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They shall speak

of the glory of thy

kingdom, and tell
of thy power.

Psalm 145:106-11
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Forward

“Thankyou Pastor Mark for your book on the kingdan
God. | would encourage all believers to study agfdesh their
understanding on this important teaching. Howeverenso to
learn to live and work in His kingdom . Your boakexcellent
on these issues.

| know Ps Mark lives out what he has written. lamemmend
this book to help believers learn and live in Hisgdom .”

Ps Minta Baker
International itinerant prophetic speaker. Longetiserving
president of Australia Foursquare Women’s ministry
Retired pastor with her husband Don, of 50 yearstopal
experience at Calvary Chapel in Sydney.
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Introduction

The kingdom of heaven was one of the great themgght
by Jesus and the apostle Paul. Jesus began Histnyiiy
preaching: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven ihatd.”*
Then just as Jesus had predicted, heaven descenied
astounding miracles. The natural realm was invdxjed greater
supernatural dimension.

God wants to manifest heaven’'s kingdom and ruleoun
lives on earth. Heaven isn’t only something you exignce
when you die. Jesus taught His disciples to pra thod’s
kingdom would come, and that His will be done ortteas it is
in heaven. What an amazing statement! He wantieadh to
experience His perfect will in heaven.

In heaven there is perfect order. God’s will ismpeded in
heaven. There is no sin, hate, curse, pain, siskra¥ssorrow.
When you look at heaven you are seeing God’s pevidt
When heaven comes down upon earth, there is aingelkd
heaven’s order. God manifests His will on earthe Hick are
healed, the dead are raised, the broken heartedoanéorted,
the oppressed are set free, and the poor are peaspe

So important is the teaching of the kingdom of leeathat
prior to his death in Rome, Paul devoted his lasary to
preaching the kingdom. Every Christian should heae
understanding of the kingdom of heaven. As you taalbook,
my prayer is that your eyes and ears will be opeted
understand the reality and closeness of heavemadsetwho
believe. As your understanding is opened by thedAdrGod,
so you will experience the treasures of heaverour ife.

It is a spiritual principle or law, that when thges of your
heart are opened to understand the kingdom of hedvat you
shall definitely experience it. Jesus made thisrcldt is an
immutable truth. He told the disciples that if trewd had ears

! Matthew 3:2
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to hear, and eyes to see, so that they understoed,He would
heal them. But because their hearts were hard, ttnenefore
could not hear, see, understand or receive thetséengs of the
kingdom.

Then the disciples came and said to him, "Why dosp®ak to
them in parables?" And he answered them, "To ybas been
given to know the secrets of the kingdom of headw#nto them
it has not been given. For to him who has will mbeegiven,
and he will have abundance; but from him who hats aeen
what he has will be taken away. This is why | speathem in
parables, because seeing they do not see, andngetirey do
not hear, nor do they understand. With them indseflfilled

the prophecy of Isaiah which says: ‘You shall irdléear but
never understand, and you shall indeed see butr rpareeive.
For this people’s heart has grown dull, and theargare heavy
of hearing, and their eyes they have closed, lesy tshould
perceive with their eyes, and hear with their easmd

understand with their heart, and turn for me to lIhikeem.’ But
blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your darsthey
hear.” Matthew 13:10-16

Throughout the book there are testimonies of peeyie
have been impacted by the kingdom of heaven. | lualed
these stories, ‘Kingdom Nuggets’. | know that youll vioe
greatly blessed by the testimonies combined wightétaching in
this book. Mark Hemans
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Kingdom Nuggets

Healed of blindness

Photo of David Prasad

David suffered a work accident in which strong cleats were
sprayed into his eyes burning through the retina.wds taken
to hospital blind (left photo).

During prayer the glory of God went through his yad he
was completely healed. He has better eyesight haw he had
before. Praise God.
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Kingdom children

The Play Centre

While meditating the Lord gave me a vision of ldten
playing in a play centre. The vision had to do wi#ing a child
in the kingdom of heaven. What the Lord showed nas that
only by being like a child, can we can enter thagkiom . Only
by being child-like can we learn the things of #wegdom . So
many times the Bible says that we are God’s childre
See what love the Father has given us, that weldhmmicalled
children of God; and so we are. 1 John 3:1

For you did not receive the spirit of slavery tdl flaack into
fear, but you have received the spirit of sonskhen we cry,
"Abba! Father!" it is the Spirit himself bearing wwess with our
spirit that we are children of God, Romans 8:15-16

A Child’s Door

So here is the vision | received... | saw a doorweat tead
into a room. Above the door was a sign:
The Father’s Learning and Play Centre
The door was too short for an adult to enter. Gnbhild could
enter the Father’'s centre. | saw Jesus inside ngaitor the
children. Then | saw a tall man walk towards therddle was
far too tall to enter. Instead of bending down redked straight
into the wall above the door. His head hit the wik rubbed
his bruised forehead, turned away and walked dbwrstreet.

The Lord showed me the reason why the tall mandcoat
enter. He was too proud and stubborn to bend dowinl@aver
his head to get into the door. Only children arals@nough to
enter the door to the kingdom of heaven. We mushhie
ourselves and be like children to enter.

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, sayiMghd' is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" And callindpita a child,
he put him in the midst of them, and said, "Trulyay to you,
unless you turn and become like children, you meNer enter
the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himseltHigechild,
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he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaverMatthew 18:1-4

| saw other people who were busily walking past ftay
centre. They were so busy that they didn’t evemcadhe little
door or the play centre. They had important thiogs their
mind. They were very focused on their serious adoltid. As |
looked at them | noticed that many were depressedried,
fearful, emotionally scared, and some had dark chesnom their
faces.

As | watched this scene | realized why Jesus gaihs so
hard for the rich to enter the kingdom of heaveem@mber
how the rich young ruler could not let go of hishes in order to
follow Jesus. This story of the rich young ruletldws after
Jesus’ teaching on entering the kingdom like &chi

As | continued to look in my vision, through theowd
rushed happy children. They were singing, skippiagd
clapping their hands. The adults were annoyedeah tfor being
so happy. They were irritated with the children,owhstead of
following them up the street, were running acrbssflow of the
crowd and straight to the door of the Father’s geamtre.

Some adults tried to grab the children and stopntifim
going into the centre. They wanted to pull thermglavith all
the adults. | was reminded of how the disciplesdtio stop the
children from coming to Jesus to be blessed. ThéeBiays:

But when Jesus saw it he was indignant, and sattidm, "Let
the children come to me, do not hinder them; fasuoh belongs
the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14

The children enter the Centre

Without knocking on the door the children rushedight in.
Jesus was laughing and welcoming them all. Theyndidhave
to knock or ask permission to enter. The childreavk that they
were welcome, and that He loved them. They hadeasitdncy,
but entered confidently.



Your Kingdom Come 12

| am reminded how Jesus has already entered heaven’

sanctuary on our behalf. He has made the way opeHli®
Blood. We are invited to enter confidently.

Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence tierethe
sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new andgliway
which he opened for us through the curtain, thathsough his
flesh, and since we have a great priest over thesé of God,
let us draw near with a true heart in full assurarnaf faith, with
our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil consciersc®l our
bodies washed with pure water. Hebrews 10:19-22

The children were all laughing and giggling, beeaus His
Presence there is fullness of joy.
You will show me the path of life; in Your preseisckiliness of
joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermd?salm 16:11

The children’s praise

The children began to dance in a circle. As thaycdd their
hands would go up and down. They would bend dowhthan
lift their heads to heaven. They were singing sooigpy and
praise to the Father. | saw a child pick up a tamipe. | could
feel the Anointing of God upon the child as he plhgkilfully
to the Lord. The Bible says that we are to enter His courts
with praise and thanksgiving.

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the lands!\&&ethe LORD
with gladness! Come into his presence with singkigbw that
the LORD is God! It is he that made us, and welassewe are
his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enteightes with
thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give tkarto him,
bless his name! For the LORD is good; his steadfast
endures for ever, and his faithfulness to all gatiens.

Psalm 100:1-5

Remember how the children sang the praises of Jesiite
entered Jerusalem on a donkey.

But when the chief priests and the scribes sawwbederful
things that he did, and the children crying outthe temple,
"Hosanna to the Son of David!" they were indignaarid they
said to him, "Do you hear what these are saying@d Aesus
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said to them, "Yes; have you never read, 'Out efrttouth of
babes and sucklings thou hast brought perfect prais
Matthew 21:15-16

The fires of hell

| looked again at the adults on the outside. Theyewall

moving up the hill. At the top of the street, ormuld see fire
leaping into the sky. The adults were rushing osirtivay to

hell. They were so sure that this was the right teago. They
didn’'t seem to be aware of the fires burning at tihye of the
street. They even tried to get the children to gt them. They
had no idea that they were about to fall into Bellames. The
Bible says:

There is a way which seems right to a man, buemd is the
way to death. Proverbs 14:12

The Father’s gifts

| looked again into the Father’s play centre. lyosdw Jesus
in the Father's Centre. Jesus said, “If you hawwndbe Father
you have seen Me.” Jesus was giving each childfta Giey
were the most beautiful gifts imaginable. Beautfolours seem
to leap out of them. The children were delightethwheir gifts,
and laughed. As they received their gifts manyheint fell on
the floor laughing under the power of the Holy &pifhrough
the gifts they were experiencing Jesus.

This is the way the Lord want us to receive Hidsgifike
delighted children. The Bible says:
“If you then, who are evil, know how to give goafisgto your
children, how much more will your Father who iheaven give
good things to those who ask him!” Matthew 7:11

“Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shallvgi you the
desires of your heart.” fed37:4

This was a revelation to me of how we are to rexzdhe
things of the kingdom . We are to delight in th@dahings the
Lord offers us.
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“Truly, | say to you, whoever does not receive kiregdom of
God like a child shall not enter it." And he toblein in his arms
and blessed them, laying his hands upon theviark 10:15-16

Colouring in

It was time for colouring in. The children got dbeir paper
and colouring in pencils. They began to draw p&suand
colour them in. One child drew a beautiful angedtioeéd in
many colours. He was blowing a large trumpet. Wondmotes
were coming from the trumpet. The child then drevgraat
crowd of people rising up to praise the Lord JeShsst at the
sound of the trumpet. The Bible says:
Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lated harp!

Psalm 150:3

Colouring in is an important way the Father teacl#s
children kingdom truths. | realized that the H&8pirit teaches
us the things of the kingdom through pictures. ttaws
pictures in our spirit. We call them visions, reatens, words of
knowledge, and discernment of spirits. These réeela are for
those who have a childlike heart before the Father:
At that time Jesus declared, "I thank thee, Fathesrd of
heaven and earth, that thou hast hidden these shingm the
wise and understanding and revealed them to bales
Father, for such was thy gracious will.” Matthew 11:25-26

Play time

After drawing pictures the children sat on theofldo play
with Lego. They were learning how to build thingometimes
they would stop and ask Jesus what to do. They maskakes
but it didn’t matter. The more they practiced tletér they got.
Some of the children were quite advanced. They werkling
bridges, planes and multi-story buildings. Theyevearning by
playing. The children became quiet serious as thesked on
their Lego.

There was no competition among the children ag thelt
things. The more advanced and experienced oneschéhose
who were just beginning. The children encourageel amother
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and rejoiced over each ones building attempts. Waat
wonderful picture of the church!
As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. dyecannot say
to the hand, "I have no need of you," nor againhbad to the
feet, "I have no need of you." On the contrary, pphets of the
body which seem to be weaker are indispensable, those
parts of the body which we think less honorableirwest with
the greater honor, and our unpresentable partstaeated with
greater modesty, which our more presentable pddsnot
require. But God has so composed the body, givieggteater
honor to the inferior part, that there may be naatird in the
body, but that the members may have the same oarenkt
another. If one member suffers, all suffer togethérone
member is honored, all rejoice together.

1 Corinthians 12:20-26

It is as we get involved, that the Holy Spirit tkas us. Not
everything is learnt through pictures. We learrtha kingdom
by doing things. Play time is important. The disegpdid not
learn how to be fishers of men by staying with theiats. Jesus
sent them out two by two into all the towns to ptethe Gospel
of the kingdom .

“And passing along by the Sea of Galilee, he samo&i and
Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net in thee $ar they
were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, "Follonwante| will
make you become fishers of men." And immediately lkft
their nets and followed him.” Mark 1:16-18

Story time

After playing with the Lego the children sat ae tfeet of
Jesus for their story. Jesus opened a large saak. A\s He
opened the book, the pages came alive with theesceom the
Bible. The children just loved to hear Jesus teties. He is a
wonderful Teacher. He told them about David andidboland
taught them about spiritual warfare. The childréent were
showed the Cross. Jesus taught them that throughdefath
people could receive His wonderful Gospel.
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Hug time

Then Jesus took the children up into His arms aire time.
As He hugged them it was like rivers of agape loNed their
hearts and overflowed them. Some of the childreghad with
joy. The Father’s love is so wonderful. Others letzaweep as
they were made whole from their emotional pain.ddmforted
them. All the years of pain was washed away byRather’s
love. We each need to be made whole by the Father.

Finally, the children put on their armour, and tagk their
weapons. As they went out of the play centre Jesddlis hand
upon their helmets. When He did so, oil came fidim hand
and flowed down the helmet and onto their armouwds the
Anointing of the Holy Spirit. Jesus told them tavals trust
Him, that He would never leave them, and that tiheyst
remember to use their sword. He said “The enemigrSdnas
been totally defeated. Do not be afraid of himavé overcome
him on the Cross.” The children then went out dagcand
laughing, filled with the joy of the Lord. They weedooking
forward to the wonderful things that He would do.
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The King of Kings

The Kingship of Jesus was prophesied

The birth of King Jesus is one of the greatestlfodnts of
Biblical prophecy. Again and again the Old Testaneamtains
prophecies that a King would be born whose kingdevould
have no end. He would be of the tribe of Judalthefclan of
Bethlehem, and descendent of King David. Years reeféis
birth, the patriarch, Jacob prophesied of him:
The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor thkertsi staff
from between his feet, until he comes to whomldnigs; and to
him shall be the obedience of the peoples.” Genesis 49:10

(Also 1 Chronicles 5:2)

The scepter was a royal staff symbolic of kingshipat
means that from Jacob’s son, Judah, there wouldyahbe a
royal line of kings. But more than just a line afds, the royal
scepter actually belonged to Jesus. It would bequadown the
line until it came to the one to whom it belong@dsus. Jacob
prophesied that one day Jesus would come and esEgsvroyal
scepter.

A King whose throne is eternal
There are many Biblical prophecies about a conkinty.

Here are some...

"l have set my king on Zion, my holy hill." | will of the
decree of the LORD: He said to me, "You are my smigy |
have begotten you. Ask of me, and | will make #i®ms your
heritage, and the ends of the earth your posses3on shall
break them with a rod of iron, and dash them incegelike a
potter's vessel.” Psalm 2:6-9

“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are littleldl® among
the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth ferane who is
to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of oldom ancient
days.” Micah 5:2
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Nathan the prophet prophesied that from David waolte a
king. God would establish His kingdom . Think abdutlesus
came preaching that the kingdom was at hand.

“When your days are fulfilled to go to be with ydiathers, |
will raise up your offspring after you, one of yaawn sons, and
| will establish his kingdom. He shall build a heusr me, and |
will establish his throne for ever. | will be hiatlier, and he
shall be my son; | will not take my steadfast loreen him, as |
took it from him who was before you, but | will ton him in
my house and in my kingdom for ever and his thisval be
established for ever.” 1 Chronicles 17:11-14

Jesus fulfilled this prophesy of Nathan that He dwuild a
house. We who believe are that house. As Jesus “saudll
build My church, and the gates of hell shall navail against
it.” We the church are His house where He is emtéd in our
hearts.

The prophet Jeremiah also prophesied the cominkjirog
Jesus. As King, Jesus brought justice and rightessss
Wherever Jesus brings His kingdom there is a rastafion of
righteousness. People repent, there is restitytistice is done.
"Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, wheifl raise
up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reamking and
deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righte@ss in the
land.” Jeremiah 23:5

David prophesied that the throne of Jesus wouldlibme.
This is the throne upon which Jesus sits in heaven.
Your divine throne endures for ever and ever. Yowal scepter
is a scepter of equity; you love righteousness dade
wickedness. Therefore God, your God, has anointed with
the oil of gladness above your fellows; your rolzes all
fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia. Psalm 45:6-8
(See also Psalm 110:1-2)

Every king was anointed with oil by a man for thadty
office. But Jesus was anointed by God as divinggKinwas the
Father who anointed Jesus. When Jesus was bajtidezlriver
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Jordan, the Father spoke audibly: “This is my betb®on, in
whom | am well pleased”. The heavens were openedtla@
Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form.

Daniel prophesied that the Son of Man would have an

everlasting kingdom. Jesus often called HimselfSba of Man

in fulfilment of this prophesy.

| saw in the night visions, and behold, with theuds of heaven
there came one like a son of man, and he cameetéilient of
Days and was presented before him. And to him wasng
dominion and glory and kingdom, that all peoplestions, and
languages should serve him; his dominion is an lasgng
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kimgdme that
shall not be destroyed. Daniel 7:13-14

Born as King
Who was Jesus? Why did He come to earth? So much of

Jesus’ identity is revealed at His birth. The an@abriel was
sent to Mary to tell her that she was pregnant @Witle who was
a King. This King is God incarnate, the Son of khest High. A
King who would reign over Israel forever. His Nameuld be
Jesus which means Saviour. He would establish lateogis
kingdom based on repentance of sin. The angel said

...and the Lord God will give to him the throne ha$ father
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacobdver; and
of his kingdom there will be no end. Luke 1:32-33

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;dathe
government will be upon his shoulder, and his namie be
called "Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, EverlagtiRather,
Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6

Jesus was no ordinary human king. He did not come t
manage the civil affairs of Israel, or to delivlem from the
Romans. He came as the King of Heaven. From Higdma
throne He rules all other kings. His kingdom exi® over
everything and everyone. Jeremiah the prophet says:
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“There is none like thee, O LORD; thou art gread thy name
is great in might. Who would not fear thee, O Kinfgthe
nations? For this is thy due; for among all the evenes of the
nations and in all their kingdoms there is none likee.”
Jeremiah 10:6-7
When we look at the circumstances of Jesus’ biglsee that
He was honoured as King. The wise men came se#kinkfing
of the Jews born in Bethlehem. When they came ¢obiby
Jesus, they offered to Him royal gifts. Gifts tbae would give
to a king: gold, frankincense and myrrh.
When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly great
joy; and going into the house they saw the chilthwiary his
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Tlug@ning
their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold arahkincense and
myrrh. Matthew 2:10-11

So jealous was King Herod about a king being btivat he
slaughtered all the children of two years and under
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judeaeiddks of
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came
Jerusalem, saying, "Where is he who has been bomd the
Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and bame to
worship him." When Herod the king heard this, he waubled,
and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all thef priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them wliee Christ
was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem ofedydor so it
is written by the prophet: 'And you, O Bethlehemthie land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers déiJufor
from you shall come a ruler who will govern my gedprael.”

Matthew 2:1-6

Jesus understood His Kingship

Jesus Himself understood that He was born a Kingd, His
kingdom was not of this world.
Jesus answered, "My kingship is not of this worild;my
kingship were of this world, my servants would tlighat |
might not be handed over to the Jews; but my kipgshnot
from the world." Pilate said to him, "So you ar&iag?" Jesus
answered, "You say that | am a king. For this | vasn, and
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for this | have come into the world, to bear withés the truth.
Every one who is of the truth hears my voice.John 18:36-37

In the ancient world a king would sometimes rideou@
donkey. When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a dd#&edid so
as King. He was fulfilling an ancient prophecy, tyoking is
coming, sitting on an ass’s coft.’At the time His disciples
didn’t understand the symbolism of Jesus ridingaaionkey. It
was after His death that they realized its sigaifice.

The next day a great crowd who had come to the teserd
that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they tamkches of
palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, "Hos&lBlessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even thg Kf
Israel' And Jesus found a young ass and sat upaas it is
written, "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, yoking is
coming, sitting on an ass's colt! His disciplesd dnot
understand this at first; but when Jesus was gltifthen they
remembered that this had been written of him and been
done to him. John 12:12-16

The people honoured Jesus as their King, and Hadatidry
to stop them. He even said that if they did noisgrddim, the
very rocks would cry out. As Jesus rode into Jéeumsas King,
the crowds were celebrating the fulfilment of Natlsa
prophecy. Nathan the prophet had said to David dhatof his
descendents would have an eternal throne. So @vedsrcried
out:

“Blessed is the kingdom of our father David thatcsming!
Hosanna in the highest!" Mark 11:10

From the time of Samuel the prophet, the natiotsiatel had
rejected God as their King. Now the true King afaid rides
into Jerusalem. Again they reject Him by nailingithKing on
the Cross.

And over his head they put the charge against himch read,
"This is Jesus the King of the Jews.” Matthew 27:37

2 Zechariah 9:9



Your Kingdom Come 22

Jesus died as King

Jesus not only was born a King, and honored inlifésas
King, but He also died as a King.
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus imegoraetorium,
and they gathered the whole battalion before himd Ahey
stripped him and put a scarlet robe upon him, @halting a
crown of thorns they put it on his head, and pueed in his
right hand. And kneeling before him they mocked, isiaying,
"Hail, King of the Jews!" And they spat upon himddook the
reed and struck him on the head. Matthew 27:27-30

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the goveasked
him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" Jesus saidu'Nave said
so.” Matthew 27:11

In heaven, Jesus is worshipped as King

Now in heaven Jesus is seated upon His throne,hipmed
by the angels and saints.
And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of @od the
song of the Lamb, saying, "Great and wonderful thye deeds,
O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are thy way«ing of
the ages!” Revelations 15:3

Then | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white hbisevho
sat upon it is called Faithful and True, and inhigousness he
judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flanfeegfand on
his head are many diadems; and he has a name lestwhich
no one knows but himself. He is clad in a robe éipm blood,
and the name by which he is called is The Wordauf. Gnd the
armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white gode, followed
him on white horses. From his mouth issues a shanqrd with
which to smite the nations, and he will rule theithva rod of
iron; he will tread the wine press of the fury bétwrath of God
the Almighty._On his robe and on his thigh he hagame
inscribed, King of kings and Lord of lords.”

Revelations 19:11-16
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Have you made Jesus your King? Have you yielded e
your dreams, and plans to Him? It is through suleerto Him,
that you will find abundant life. By yielding to Sies, your life
takes on divine purpose and fulfilment. He is thag<of love
and compassion. Your life is safe in His handssTHim.



Your Kingdom Come 24

Kingdom Nuggets

"Jesus laid His hand on my head."

This woman told of how she suffered from a bleeding
stomach tumour for the last five years. She hadnbe
operated on 6 times.

In the meeting she saw Jesus coming to her asgatbri
Light. She physically felt Jesus place His handruper
head and His healing power touching her.

In the photo she explains how she felt the touclesius.
All the pain was gone. Praise God.
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Jesus Christ,
the Anointed One

The King

The most important thing to remember about the damg of
heaven is its King, Jesus Christ. When you seekkihg, He
will come. Where Jesus is so is His kingdom. Wheun fiave
Jesus you immediately have His heavenly kingdonis lall
yours through His Name.

When | am in a meeting | seek to see Jesus andnsiar to
Him. | seek to worship Him, and lift Him up in mygaching.
Then just like He promised He comes among us. Heifesds
Himself to people. People testify that they see Hind feel His
healing touch. He heals the sick, delivers the esged, saves
sinners, and much more.

You may say to me: “I thought that this was what Holy
Spirit does?” You are right! You see Jesus is theiAted One.
It is Jesus who pours out His Holy Spirit upon A#hen you
touch the garments of Jesus, the anointing oihefHoly Spirit
will flow upon you. In His Presence people are Ismut and
filled with the Holy Spirit.

It is not the baptism of the Holy Spirit, rathergtthe baptism

in the Holy Spirit. John the Baptist when he saaudetestified
of Him:
And he preached, saying, "After me comes he whmoightier
than I, the thong of whose sandals | am not wotthystoop
down and untie. | have baptized you with water; Bigt will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” Mark 1:7-8

It is Jesus who received this promise from the &athesus
now pours out the promise of the Holy Spirit.
“This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all argn@sses.
Being therefore exalted at the right hand of Godg daving
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received from the Father the promise of the HolyitShe has
poured out this which you see and hear.” Acts 2:32-33

Jesus invites us to come and drink from Him. He gvile us
the living waters of the Holy Spirit. This drink ahbecome a
river which shall flow out of us to the lost anceds.

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesosd up and
proclaimed, "If any one thirst, let him come to amel drink. He
who believes in me, as the scripture has said, ‘@utis heart
shall flow rivers of living water.” Now this he igaabout the
Spirit, which those who believed in him were toeree; for as
yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesissnoa yet
glorified. John 7:37-39

Jesus said to her, "Every one who drinks of thitewwill thirst
again, but whoever drinks of the water that | stgglle him will
never thirst; the water that | shall give him wbkkcome in him a
spring of water welling up to eternal life.” John 4:13-14

Jesus Christ the Anointed One

The most important principle to flowing in the Anting, is
to realize that Jesus is the Anointed One. TheeBibaches us
that His garments are anointed. As King of Kingsl &figh
Priest the anointing is poured out upon His heatirans down
His garments.

Your divine throne endures for ever and ever. Yoyal scepter
is a scepter of equity; you love righteousness drade
wickedness. Therefore God, your God, has anointed with
the oil of gladness above your fellows; your rolze all
fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia. Psalm 45:6-8

This powerful Anointing upon Jesus is attestedgaia and

again in Scripture. The crowds pressed in to tahehhem of
His garment.
And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or coyrthey laid
the sick in the market places, and besought hirhttiey might
touch even the fringe of his garment; and as manfoached it
were made well.” Mark 6:56
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Power came forth from Jesus healing all who wegle. si
“And he came down with them and stood on a lewategl with
a great crowd of his disciples and a great multguaf people
from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast oé and
Sidon, who came to hear him and to be healed aof dmeases;
and those who were troubled with unclean spiritsenaured.
And all the crowd sought to touch him, for powemeaforth
from him and healed them all.” Luke 6:17-19

Jesus is the One clothed in the power of the HglyitS
Therefore the Bible says that He will baptise ustha Holy
Spirit. This word baptise means to immerse or cetefy soak.
This promise comes from our heavenly Father.

“And behold, | send the promise of my Father upon;ybut
stay in the city, until you are clothed with poviem on high.”
Luke 24:49

Jesus is clothed in power, and He will clothe useavenly
garments of power. The anointing that is upon Jeslisome
upon us and flow through us.

When the early church was threatened and persetiugsd
gathered together to pray. After they prayed itsstyat the
building was shaken, they were filled with the H&8pirit and
spoke the word of God boldly. What sort of prayeould
release such a tremendous outpouring of the HolgtB@ hey
prayed that Jesus would stretch out His hand.

They recognized that Jesus is the Anointed Ons.décause
of His outstretched hand that people are healasl tiirough His
Name that signs and wonders are done. And it waause of
His Presence that they were powerfully filled witre Holy
Spirit.

“And now, Lord, look upon their threats, and gratd thy
servants to speak thy word with all boldness, wihiieu
stretchest out thy hand to heal, and signs and emndre
performed through the name of thy holy servant sliésénd
when they had prayed, the place in which they vgathered
together was shaken; and they were all filled witle Holy
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Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldnessAtts 4:29-31

There is an inseparable relationship between th@ming of
the Holy Spirit and the Presence of the Anointede,Qiesus
Christ. If you want the anointing to flow in youfe, then desire
the Presence of Jesus Christ in your life. It isfrmm man but
from Jesus that we receive the refreshing waterth@fHoly
Spirit.

“Repent therefore, and turn again, that your singynbe blotted
out, that times of refreshing may come from thesgmee of the
Lord...” Acts 3:9

Preach Jesus

Focus on Jesus. Speak about Him and His Gospeh&wso
This is what the apostles did. They weren’t caugptwith
themselves, their anointing, their gifting, or theodliness.
They were Christ focused.
“For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesusi€itas Lord,
with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sakeitks the God
who said, "Let light shine out of darkness,” wha Ishione in
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge ef gfory of God
in the face of Christ. But we have this treasureemrthen
vessels, to show that the transcendent power bglt;mGod and
not to us.” 2 Corinthians 4:5-7

And when Peter saw it he addressed the people, ‘Mésrael,
why do you wonder at this, or why do you staresatas though
by our own power or piety we had made him walk? Gbd of
Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of atinefrs,
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivere@mgb denied in
the presence of Pilate, when he had decided tasel@dim. (16)
And his name, by faith in his name, has made tlais strong
whom you see and know; and the faith which is thinodesus
has given the man this perfect health in the preser you all.”
Acts 3:12-13,16
The most fundamental principle of the kingdom cd\en is
that Jesus Christ is the Anointed One. Where Jiesg® also is
His kingdom. When Jesus comes He always brings His




Your Kingdom Come 29

kingdom. The principle is the same today, as it @80 years
ago. Jesus preached that the kingdom of heavenatvhand.
Wherever He went, His kingdom was manifest in lthes of

people.
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Obedience to King Jesus

Consecration

God has anointed King Jesus because He loves oigtriess
and hates wickedness.
“...you love righteousness and hate wickedness. T¢rer&od,
your God, has anointed you...” Psalm 45:7

You cannot and should not separate the Anointingsod
from the holiness of God. The Holy Spirit comespower to
confirm the preaching of repentance. This is thepgag that we
must repent and receive the righteousness that dnoen
Christ. Not only are we to preach it but we arelit® a
consecrated life. Jesus said: “Seek first His kamgdand His
righteousness.”

Be led by the Holy Spirit

The key to flowing in the Anointing is absolute diEnce to
Jesus Christ and the leading of the Holy SpiriinBéed by the
Holy Spirit is part and parcel of being a child @bd. The
leading of the Holy Spirit is for all believers,trijast for special
people. We can all be led by the Holy Spirit, amdw His will
for our lives.
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sorfissod.

Romans 8:14

The power of God will flow according to the leadinfthe
Holy Spirit. Sometimes people seek the manifestatiof the
Holy Spirit and are disappointed when little happelesus told
us to pray that God’s kingdom would come and thigt will
would be done. The Anointing will flow as we seekdo His
will. The kingdom of God is manifest in the will God.

In our meetings | have found that if | follow theabing of
the Holy Spirit that amazing things will happerremember a
town in Indonesia of 50,000 people, but there wamy 110
believers. In the meeting the Lord gave me a wdichowledge
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about a man with a sore tooth. The man sheepisbbdsup in
the gathering.

Then the Lord spoke to me that he was a Jonahngrirom
the call of God. He came forward asking who toldabeut his
situation. He shared how he had studied at BibléeG®e, but
had run from the call of God. He knelt down andergpd. The
town’s pastors all prayed for him. Here was a tottat
desperately needed Christian workers. By followtimg leading
of the Lord, the Anointing fell upon a man bringingnviction
of sin and repentance. Jesus Christ was with usmgdibrth
Gospel workers.

Be still before God

We could compare the power of the Holy Spirit wih
tornado. At the centre of the tornado there isngtds and quiet.
As you move from the centre of the tornado one ents the
powerful winds. The tornado’s winds are all enangl the
tornado’s centre. The centre of God’s power is phece of
surrender to His still small voice.

For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Isradh
returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietnasd in trust
shall be your strength.” Isaiah 30:15

The power of the Holy Spirit is released as werldgarbe still
before Him, and hear His quiet voice speaking to Ged’s
power is the outworking of our obedience to that small
voice of God. Surrender to the Lordship of JesussCis the
great key to operating in the Anointing.

Presence and Power

It is the Presence of God that releases the poivésod.
There are ministries today that are emphasizingpihwser of
God without the Presence of God. | not only want’'G@ower,
but | want His Presence. | need the beauty of Jdsisslove,
His Glory shining in my heart. | want to love andrghip Him.
And he said, "Go forth, and stand upon the mouribreethe
LORD." And behold, the LORD passed by, and a gesat
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strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in pietesrocks
before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the warth after
the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the
earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, bat LIORD was
not in the fire; and after the fire a still smalbice. And when
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his maratfed went out
and stood at the entrance of the cave. And beliodlle came a
voice to him, and said, "What are you doing hellgak?"

1 Kings 19:11-13
For the LORD had said to Moses, "Say to the peoplisrael,
‘You are a stiff-necked people; if for a single neoinl should
go up among you, | would consume you. So now putoof
ornaments from you, that | may know what to do withk.”
Therefore the people of Israel stripped themselotgheir
ornaments, from Mount Horeb onward. Now Moses tsedke
the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far offrfrthe camp; and
he called it the tent of meeting. And every one adught the
LORD would go out to the tent of meeting, which watside
the camp. Whenever Moses went out to the tenthalpeople
rose up, and every man stood at his tent door,laaked after
Moses, until he had gone into the tent. Exodus 33:5-8

Faith and trust

The Anointing flows from Jesus and by faith in HitGod
does not work through fear and insecurity. Be aterit in His
Word. Be strong in the promises of God. Jesus Cisighe
Saviour, He is the Healer, He is the Comforter, idethe
Baptiser in the Spirit.

“And his name, by faith in his name, has made g strong

whom you see and know; and the faith which is tinodesus

has given the man this perfect health in the preser you all.”
Acts 3:16

All you need is a little seed of faith to reledke power of
the Holy Spirit.

And the Lord said, "If you had faith as a grainnofistard seed,
you could say to this sycamine tree, ‘Be rooted amg be
planted in the sea,’” and it would obey you.” Luke 17:6
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The Anointing is to flow out to people

If you want to see the Anointing flow in your lifhen reach
out to hurting and lost people. The Anointing llia river that
flows upon us and then through us to others. Thweep®f the
Holy Spirit comes with a purpose to bring healiodhe nations.
It comes to cause the lost to turn to the Saviour.

The Anointing will flow in your life as you seek tbe a
blessing to others. Jesus said: “It is more blesseagive than it
is to receive.® He also said: “Give and it will be given to yol.”
To continually flow in the Anointing of God, you rsiu
persevere in the compassion of Jesus for peopt&s tentinue
to press into God to receive more, so that we eaa thannel of
blessing to others. Listen to why Jesus was arginte
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because hedmasnted me
to preach good news to the poor. He has sent n@rddaim
release to the captives and recovering of sighh#oblind, to set
at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim dkbeeptable
year of the Lord." Luke 4:18-19

3 Acts 20:35
4 Luke 6:38
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Worship the King

Worship in the kingdom

Worship is at the very heart of the kingdom of Géekus is
enthroned over His kingdom . We His servants give iglory
and praise for He is worthy. When we experiencekihgdom
we will enter into a whole new realm of glorious rafoip.
Worship is not a religious ceremony, but a spifitteality. It
begins within our heart and is released externdlgny times
the kingdom of God will descend in power, when uiial
worship is offered before His throne. There is aedi
relationship between the manifestation of the kaergdand our
worship.
“But You are holy, enthroned on the praises of éra

Psalm 22:3

When you read the Gospels you see a very diffeygra of
praise and worship that what we normally might seeur
churches today. It was intense, heart-felt prarsk aorship. It
was people’s spontaneous response to their experighnJesus
and His kingdom .

| grew up in a conservative Australian church & time of
the Charismatic Movement in the 1970’s. There wdstaof
tension in the church at the time. Thousands redeithe
baptism in the Holy Spirit, and spoke in tonguesilé/others
strongly opposed the move of God, preferring theligious
rituals.

| used to sing in a cathedral choir on Sundays.Saturday
night | would attend a home meeting where peopley sa
tongues and used simple choruses. In those meetgs
witnessed wonderful healings. The next morning amday |
sang in a traditional cathedral service. What aresh between
the two types of service! The difference was notgy in the
style of music being sung. The difference was & $piritual
atmosphere. It was in the heart.
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In the Cathedral service the emphasis was on therrals.
The choir and clergy dressed in robes, and prodess® the
accompaniment of great organ music. The singing w&as
beautiful art form.

| remember sitting in one ordination service. Hwatdr of
people were crammed into the building. As we s&eghymns,
| distinctly remember how it felt so hollow. | felb Presence of
God. Spiritually it was like being in a big emptyedl of a room.
The people were singing, but there was no heartfetship of
our wonderful Lord. The focus was on the ritualaopompous
ordination ritual. Jesus said:
“You worship what you do not know; we worship wivatknow,
for salvation is from the Jews.” John 4:22

How true! They were worshipping without knowing who
they were worshipping. The difference between i@li@nd true
worship is a personal knowledge of Jesus.

Worship begins with an encounter with Jesus

When you have a personal encounter with Jesus tGluis
will begin to really worship. Your heart will belléd with joy.
Love, adoration and gratitude will well up withiroy, for all
that He has done. The more you know Jesus the yooravill
want to praise Him.

God wants to give us a fresh revelation of JesussCin our
hearts. His glorious Presence inspires us to ékalt Paul says
that we glory in Christ Jesus.

“For we are the true circumcision, who worship GodSpirit,
and glory in Christ Jesus, and put no confidencéhim flesh.”
Philippians 3:3

What | want to say is both simple, and radical. $%gy is to
flow out of a personal and living encounter witrsuke Christ.
For many churches worship is something else. It by time
of declaring doctrinal beliefs. Or it may be sonmeghupbeat
and entertaining, as a “draw card” for new peoplee object of
praise and worship is not people, but the glory arajesty of
Jesus Christ. We are directly ministering to Him.
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Jesus is the brightness of God’s Glory, and thetarsage of
God. Before Him the angels bow in humble adoration.
“...(God) has in these last days spoken to us bySgis, whom
He has appointed heir of all things, through whoisoaHe
made the worlds; who being the brightness of H®yand the
express image of His person, and upholding allghiby the
word of His power, when He had by Himself purged sias,
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on highut \Bhen He
again brings the Firstborn into the world, He sayiset all the
angels of God worship Him.” Hebrews 1:2-3,6

Let's look at the New Testament to see how the dhias of
Jesus evoked praise and worship by those around Him

The garment of praise

When Jesus entered into Jerusalem on a donkeygrdinals
erupted in joyful and exuberant praise. They begawuting in
the streets the praises of Jesus, they threw glaements on the
pavement where He was passing. It was a sign af tia@py
acceptance of Jesus as their King. Upon arrivinthentemple
even the children began shouting His praise. Satgsas the
praise that the religious people took offence.
Most of the crowd spread their garments on the r@adl others
cut branches from the trees and spread them ondad. And
the crowds that went before him and that followed shouted,
"Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he whoesoim the
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!" (15) Binen the
chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderfuighithat he
did, and the children crying out in the temple, ¥dana to the
Son of David!" they were indignant; and they saichim, "Do
you hear what these are saying?" And Jesus saideim, "Yes;
have you never read, 'Out of the mouth of babessac#tlings
thou hast brought perfect praise'?” Matthew 21:8-9,15-16

What happened to the children in the Presencesois®eThey
received a garment of praise. This is where theyHgpirit
comes upon you in power to praise God. This prgeenent
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can cover the whole church. The praise garmentdsnhan
singing a song, it is an divine empowerment toggai

“To appoint to those who mourn in Zion, to givetltem beauty
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the mardfepraise for
the spirit of heaviness; so that they might beethltrees of
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that Heghtibe
glorified.” Isaiah 61:3

Exuberant thanksgiving

What | love about the story of the healing of lbeer is his
exuberant praise after he got healed. Jesus hatheeten lepers
to the priest to be declared whole. On the way tiveye all
healed. One of them, a Samaritan, when he realimche was
healed turned back towards Jesus. In the middtheostreet he
began shouting the praises of God.

When you have really experienced Jesus there \illab
overflow in your heart of thanksgiving. You wontreawho
hears you.

And as he entered a village, he was met by temdepdno stood
at a distance and lifted up their voices and sai@sus, Master,
have mercy on us." When he saw them he said tq tia&rmand

show yourselves to the priests." And as they wesy tvere
cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw that heheadsd,
turned back, praising God with a loud voice; andfékk on his
face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now heav&amaritan.
Then said Jesus, "Were not ten cleansed? Wheréharaine?
Was no one found to return and give praise to Garkpt this
foreigner?" And he said to him, "Rise and go youaywyour

faith has made you well." Luke 17:12-19

The spontaneous worship of a blind man

Then there is the story of the blind man who waaldtk by
Jesus. After his healing he was thrown out of freagogue by
the religious people. Jesus heard about it and Veeking for
him. Upon finding him, the healed man confessedfiih in
Jesus, and then worshipped Him.
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Can you imagine the beauty of that man’s worship. is
filled with gratitude to the Lord for healing hisyes. He
spontaneously began to pour out his worship td_trd. There
is nothing religious or even organized about thanism humble
worship of Jesus.

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and haaungd him he
said, "Do you believe in the Son of man?” He ansgdel'And
who is he, sir, that | may believe in him?” Jesasd to him,
"You have seen him, and it is he who speaks td yde. said

"Lord, | believe”; and he worshiped Him.” John 9:35-38

Our worship is not only something that we do whegrée is a
band or choir leading us. God is looking for a gporous
loving adoration that comes from the heart. We ol@ss God
wherever we are, and whatever time of day or night.

“My soul is feasted as with marrow and fat, and myputh
praises thee with joyful lips, when | think oféhgpon my bed,
and meditate on thee in the watches of the nigfar thou hast
been my help, and in the shadow of thy wings | &ingpy.”
Psalm 63:5-7
Worship God before you get the answer

There was a man who had a legion of 6000 demonis. Th
man did not wait for his healing to worship the d.owhen he
saw Jesus from a distance, he ran to Him, and wadiHim.
He worshiped Him before getting blessed. Jesukessblution
to your need. Come to Him with your need and givenH
worship. Don’t wait for your blessing in order te b worshiper.
Start now.

Worship is a wonderful expression of our faith asJs. We
are declaring His power and greatness while wé s&ive our
need. As we worship Him God’s power will be relehge our
lives.

They came to the other side of the sea, to thetoowh the
Gerasenes. And when He had come out of the baak thet
Him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spingho lived
among the tombs; and no one could bind him any maren
with a chain; for he had often been bound wittefst and
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chains, but the chains he wrenched apart, and #teers he
broke in pieces; and no one had the strength tadsebhim.
Night and day among the tombs and on the mountanwas
always crying out, and bruising himself with stanésnd when
he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshiped hamd crying
out with a loud voice, he said, "What have you @aowdth me,
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? | adjure you bg,@o not
torment me.” Mark 5:1-7

Filled with awe

There was a paralysed man who was brought to Jgshs
friends. When the man’s friends realized that tbeyld not get
into the house, they went up on the roof. They erbkough the
roof and let down the paralytic on ropes. Jesudebethe
paralytic, and the man got up, picked up his msstrand went
home glorifying God. Then we read that amazemeizedethe
crowd, and they were filled with awe.

When the kingdom comes people will often experetiee
awe and majesty of God. This awe of God inspiresntro
glorify God. One of the purposes of signs and wosds to
create a godly of awe of God. We want to worshimMiecause
of His greatness and power.

“But that you may know that the Son of man has @itth on
earth to forgive sins" --he said to the man who wasalysed--
"I say to you, rise, take up your bed and go homarid
immediately he rose before them, and took up thatvileich he
lay, and went home, glorifying God. And amazemeiaed them
all, and they glorified God and were filled with ewsaying,
"We have seen strange things today.” Luke 5:24-26

The sinful woman

There was a woman who came to Jesus. She was pra@bab
city prostitute who had experienced the forgiversss love of
Jesus. Her response to Jesus is perhaps the greaewmple of
heart-felt worship we have in the New TestamentatMHove
about this story is that her worship is so con@att on Jesus.
She seems oblivious to the critical stares of #ligious people.
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She wept over the feet of Jesus, dried them witthae, then
kissed them and anointed them with ointment. Hee land
gratitude were so simple and heart-felt it offendeel religious
scruples of those watching. She is an example Itofalis to
worship from a heart of love.

And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinwien she
learned that he was at table in the Pharisee's Bphsought an
alabaster flask of ointment, and standing behind ki his feet,
weeping, she began to wet his feet with her teams, wiped
them with the hair of her head, and kissed his f&ed anointed
them with the ointment.” Luke 7:37-38

Great joy

Jesus was carried up into heaven while being wdtblgdive
hundred disciples. At this tremendous revelatiothef glory of
Jesus Christ, they worshiped Him. Upon returningeousalem
they were filled with praise. It says that they lgadat joy. Joy
is so often at the heart of praise. Great joy Vedd you into
great praise. They were so filled with praise thaays that they
were continually in the temple praising and bleg<god.
While he blessed them, he parted from them, anccaraed up
into heaven. And they returned to Jerusalem widagjoy, and
were continually in the temple blessing God. Luke 24:51-53

Spread His fame

Evangelism is a form of praise. That's right! Where
evangelise we are spreading the fame of Jesus. i3 hihat
happened in the Gospels. Many of those who weretaspread
His praise everywhere. They couldn’t stop talkirmpat Jesus
and what He had done for Him. Our testimony is aextul
expression of praise. It will lift up the Name @&sdis and draw
people to the Saviour as well.

Numerous times | have had the privilege of leagiagple to
Christ after sharing a testimony of what Jesus @ektimonies
witness to the power of Jesus and His Gospel. Thegte an
atmosphere of faith into which you can share thespg@b
message. As we lift up the Name of Jesus in testynoften the
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Holy Spirit will tear down walls of wrong doctrineppelessness
and fear.

A true worshipper will exalt the Name of Jesus veer they
are, whether in church with a band, at the dinabtet with the
family, or with unbelievers. A true worshiper istnost one
inside church. Our testimony is a powerful way @dridying
Jesus to unbelievers.

And he went about all Galilee, teaching in theinggogues and
preaching the gospel of the kingdom and healingyetisease
and every infirmity among the people. So his fampeas

throughout all Syria, and they brought him all thiek, those
afflicted with various diseases and pains, dema)iapileptics,
and paralytics, and he healed them. Matthew 4:23-24

When he entered the house, the blind men camentp dnd

Jesus said to them, "Do you believe that | am &bldo this?"
They said to him, "Yes, Lord.” Then he touched rtiegies,
saying, "According to your faith be it done to yoAnd their
eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly charged ti8aa,that no
one knows it." But they went away and spread higeféhrough
all that district. Matthew 9:28-31

Through the preaching of the Gospel and persassihtony,
God’'s Name is being exalted to the four cornershef world.
May we not limit our praise to singing songs in @iu May we
never be ashamed to lift up His wonderful Name wher we
go.

And you will say in that day: "Give thanks to th@RD, call
upon his name;_make known his deeds among thensatio
proclaim that his name is exalted.” Isaiah 12:4
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Kingdom Nuggets

Healed of depression and schizophrenia

OF FLa.ﬁWE F-R

AL M["“TW““’

A

wili

Genevieve requested prayer, but did not share dwal.n
The Holy Spirit revealed to me a picture of a mdtak with
bolts, representing her mental bondage.

| saw the Holy Spirit undoing those bolts and setther
mind free. | also discerned an evil spirit affiigithe mind. As
we prayed in the mighty Name of Jesus, Geneviewas set
free.

A month later she shared this testimony (with some
editing):
"| started hearing voices when | was 15 years blsuffered
depression and lacked motivation. As a young giwas
confused and depressed. The voices in my head wswidghr
and speak against the church. | was depressed idnd fel
good about myself.
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When | received prayer a month ago. | felt somegthin
touch my head. | knew that it was the Holy Spi@bd healed
me instantly. Since then | have no more voicesy #re gone
completely. Praise the Lord.

It is the biggest miracle of my life. | have belkelin
God all my life. And now | feel closer to the Loeen more.
He made me really well. Alleluia.”

This is a wonderful miracle. Genevieve sufferednfro
depression and schizophrenia for most of herTiteeGod be all
the glory.
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The Gospel of the
Kingdom

The beauty of heaven

In heaven the goodness and love of God are perfectl
manifest. There are no tears of sorrow, nor paumger,
poverty, or sickness. God rules over His kingdomd aothing
resists His will. It is a wonderful, beautiful piacin heaven we
see perfect order.

Therefore are they before the throne of God, amdeskim day
and night within his temple; and he who sits upbe throne
will shelter them with his presence. They shallgarmo more,
neither thirst any more; the sun shall not strikern, nor any
scorching heat. For the Lamb in the midst of thenlke will be
their shepherd, and he will guide them to sprindgsliaing
water; and God will wipe away every tear from theyes.
Revelations 7:15-17
And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned fohlisband;
and | heard a loud voice from the throne sayingehi@ld, the
dwelling of God is with men. He will dwell with theand they
shall be his people, and God himself will be witarh; he will
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and deatHl df&a no
more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying pain any
more, for the former things have passed away." Baavho sat
upon the throne said, "Behold, | make all thinga/rie
Revelations 21:2-5

On earth there is disorder and chaos due to otigima—
marriage and family breakdown, sickness, curse, femine,
fear, and distress. Jesus came into this awfuhtsio giving us
hope. He came to release the beauty and goodndssawén
upon us. Heaven is ruled in righteousness and |&Begth is
contaminated by sin. Through the coming of heavkimgdom ,
God’s love and righteousness destroy the works at&rs on
earth.

For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, Hieamight
destroy the works of the deuvil. 1 John 3:8
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Wherever the kingdom of heaven is manifest there is
righteousness, joy, and peace in the Holy Spitits lalways
wonderful to see the transformation in people’sdiwhen they
experience God’s kingdom .

For the kingdom of God is not food and drink bghteousness
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit; he who teasses Christ
is acceptable to God and approved by meRomans 14:17-18

The root of Jesse shall come, he who rises tothdeGentiles;
in him shall the Gentiles hope. Romans 15:12

We are God’s messengers and ambassadors on esstis. J
has sent us to usher in His kingdom . Through useteonly
proclaim the kingdom , but we demonstrate it in éaning
actions to others. We care about people. The Gibithe King
of heaven is shining through us into a world ofkdass.

“You are the light of the world. A city set on dl lwannot be
hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under afoelsbut on a
stand, and it gives light to all in the house. lyeur light so
shine before men, that they may see your good vamésgive
glory to your Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16

The Gospel of the kingdom

The word Gospel means glad tidings, or good neesus]
preached the Gospel of the kingdom . One definibibiine word
Gospel is “the glad tidings of the coming kingdornGod.”
Jesus would tell people that the kingdom of heavas at hand,
and suddenly people would experience the powergandness
of heaven. Incredible miracles would happen.

God’s desire is to establish His kingdom on ea#h.
kingdom in which people are saved, healed, deldjefed,
clothed, encouraged, and given hope.

And he went about all Galilee, teaching in theinagogues and
preaching the gospel of the kingdom and healingyetdsease
and every infirmity among the people. Matthew 4:23
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The signs of the kingdom

When John the Baptist doubted whether Jesus was the
Messiah, Jesus sent him the following message:
“...Go and tell John what you hear and see: the bliadeive
their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleanard the deaf
hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor lypee news
preached to them.” Matthew 11:4-5
King Jesus had come proclaiming the Good News e@f th
kingdom . The proof of the Gospel message wasdrsitns.

Jesus said that these signs will follow those wiebebe.
When you believe in the King of Heaven, the goodnes
heaven shall be manifest in you, and around you.

“And these signs will accompany those who beli@veny name
they will cast out demons; they will speak in nemgues; they
will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deattiyng, it will
not hurt them; they will lay their hands on theksiand they will
recover." Mark 16:17-18

Furthermore, as we proclaim the Gospel of the kingd

Jesus Himself will come and work with us. When Bilgle says
that Jesus worked with them, it doesn’t mean in esmague
sense. It means that Jesus was actually presepindeHis
followers to do His work. After His ascension, Hasm't there
physically, but He was definitely there in the H&pirit. When
we proclaim the kingdom of God, Jesus will actalbme and
help us.
So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to, thashtaken
up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand @d.GAnd they
went forth and preached everywhere, while the Lwatked
with them and confirmed the message by the sigisattended
it. Amen. Mark 16:19-20

The key to the manifest Presence of Jesus, isetachrJesus
and the Gospel of His kingdom . To preach Jestwirsvite His
Presence. The early church did not focus on thereser some
vague theological concept. The early church prehchesus
Christ and Him crucified.
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For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesussthas Lord,
with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.
2 Corinthians 4:5

Paul the apostle shares his experience of howewe had
abandoned him. Yet the Lord stood with him andngjtieened
him to preach the Gospel. | believe that Jesusaligtstands
with us when we proclaim His Word. When we witndes
someone Jesus is there helping us. | have frequérethrd
healing testimonies in which people saw Jesus stgriokefore
them. They physically felt His healing hand laiconghem, and
His power flow through them. Praise God, Jesusitis us, just
as He promised.
At my first defence no one took my part; all desgbrne. May it
not be charged against them! But the Lord stoodhbyand gave
me strength to proclaim the message fully, thathal Gentiles
might hear it. So | was rescued from the lion's tholihe Lord
will rescue me from every evil and save me forHaavenly
kingdom. To him be the glory for ever and ever. Ame

2 Timothy 4:16-18

Having open eyes to kingdom opportunities

The other day | was walking up the main streetowin. |
noticed a little girl around 2 years of age chasangigeon. She
ran to the edge of the footpath and then was atmouin onto
the road. | immediately reached out and gently toekarm. At
that moment | noticed her father running to stopflem going
onto the busy road. The dad thanked me, and | equlahat his
girl was chasing a pigeon.

As we chatted | noticed another man standing thHéeesaid
to me: “I'm sorry, | never realized what was happgri He
could have stopped the little girl, but he was ioffhis own
world. He didn’t see the need.

| continued up the street and felt the Holy Smpeaking to
me. How often we as Christians are blind to thedeesround
us. We just aren’t aware of the opportunities that is giving
us to help people. | wonder how many times | havssed
opportunities to show God’s love to needy peoplewhbften
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have | been like that man caught up in his own gints; who
didn’t see the danger to that little girl.

May God fill our hearts with compassion for pegme that
our eyes are opened to see the opportunities arosnéGod’s
kingdom comes as we lovingly meet the needs arasndVe
are vessels of God’s love and goodness to needygaeo

Jesus was constantly seeing the opportunitiesdrbim for
the kingdom . When Jesus came to the pool of Bdthdde saw
a lame man waiting for the water to be stirred hyaagel. He
was waiting for his healing. Jesus saw the oppdstunook
advantage of the situation, and healed the manwas$ a
manifestation of the Good News of the kingdom adven. God
will also give us opportunities for His kingdom rust Him He
will bring it about.

“After this there was a feast of the Jews; and 3esent up to
Jerusalem. Now there is at Jerusalem by the shemjeina
pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethestaving
five porches. {market: or, gate} In these lay aareultitude of
impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting fihe moving of
the water. For an angel went down at a certain seasto the
pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then fafiier the
troubling of the water stepped in was made wholelwdtsoever
disease he had. And a certain man was there, whath an
infirmity thirty and eight years. When Jesus saw lie, and
knew that he had been now a long time in that cheesaith

unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? The impotent man

answered him, Sir, | have no man, when the wateoisled, to
put me into the pool: but while I am coming, anoteeppeth
down before me. Jesus saith unto him, Rise, takbyuped, and
walk. And immediately the man was made whole, aol tip
his bed, and walked: and on the same day was thigasia.”
John 5:1-AV
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The Secret Place of the
Kingdom

Secret and Revealed

One of the great principles of the kingdom of Gothat it is
both secret and revealed. The kingdom is a rewvalah the
natural of what has occurred in the secret plaberf'is a secret
place where we can meet with God. Jesus wants e @nd
commune with us in a special way in our hearts here in the
secret place that God speaks, and faith arisesdocome and
conquer.
“Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if any omears my
voice and opens the door, | will come in to him aad with
him, and he with me.” Revelations 3:20

"And when you pray, you must not be like the hyipessrfor
they love to stand and pray in the synagogues arideastreet
corners, that they may be seen by men. Truly, teaypu, they
have received their reward. But when you pray, g iyour
room and shut the door and pray to your Father whan
secret; and your Father who sees in secret willangwou.”
Matthew 6:5-6
Moses had his place of communion with God, faryafiem
the Israelite camp.
Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it ositdié camp,
far off from the camp; and he called it the tenhadeting. And
every one who sought the LORD would go out to éme of
meeting, which was outside the camp. Whenever Masaisout
to the tent, all the people rose up, and every staod at his
tent door, and looked after Moses, until he hadegoro the
tent. When Moses entered the tent, the pillar ofictlwould
descend and stand at the door of the tent, and @RD would
speak with Moses. And when all the people saw ilke pf
cloud standing at the door of the tent, all the gdeavould rise
up and worship, every man at his tent door. Thus tORD
used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man spealhis
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friend. Exodus 33:7-11

| used to go along to meetings of evangelist, Bubritzky. |
would sit there and watch as the power of Goddatl people
received miraculous healings. | could see what lvegepening in
the physical, but not in the spiritual realm. |dlgbt to myself:
“There is something going on here in the unseemrehat is
effecting the meeting. But | cannot see it.” Thaseen realm of
encounter between the Holy Spirit and Bill Subrnta& what |
would call the secret place.

The Secret place of Jesus

In the life and teaching of Jesus we have glimpgeesus in
the secret place. When Jesus was a child He kefpdrients and
went to the temple. His parents were worried aoédd all over
for Him. Eventually they found Him in the templeesiis
guestioned His parents as to why they did not wstded that
He must be in His Father’s house.
“And when they saw him they were astonished; asdrother
said to him, "Son, why have you treated us so? lBelyour
father and | have been looking for you anxiousAnd he said
to them, "How is it that you sought me? Did you kratw that |
must be in my Father's house?"” Luke 2:48-49

To say that God was His Father, was regardedasplemy
by the religious. Yet Jesus understood that Goddddim, as a
father loves a son. Jesus was not in the templeadiogious
reasons. He was there to be with His Father. Thihe secret
place of God.

Numerous times we see Jesus in the secret plasgs yeas
alone praying and fasting for 40 days in the wihdss. After
this He went forth in the power of the Holy Spilite also see
Jesus in the secret place of prayer alone duriagidht on the
mountain. Jesus was in that secret place when ldated drops
of blood in the garden of Gethsemane just before Hi
crucifixion. There is a secret place of prayer aodhmunion
with God.
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“In these days he went out to the mountain to pemd all night
he continued in prayer to God. And when it was deycalled
his disciples, and chose from them twelve, whommdmaed
apostles...” Luke 6:12-13

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayansl
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to himowtas able to
save him from death, and he was heard for his giealy.
Hebrews 5:7
Jesus’ ministry was an outward flow of the sectet. Jesus
always worked in loving relationship with His Fathee taught
what He had heard from His Father in the secretepla
So Jesus answered them, "My teaching is not mutehib who
sent Me; if any man's will is to do his will, hbaad know
whether the teaching is from God or whether | amagmg on
my own authority. John 7:16-17

The miraculous works of Jesus, were first revetdddim by
His Father in the secret place.
Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, | say to yole Bon can do
nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees Rather
doing; for whatever he does, that the Son doesvise For the
Father loves the Son, and shows him all that hesélihis doing;
and greater works than these will he show him, @i may
marvel. John 5:19-20

The secret place of our heart

Jesus promised that He and the Father in heavetdwme
us. He promised that He would manifest Himself $0 @Qne of
the disciples didn’t understand this teaching. Blesalesus how
could He manifest Himself to His disciples and twothe world.
He did not understand that there is a spiritual ifeatation of
Christ in the heart of a believer. This is a mastd&on that is
unseen by the world.
“He who has my commandments and keeps them, beniho
loves me; and he who loves me will be loved by atlyef, and |
will love him and manifest myself to him.” Judast(tscariot)
said to him, "Lord, how is it that you will manifg®urself to us,
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and not to the world?" Jesus answered him, ‘If anrftves me,
he will keep my word, and my Father will love hand we will
come to him and make our home with him.” John 14:21-23

In the heart God creates a loving home where Wellsl in
us. It is a beautiful place of love and harmonyplace where
He speaks to us, loves, encourages and corredtssithe place
where the gifts and power of the Holy Spirit flow.

“As the Father has loved me, so have | loved ydugl@in my
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abiday love,
just as | have kept my Father's commandments ait ab his
love. These things | have spoken to you, that mynay be in
you, and that your joy may be full.” John 15:9-11

The secret place is fundamental for operating enkingdom
of heaven. The Jews thought that Jesus had comstdblish a
political kingdom and overthrow the Roman governtn@ihey
believed that Jesus would establish Israel as@ggpendent state
from Rome, forming His own government.

But Jesus did not come to establish a politicab#tom. He
came to establish a heavenly kingdom in the hedrfseople
everywhere. One of the great keys to moving inkihgdom of
God, is to know that the kingdom is within you.

“The kingdom of God cometh not with observationitiés
shall they say, ‘Lo here!” or, Lo there!” for, bddothe kingdom
of God is within you”. Luke 17:20-21AV

The kingdom of God is found in the glorious masition
of Christ within our hearts.
For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out adrkness,"
who has shone in our hearts to give the light efkhowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we hthis treasure
in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendanwepbelongs
to God and not to us. 2 Corinthians 4:6-7

The secret place of the kingdom is where we listeaich
and wait upon the Holy Spirit.
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“Happy is the man who listens to me, watching datymy
gates, waiting beside my doors. For he who findsfinas life
and obtains favor from the LORD; but he who missesnjures
himself; all who hate me love death.” Proverbs 8:34-36

So where is this secret place? How do we get thBx@ we
have to ascend into heaven? We simply come ne@otb by
faith in His Word. The apostle Paul says:

But the righteousness based on faith says, Do aptirs your
heart, "Who will ascend into heaven?" (that is,biing Christ
down) or "Who will descend into the abyss?" (tlgtto bring
Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? Woed is
near you, on your lips and in your heart (that ise word of
faith which we preach); because, if you confesé wdur lips
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart thatl@aised him
from the dead, you will be saved. For man beliewéh his
heart and so is justified, and he confesses wigHips and so is
saved. Romans 10:6-10

Your Father who is in secret

Jesus said that our Father is in secret. He isehididm most
people. He is hidden from those who do not seek, ldmd those
who do not believe in Him. But He is found by thagleo seek
Him. Those who find Him are filled with His treasst
“But when you fast, anoint your head and wash yfage, that
your fasting may not be seen by men but by younefatho is
in secret; and your Father who sees in secret sgilVard you.”

Matthew 6:17-18

| love those who love me, and those who seek mgertlly find
me. Riches and honor are with me, enduring wealtid a
prosperity. My fruit is better than gold, even figeld, and my
yield than choice silver. | walk in the way of righusness, in
the paths of justice, endowing with wealth those \dve me,
and filling their treasuries. Proverbs 8:17-21

The secrets of the kingdom of God are availabl¢htse
who abide in the secret place. Those outside algnorance
and confusion. They may see the effects of thedang on
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peoples lives, but they do not perceive its glarg power. They
may hear the Word of God but they have no inneetstdnding
and revelation. Jesus said:

And he said to them, "To you has been given theetset the
kingdom of God, but for those outside everythina isarables;
so that they may indeed see but not perceive, andindeed
hear but not understand; lest they should turn agand be
forgiven." Mark 4:11-12

Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward beingegréfore teach
me wisdom in my secret heart. Psalm 51:6

The secret place in God is where:

» God reveals what He is about to do

The secret place is the place of revelation, wiscaml
counsel. Here the Lord is like a Shepherd leadmgquhe right
path. At times He will give us divine insight in®tuations,
showing us what will happen and what we are to do.
“Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, without reveglihis
secret to his servants the prophets.” Amos 3:7

* There is protection

In the hidden place we are protected from the enédoyg is
our refuge and shelter. We can laugh at the clgdlenve face,
because our security is in Him. Others may be mreecby fear,
but we rejoice knowing that God is our sufficiency.
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, \abales in the
shadow of the Almighty, will say to the LORD, "Mfuge and
my fortress; my God, in whom | trust.” For helwligliver you
from the snare of the fowler and from the deadistifgnce; he
will cover you with his pinions, and under his wsngou will
find refuge... Psalm 91:1-4

Because you have made the LORD your refuge, thé iNgh
your habitation, no evil shall befall you, no scgarcome near
your tent. For he will give his angels charge ofiyo guard you
in all your ways. Psalm 91:9-11
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* Prayers are answered
Where does thunder come from? The secret placdsts a
called the place of thunder. It is the place ofwared prayer
and deliverance in times of need.
In distress you called, and | delivered you; | agssd you in the
secret place of thunder... Psalm 81:7

* We are rewarded

God is close to the humble and distant from theugrdhe
secret place is the place of humility, and it isoalhe place of
great reward. It is the person who humbly commuwi¢is God
in his heart that will be rewarded by God.
“But when you give alms, do not let your left hdaww what
your right hand is doing, so that your alms mayitesecret;
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

Matthew 6:3-4

» There is true abundance

The secret place is not dependent on this physiodd, nor
on our situations. Outwardly we may have troublas within
we are abounding in the riches and glory of Chirsthe secret
place of Christ we find the strength to do all tGatd has called
us to do. Truly the secret place is the indwellkiggdom of
heaven.
Not that | complain of want; for | have learned, whatever
state | am, to be content. | know how to be abaaed | know
how to abound; in any and all circumstances | hieagned the
secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance aadtw can
do all things in him who strengthens mé&hilippians 4:11-13
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Faith in an Unseen
Kingdom

The unseen kingdom

To walk by faith is to walk in the Holy Spirit. i$ to walk in
a different dimension, a heavenly dimension. Owspial feet
are walking on physical ground, but our spiritugletf are
walking on a heavenly plane. The air we breathhigsizal, but
our spiritual lungs are breathing in a heavenly &ire eyes of
our heart see beyond the natural into heavenljtie=al

To walk by faith is to move in this other dimensiohthe
Holy Spirit. When the Psalmist was having some peop
problems he wrote:
| walk before the LORD in the land of the livingkelpt my faith,
even when | said, "I am greatly afflicted”; | said my
consternation, "Men are all a vain hope.” Psalm 116:9-11

What an amazing statement! He was walking on tvfereint
dimensional planes. In one dimension he was walkiiii
problematic people. In another dimension he wakinglwith
the Lord. This is the walk of faith.

The blessing of God is upon those who walk byhfaand not
according to what they see with their natural eyésd's
blessing and favor is upon those who lift their ydf the
natural and believe in the riches of heaven.

Thomas refused to believe the words of Christ thatthe
third day Christ would be raised to life. After thesurrection
Jesus appears to Thomas. It is only when Thomasigaily
sees Jesus that he believes. When Jesus appédrenas, he
rebukes him for his unbelief.

Eight days later, his disciples were again in theuse, and
Thomas was with them. The doors were shut, butsJesme
and stood among them, and said, "Peace be witH' yicthen he
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said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see arnydh; and
put out your hand, and place it in my side; do betfaithless,
but believing." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and@od!"
Jesus said to him,_"Have you believed because gwe been
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and y@teheél
John 20:26-29

The object of our faith and hope is an unseen kingd The
eyes of faith are focused on things that the nhiya cannot
perceive. Faith always precedes the visible blgssiRaith is the
assurance that what is unseen is true and sha# tomass. It is
by our faith that we receive divine approval.
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for,ciweviction of
things not seen. For by it the men of old receividne
approval. Hebrews 11:1-2

Ps John Kilpatrick shares how God spoke to him alioel
Pensacola Revival in the USA before it happenedbéleved
what he did not see. He called his congregatiopr&y every
Sunday night for 30 months for revival. After thisne the
heavens were opened and over 4 million peopleedshis
church.

Abraham was told that he would have a son. Now Adma
was an old man when he received the word. The Biéjs that
the womb of his wife was as good as dead. Abrahaited by
faith for Isaac to be conceived. He walked not atiog to what
he saw in the natural, but according to the wortheflLord.

In hope he believed against hope, that he shoutwbrbe the
father of many nations; as he had been told, "Sall sfjour

descendants be." He did not weaken in faith whecohsidered
his own body, which was as good as dead becausasi@bout
a hundred years old, or when he considered thedraress of
Sarah's womb. No distrust made him waver concernirg
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faitthagyave glory
to God, fully convinced that God was able to datne had
promised. Romans 4:18-21

To walk by faith is to walk in this unseen Holy 8pi
dimension. The challenge is not to allow what yae snd
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experience in the natural to cloud your spirituagdion. The

greater reality is the heavenly realm, not the rht$atan wants
to shake our faith, by getting us focused on thegtthat we
experience.

The Word of Christ

Faith is based not on what we see and experiendben
natural, but upon the unseen realities of the kimgaf heaven.
Faith arises when we hear the Word of Christ ingpirit. The
Word of God is supreme, it is true, it is abovethmg that we
may experience whether it be poverty, sicknessn,par
discouragement.

We are to hear the Word of God with our ears, ant our
spirit as well. When you hear that rhema word gifieof faith is
imparted. You have a supernatural confidence of twid
surely take place. When faith arises in your h#@h you step
out and act confidently. The kingdom of heaven vkénd
towards you, and all things will be put in order.

So faith comes from what is heard, and what is dh&@mes by
the preaching of Christ. Romans 10:17

For if any one is a hearer of the word and not &ide is like
a man who observes his natural face in a mirrorpr he
observes himself and goes away and at once fonges he was
like. James 1:23-24
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Kingdom Nuggets

Blind woman’s eyes opened




Your Kingdom Come 60

Both of Nadia's eyes had been operated on twice. In
order to read she wore thick glasses and used aifyiag
glass. We saw her coming into the building beinigpéx down
the stairs so as not to fall. Here we see Nadiehiag out to the
Lord Jesus for healing.

Ps Mark told her that heavenly Light was shiningpin
her eyes. Then Nadia was asked to do somethingsisitgde, to
read from a chorus sheet, without her magnifyingsgl or
glasses. As she struggled to read, that's whennthacle
happened. Suddenly she could read. She cried out:

"It's a miracle. It's a miracle. | can see. | caa.%

Nadia was overcome with joy. She just wanted tal rea
and read that sheet of paper. She could even heagize 10 fine
print of the church bulletin. We rejoice with Nadior God's
goodness to her. Praise the Lord!

Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that | am dbldo this?”
They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” Then He touchedirtreyes,
saying, “According to your faith be it done to you.

Matthew 9:29-30



Your Kingdom Come 61

Faith releases the Glory

Signs of the Glory

The Glory of Jesus is manifested through the signslis
kingdom . Miracles, signs, wonders, the power otiGand the
gifts of the Spirit all point to the Glory of Jeswashd His
kingdom . When we experience God's power, we are
experiencing the Glory of Jesus.
They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, aglt df thy
power... Psalm 145:11

People who make jokes about the power and gifteeHoly
Spirit have a superficial understanding of theirgmse. They
may have seen God’s power, but they have not seeGldry.
When God manifests His power it is meant to lead iydo the
Glorious Presence of Jesus.

The Glory of Jesus effects the physical world wee lin.
When | see people healed it isn't just that I'menested in an
extraordinary phenomena. | want to experience Jésmant to
experience His Presence and Majesty through that ginengs
He does. Such an encounter with Jesus deepens sirg de
serve Him, and to lovingly worship Him.

Every time God answers our prayers it is so thatcae
experience His Glory. Jesus promised us that wkatee ask in
His Name He would do it. Why? So that the Fatheuldide
glorified in the Son.

"Truly, truly, | say to you, he who believes in wi# also do the
works that | do; and greater works than these vaé do,
because | go to the Father. Whatever you ask imanye, | will
do it, that the Father may be glorified in the Sanyou ask
anything in my name, | will do it.” John 14:12-14

Water changed to wine

Jesus went to a wedding feast in the town of Camnahe
wedding party they had a crisis, the wine had run m those
days to run out of wine at a wedding was a gredia@rassment
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to the hosts. Mary, the mother of Jesus, came dos)&ith the
problem. Jesus answered her:

“O woman, what have you to do with me? My hour hasyet
come.” John 2:4

Mary’'s faith was being tested. But she did not wa®&he
persisted in her faith, saying to the servants \idwtever he
tells you.” (v.5). It was Mary’s faith that releas&od’s Glory.
Jesus instructed the servants to fill the six vpates of stone
with water. This was a total of approximately 8#dek (180
gallons) of water.

The servants followed the instructions of Jesusy terved it
to the master of the feast. To his amazement itoquatity wine.
The master of the feast then called the bridegrsaymg:
“Every man serves the good wine first; and when rhawe
drunk freely, then the poor wine; but you have képt good
wine until now.” John 2:10

The changing of water to wine at the wedding feiast
described as a sign that manifested the Glory afsCHt was
not just an extraordinary miracle. It actually ralse the Glory
of Jesus and caused people to believe in Him.

This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at CangGiailee, and
manifested His glory; and his disciples believedim.
John 2:11
| believe that we can experience the Glory of Jebusugh
the His works. | love to see miracles happen bexdsough
them we experience the Glory of Jesus. Miraclessayes that
point us to Him.

Faith precedes the Glory

How can we experience the Glory of Jesus? Jes&s gis
the simple answer: believe in Him. Just set yoarti® believe
in Him, implicitly and completely.

| remember preaching at a church. | noticed thetetlwas a
woman lying on the church pew. I thought she wasmhg
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during my sermon. After the service she came to and
explained that she was lying on the pew becausesgtiered
acute back pain, and could not sit. She told meé #sashe
listened to the sermon on miracles she strugglekinvherself.
As she lay there she thought about her husband redently
had died of cancer. All these thoughts were gohrgugh her
head as | preached on the God of miracles.

However, the woman overcame her negative thoughpait
her faith in Jesus. She shuffled towards me usingaking
frame. She suffered terrible back pain. She toldsime wanted
prayer for healing. In the Name of Jesus we todkaity over
the demon that was afflicting her. The power of Hay Spirit
came upon her, and with one cough that demon éft$he was
instantly healed. In fact God’s power came uponsaestrongly
that she later said it made her hair curl. Alleluiavas her faith
in Jesus that released the Glory of God. She sde dser
walking frame and walked pain free. Praise God.

If you believe you will see the Glory

The raising of Lazarus to life was a clear sigr tiexealed
the Glory of God. When Jesus heard that Lazarusillyade
said:
“This illness is not unto death; it is for the gloof God, so that
the Son of God may be glorified by means of itJohn 11:4

Lazarus lay very sick in bed, close to death. Hstes was
Mary, who had anointed Jesus’ feet with very expensagrant
oil. His other sister, Martha, had prepared foadJesus and the
disciples. Jesus had eaten in her house. Thisyfamait close to
Jesus. He knew them. In fact the message thaidtezsssent to
Jesus was “Behold he whom you love is sick..” Later read
that “Jesus loved Martha and her sister and LaZarys.5).
These were people that Jesus personally knew &ed.lo

Yet Jesus did not go to them. He was not movedhey t
expectations of people, He did not feel obligatedd¢ things
simply because of natural, human affections forppecHe was
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moved instead by the Spirit of God. He saw theppse of God
Almighty in that situation. He knew that God wasngpto be
glorified. Through the raising of Lazarus from tdead many
would come to believe in Him. Jesus is the Authud Rerfecter
of our faith. If we are to move in faith, we arelde moved by
the Holy Spirit, and not because we feel obliged do
something.

| am not saying that we are to be without compass$u
people. Jesus also wept at the tomb. | remembeivieg a
phone call late at night. One of the young menuwfaturch had
a terrible accident at work. Lime dust had blowtoihis eyes
while he was mixing cement. The lime had eaten lngocornea
and left him blind. A friend called us asking farager.

| wanted to get up and drive to the hospital aray por him.
But the Holy Spirit spoke to my heart to simplyibeé and go
back to bed. | went back to bed and slept well,atatll worried
about the situation. | had a wonderful peace thates when we
trust the Lord. Incredibly the Lord completely heghithe man’s
eyesight, after not being able to see anything.

Jesus looked past the situation of Lazarus’ clitlbgess. He
looked far beyond it into the heavenly places. Aledsaid
But when Jesus heard it he said, "This illnessoisumto death;
it is for the glory of God, so that the Son of Goaly be glorified
by means of it.” John 11:4
Jesus looked past the sickness and with the eyiestlofsaw the
Glory that was about to be released. Jesus isreat gxample.

May you look beyond your natural circumstances.f&th,
rejoice, in the victory that is about to be relead®y faith look
beyond the natural to see the Glory. When you Wwglkaith you
will enter into another dimension of kingdom timiée things
that God is about to do will become a present ppyresent
experience.

When Jesus told his disciples that He was goinigatzarus,
they became afraid. They thought that the Jews dvstbne
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Him. Jesus with the eyes of faith was seeing tkarrection of
Lazarus from the dead. He was looking at the Gédr§god soon
to be released. But the disciples were full of fedrey were
focused not on the kingdom , but on the naturdhredesus said
to them:

“Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any amalks in the
day, he does not stumble, because he sees thefighs world.

But if any one walks in the night, he stumblesabsee the light
is not in him.” John 11:9-10

If we walk with our eyes on the circumstance wegomg to
start stumbling around in the dark. The Light far path does
not come from worrying about our circumstancesddes not
come from looking at the problem. Look up and badieLook
up and see the Light of Christ, and you will nainsble.

Jesus arrives at the tomb of Lazarus. Lazarus basbeen
dead for four days. Jesus commands: “Take awaystibree”.
But Martha is overcome by doubt. She thinks ofgtesnch of a
dead body. What a contrast between Jesus, fulhefHoly
Spirit, and Martha, overcome by worry and doubtwNisten to
the wonderful words of Jesus:

“Did | not tell you that if you would believe yowuld see the
glory of God” John 11:40

Here Jesus gives us one of the great keys to sdenGlory
of God: faith precedes the Glory. The glory of Gedeleased
by believing in Jesus. That means being willingyéb it wrong,
maybe making mistakes, being willing to take rigksGod, not
worrying about what other people think of us, chegdo be a
God-pleaser and not a man-pleaser, stepping ocotiro€omfort
zone for God. How much do we want to see his Gl&y8ugh
to humble ourselves?

Jesus stood before the tomb of Lazarus. His eyes ma on
that stench filled tomb. His eyes were lifted t@aven. He began
to audibly thank God. Faith will always lead usoimraise and
thanksgiving. Faith is thanking God for what wiligpen.
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Think of the situation around the tomb of LazarBsople
are mourning, filled with grief and doubt. But there see Jesus
standing before them. His eyes are lifted to heawed He is
giving thanks to God. Faith will lead you to praise

We will never get faith from our natural situatioRaith
comes when you lift your eyes to heaven. Alleluia!
So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted sigyes and
said, "Father, | thank thee that thou hast heard rm&new that
thou hearest me always, but | have said this omatcof the
people standing by, that they may believe that tthdst send
me." When he had said this, he cried with a lowite;
"Lazarus, come out." The dead man came out, hisidramd
feet bound with bandages, and his face wrapped aithoth.
Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go.”

John 11:41-44

Recently | went to Vanuatu on a mission trip. @Ga Sunday
morning | attended a small church service. | fedt Lord say to
me that there was a woman deaf in her left ear, H@dvas
going to heal her. Right then | knew | had a chd@enake. |
could believe, or | could doubt. | could focus tughts like:
“How can a deaf person receive their hearing?”

| spoke out the word of knowledge and the Lord tHigl rest.
He opened the woman’s deaf ear. Faith in JesusiCliways
releases the Glory of God.
“And these signs will accompany those who beligveny name
they will cast out demons; they will speak in nengues; they
will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deattiyng, it will
not hurt them; they will lay their hands on theksiand they will
recover.” Mark 16:17-18

Prevailing faith

| have one thing | want to say, faith releasesgibey of God.
Do you want to see the glory of God? Then set ymart to
believe the promises of God until you receive é&kd hold of
God in faith and do not let go.
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Look at Jacob. He wrestled with the angel of Gdcdhigjht.
When Jacob would not let the angel go, the angethed
Jacob’s thigh, causing him to limp. But he still e not let
him go. Then the angel pleaded with Jacob to reldam,
saying:“Let me go, for the day is breakingBut Jacob refused.
He hung on in faith.

Jacob had wrestled all night. He was limping on lege The
angel pleaded with Jacob to let him go. But Jacd ® the
angel: ‘1 will not let you go, unless you bless maHiis is the
type of faith that releases the glory of God.

Then he said, "Let me go, for the day is breakigut Jacob
said, "l will not let you go, unless you bless me.”
Genesis 32:26

When you set yourself to believe there will be snvehere
you feel that you are wrestling with God. Times vehgou may
feel that God is pulling away. You may have beexyjmg for a
long time. You may feel tired. The physical sitoatimay not
look good. You may not feel the Presence of Godspide all
this you will not let go of the Lord. You persevaeirre faith,
calling out to God saying: “I will not let you galess you bless
me.” God is looking for that type of perseveringha

When the angel of the Lord saw that Jacob woutdetdim
go, he said to him:
"What is your name?" And he said, "Jacob.”" Thenshéa,
"Your name shall no more be called Jacob, but Isri you
have striven with God and with men, and have pteddi

Genesis 32:27-28

Problems with people can disillusion you, and disage
your faith. People can say and do things that laxtob was the
inheritor of the Abrahamic blessing, but look at tfamily
problems he had. He fled from his brother, Esalwg whnted to
kill him. He escaped to a foreign land where heifelove with
a girl named Rachel.

In order to marry her he had to pay the bridaleon€ seven
years hard work, caring night and day for the fkckt the end
of seven years he was cheated by his father-indawan, and
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given Rachel’s sister, Leah instead. Then he haebt& another
seven years to marry Rachel. All up he waited la&rsdor his
bride to be.

After this Laban cheated Jacob again robbing himhisf
wages. Jacob flees from Laban, only to be confrbitte his
brother Esau and 400 armed men. Esau had his opggrtor
revenge. Satan was out to destroy Jacob. So mamysthad
gone wrong in Jacob’s life, but Jacob did not gige By faith
he prevailed both with God and with man. His prkwgifaith
released the victory and the blessing.

Esau forgave Jacob and they were wonderfully ratamhc
By faith Jacob overcame his problems, became a wegfthy
man, and lived to see his grandchildren. Do we wargee the
glory of God? Jesus gave us the key. Simply beliavelim.
Faith will release the Glory.



Your Kingdom Come 69

The Coming Kingdom

The kingdom of heaven is a much greater reality ttiee
physical. When the kingdom of God comes down upsnthe
physical realm must yield to its authority. The aognof King
Jesus brought the manifestation of His kingdom earth. The
kingdom of heaven is always advanced through theateng of
Jesus.

John the Baptist preached:

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.Matthew 3:2
John was the last of the Old Covenant prophetscange with a
prophecy that the kingdom was about to come watus. John
knew that heaven was about to descend upon eatth thhe
appearing of its King. The kingdom of heaven wasmanifest
in John’s ministry. The kingdom could not arrivetil Jesus
had come. Jesus said:

“Truly, | say to you, among those born of womenéHheas risen
no one greater than John the Baptist; yet he wheast in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” Matthew 11:11

Then Jesus came on the scene, preaching:
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at handVlatthew 4:17
He was speaking the word of faith. He was declattiag) heaven
was about to be manifest among them.

There is an order in heaven. In heaven there isicimness,
no pain, no tears, no sin, or any type of disor&er.when the
kingdom of heaven comes among us we can expect a
manifestation of that same heavenly order.
And he went about all Galilee, teaching in theinagogues and
preaching the gospel of the kingdom and healingyedsease
and every infirmity among the people. So his fampeeas
throughout all Syria, and they brought him all thiek, those
afflicted with various diseases and pains, dema)iapileptics,
and paralytics, and he healed them. Matthew 4:23-24
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Jesus sent out His 12 disciples commanding them:
“Preach as you go, saying, 'The kingdom of heasgeat ihand.'
Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, castdemons.
You received without paying, give without pay.”
Matthew 10:7-8
After Jesus ascended into heaven, the apostlesaedtto
preach the kingdom of God. In Acts 19 we read @k Paul
stayed for two years in Ephesus. While there hetiroally
preached about the kingdom of God. His message was
confirmed by a manifestation of the kingdom with
extraordinary miracles.
And he entered the synagogue and for three morbkes
boldly, arguing and pleading about the kingdom add{but
when some were stubborn and disbelieved, speakihgfethe
Way before the congregation, he withdrew from theking the
disciples with him, and argued daily in the hall Byrannus.
This continued for two years, so that all the resis$ of Asia
heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Gredksd God did
extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, so ttha
handkerchiefs or aprons were carried away fromidady to the
sick, and diseases left them and the evil spidtae out of them.
Acts 19:8-12
We can see the effect of the kingdom of God upeopfe:
the blind see, the lame walk, tumours disappeaddmed hearts
are broken in repentance, people shout with prass; laugh
with heavenly joy, they fall under His power, andep with the
Glory.

When the King comes things suddenly change. Our
circumstances are like the trees of the forest lloat low to
honour the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Thinpat we so
desired and prayed for suddenly bend before thel.Llooved
ones are saved, finances are released, closed aleoopened in
the mighty Name of Jesus.

The voice of the LORD makes the oaks to whirl, gtngs the
forests bare; and in his temple all cry, "GloryThe LORD sits
enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits enthronsdkiag for
ever.” Psalm 29:9-10
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The treasures of heaven

In this world there are rich kingdoms and poorgkioms.
Poor kingdoms fail to adequately provide for th@iizens. The
greatest kingdom of all is the kingdom of heavermthihg
compares to its wealth, glory and power. All thealtg and
treasures of this physical universe were originally
manifestation of heaven. The beautiful stars amatigis declare
the glory of God.
Ever since the creation of the world His invisibhature,
namely, his eternal power and deity, has been bigzrceived
in the things that have been made. Romans 1:20

The heavens are telling the glory of God; and tinmdment
proclaims his handiwork. Psalm 19:1

The greatest wealth is not what is seen, but whainseen.
The physical is but a shadow of the glory of heavdrey speak
of a greater glory. All the riches and glory of tkegdom of
heaven belong to Jesus Christ who sits upon thgdkim
throne:

Then | looked, and | heard around the throne anel liking
creatures and the elders the voice of many angrisbering
myriads of myriads and thousands of thousandsyingawith a
loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, &zeive
power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor gliody
and blessing!" And | heard every creature in heaag on
earth and under the earth and in the sea, andratein, saying,
"To him who sits upon the throne and to the Lamiblessing
and honor and glory and might for ever and evefliid the four
living creatures said, "Amen!" and the elders fédwn and
worshiped. Revelations 5:11-14

When you receive Jesus into your heart, you dnterthis
glorious heavenly kingdom . As a citizen of heawadnts riches
are yours to be enjoyed. The true riches of heaen our
inheritance. They are ours by faith in the mighgni of Jesus.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesuss€@iBy his
great mercy we have been born anew to a living hbpaugh
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, @aodan
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inheritance which is imperishable, undefiled, amfading, kept
in heaven for you... 1 Peter 1:3-4

...Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the first-bofnthe dead,
and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who lovesaand has
freed us from our sins by his blood and made usngdiom,
priests to his God and Father, to him be glory aatinion for
ever and ever. Amen. Revelations 1:5-6

'The priority of heaven
When you have the kingdom you have everything you

need. When you realize this you will give up evienyy for the
kingdom .

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hiddenfield, which a
man found and covered up; then in his joy he goessells all
that he has and buys that field. "Again, the komgdof heaven

is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, wbw,finding one
pearl of great value, went and sold all that he laad bought it.

Matthew 13:44-46

Life is not about what we own: house, car, or nyimethe
bank. Life is much more than that. The Lord canvigle house
and car, but it is the priorities of heaven thagdh&o become our
priorities. What is truly important is the conditi@f your soul
before God. There is nothing more important thamnip Jesus
and obeying Him. Jesus said:

“Take heed, and beware of all covetousness; foram'snlife
does not consist in the abundance of his possesSion
Luke 12:15

Jesus told a parable of a rich man who builtdatgarns and
occupied himself in being rich. But one night Gaine to him
and said:

“Fool! This night your soul is required of you; drthe things
you have prepared, whose will they be?” So is he Valys up
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

Luke 12:20-21
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Because we are citizens of the kingdom of heawerare not
to worry about anything here on earth. All thoseovidelong to
the kingdom of heaven by faith enjoy its provisiéting Jesus
asks you to seek first His kingdom and He willdadter your
needs.

And he said to his disciples, "Therefore | teluyado not be
anxious about your life, what you shall eat, norab your
body, what you shall put on. For life is more tHand, and the
body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: theyher sow
nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barm pet God
feeds them. Of how much more value are you tharbitigs!
And which of you by being anxious can add a cubhi$ span
of life? If then you are not able to do as smathang as that,
why are you anxious about the rest? Consider thes]i how
they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet | telby, even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like origheese. But if
God so clothes the grass which is alive in thelftelday and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much moré kélclothe
you, O men of little faith! And do not seek what yoe to eat
and what you are to drink, nor be of anxious miRdr all the
nations of the world seek these things; and youh&aknows
that you need them. Instead, seek his kingdomtteas® things
shall be yours as well. Fear not, little flock, fdris your
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”

Luke 12:22-32

All things shall be subject to Him

One day the kingdom of heaven will rule over alll A
kingdoms and authorities of this earth shall pasaya In that
day God shall become everything to everyone. Hé lvalour
first love, and we shall be totally yielded to GhiriHis kingdom
and righteousness will be first in our lives.

Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdd&odothe
Father after destroying every rule and every auityoand

power. For he must reign until he has put all hiemies under
his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is dé&ibr God has
put all things in subjection under his feet." Bitem it says, "All
things are put in subjection under him," it is plaihat he is
excepted who put all things under him. When ahgh are
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subjected to him, then the Son himself will alssligected to
him who put all things under him, that God may bergthing to
every one. 1 Corinthians 15:24-28

This is also God’s purpose for us right now. ThatGvould
be everything to us. That we would seek first Hgggom and
His righteousness in our lives. God’s will for us that His
glorious kingdom come in our lives every day.
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Kingdom Values

True value

Our sense of worth, of value, comes from the kieogye that
we are loved by our Father in heaven, and callediny for
divine purpose. True esteem, confidence and a sainsalue
does not come from our accomplishments, or whapessess.

True confidence comes from the knowledge that we ar

forgiven, loved and accepted, precious to God, thatl He has
called us to serve Him.

When | was about 19, | went into an exam and g&+a
result. | was so discouraged, | felt miserableahted an A. The
way | felt was determined by my academic grade. WMagople
do this. They judge themselves by how their kidsave, what
type of car they drive, their salary level, how bhigir house is,
if they have the latest mobile phone, and by whethey are
socially accepted. Doubtless this is one of thenntaiuses of
people getting into debt over their heads.

True beauty
True beauty and value comes from within. From daidiag
in Christ. It is the beauty of Christ revealed thigh these
earthen vessels.
Let not yours be the outward adorning with braidiofy hair,
decoration of gold, and wearing of fine clothingt leet it be the
hidden person of the heart with the imperishableejeof a
gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight isyvprecious.
1 Peter 3:3-4
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, & mation,
God's own people, that you may declare the wonblddeds of
him who called you out of darkness into his maoul light.
Once you were no people but now you are God's peopice
you had not received mercy but now you have redeivercy.
1 Peter 2:9-10
True value comes from the knowledge that God laxgedVe
are precious to Him. We are complete in Him. We'doave to
prove ourselves to God. He accepts us just thewegre. We
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come to Him as sinners and in His mercy He forgivesBy His
grace He raises us out of our sin and justifiesHesclothes us
with white robes. Now we live not in our own strémgbut by
His wonderful grace.

How wonderful it is to look to our loving heavenBather,
and know that we are His beloved children. We erpee the
wonderful joy of being accepted and loved by Godnighty.
Our hearts cry out: “Abba Father.” We don’'t havestave to
receive His approval and love. This is possible mive accept
that Christ is our righteousness. We are confidentcome
before the Father not because of our own good wdnlks
because the Blood of Jesus cleanses us. When ther faoks
upon us He sees the righteousness of His Son.

When | received Christ into my heart | was only ten
years old. The next morning | looked out the windovsee the
sun rising. At that moment God the Father reve#ledself to
me. In that moment | knew that He is the great ©@re@od who
fills the universe and beyond. But He also showedthat He
loved me, that He is my Father and | am His son.

Ever since that day | have been aware that | hakiag
heavenly Father who cares for me. He has giverhmsupport,
love and guidance needed throughout my life. Henlgy
sustained me when my father died. Not long after day’'s
death | travelled to the States to study. | hatbdehind family
and friends. But in my grief and loneliness thevesdy Father
was there to comfort me.

What is important to us?

If you were to make a list of the most importanhgjs in
your life, | wonder what it would look like. If Godere to make
a list of the things that He thought were the migiortant for
you, would the list be radically different?

For God the most precious thing is the conditiowf soul.
Many people put a lot of emphasis on what they o¥et
possessions are temporal. It is our soul thatatesnal. This life
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will pass quickly. All our money and possessiondl we left

behind. Only our eternal soul will continue. Why &hristians
SO0 obsessed with their money, possessions andvaomeats,
and yet put so little emphasis on the conditiothefr soul. The
soul is so important to God that He sent His Saugdé¢o die for
its redemption.

By his knowledge shall the righteous one, my seéyvauake
many to be accounted righteous; and he shall bdwairt
iniquities. Isaiah 53:11

Therefore | will divide him a portion with the gteand he shall
divide the spoil with the strong; because he powedhis soul
to death, and was numbered with the transgress@tshe bore
the sin of many, and made intercession for thesgegssors.
Isaiah 53:12

There is nothing that we can give God in excharayeofir
soul, which is why Jesus paid the price for us.
For what does it profit a man, to gain the wholerioand
forfeit his life? For what can a man give in ratuior his life?

Mark 8:36-37

God does not place a value on us according to wieat
possess, or how we dress. He loves us for who eveae are of
more value than our bank account balance, our atadgades,
or the type of car we drive.
Therefore 1 tell you, do not be anxious about yidfer what you
shall eat or what you shall drink, nor about yowdy, what you
shall put on. Is not life more than food, and tleelyp more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neitlsew nor reap
nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Fatteeds them.
Are you not of more value than they? Matthew 6:25-26

And he said to them, "Take heed, and beware of all
covetousness; for a man's life does not consigierabundance
of his possessions. Luke 12:15

Jesus told a parable of a rich man who was onlgemed in
the amassing of wealth.
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And he told them a parable, saying, "The land afca man
brought forth plentifully; and he thought to himfséWWhat shall
| do, for | have nowhere to store my crops?' Ancsaiel, 'l will
do this: | will pull down my barns, and build langenes; and
there | will store all my grain and my goods. Andill say to
my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up forymaaars;
take your ease, eat, drink, be merry.' But God saidim, 'Fool!
This night your soul is required of you; and thatis you have
prepared, whose will they be?' So is he who laysegsure for
himself, and is not rich toward God." And he sa&id his
disciples, "Therefore | tell you, do not be anxi@lsout your
life, what you shall eat, nor about your body, whati shall put
on. For life is more than food, and the body mdvantclothing.
Luke 12:16-23
This is the story of many today. So many are qustcerned
about entertainment, working, shopping and eatiifg.is more
than money, possessions, or shopping. Our ideistinot to be
found in what we have, but in an eternal relatiogmstith our
heavenly Father. If we want to amass treasures timay be
eternal ones.
Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earthenghmoth and
rust consume and where thieves break in and stbedllay up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neitt@hmor rust
consumes and where thieves do not break in and stea
Matthew 6:19-20
The importance of our soul to God
One night | had a vision. Suddenly an angel amuess me
while | was sleeping. | saw an open window. Brigght was
shining through the window. A very large angel€fll the
window. He shouted in a loud voice: “Souls, sossyls.” The
vision really frightened me. It was so real. Thegelnwas
enormous and his voice powerful. In the morningokesup and
asked the Lord for the meaning of the dream.

In my heart the Lord said to me that the “answeinishe
envelope”. On the dining table was an envelope fidemny
Hinn ministries. Inside the envelope were the words

“Remember, He died for souls, SOULSSOULS"



Your Kingdom Come 79

The heart cry of heaven is souls. The passion af §souls.
Many of the things that we are so preoccupied alaret
inconsequential compared to the eternal destimguofsoul. The
car we drive, the clothes we buy will probably retist in
twenty or thirty years. But our soul continues amefer. It is
the condition and destiny of our soul that is theus of God’s
love.

Our true needs

So what are our true needs? Let’s look at the gure$tom
God’s perspective. Jesus said that the Father kivonet we
need before we even ask Him.
And in praying do not heap up empty phrases asGéstiles
do; for they think that they will be heard for theaany words.
Do not be like them, for your Father knows what ywmed
before you ask him. Matthew 6:7-8

Jesus taught the disciples a simple prayer. We itdhe
Lord’s prayer. In this simple prayer Jesus showsvhat our
true needs are. It is these needs that should béoous. It is
this type of prayer that God wants to answer. Ifwik make
these things our priority, we will truly see amagithings
happen in our lives. So this is God'’s priority fist us, that:

s we personally know God as our heavenly Father,

«+ our lives would honour His Name,

% His kingdom would be manifest in our lives,

+ His heavenly will be done on earth (not just wha w

want),

+«+ His daily provision in our life,

% The forgiveness of our sins,

+ that we forgive those who sin against us,

% that we not be tempted to sin,

+ and that God delivers us from evil.

Pray then like this:

“Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come.



Your Kingdom Come 80

Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our debts,

As we also have forgiven our debtors;

And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil.”” Matthew 6:9-13
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Kingdom Purpose

Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Fathergood pleasure to
give you the kingdom. Luke 12:32

Knowing God’s will for our lives

“How can | know God’s will for my life?” is an afh asked
guestion. First we need to understand that JesustGé our
Lord and King. He rules the kingdom of heaven by will. We
are citizens of heaven’s kingdom, and are expettaabey our
King. Jesus said:
“But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,” and not dbé things
which | say?” Luke 6:46

Any King would expect his servants to obey him. Yesus
says that we acknowledge Him as Lord with our lipg, still do
not do the things that He says. To know God’'s will must
approach the Lord with the right heart attitudedG® looking
for an attitude of humble submission to Him.

Our heart attitude

The right heart attitude is a must to know Godik fer your
life. We must come to God with an attitude of snder to Him.
We can pray like this:
“Lord | humbly come to you as Your servant. | sader myself
absolutely and completely to you. | ask that yowld/@learly
reveal your will to me and give me the grace toyolhe Jesus
Name | thank you. Amen”

Developing a right heart attitude, is pleasinghe Lord. |
believe that such an attitude makes us more reeefaihearing
God’s will for us. It also moves God to share igraater way
with us.

Seek to be obedient to what He tells you, eveih seems
small and trivial. If you are faithful in the lilHe will give you
more. If you ignore Him in the little things therehs not going
to entrust you with more important things.
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Then came the first, saying, “Master, your mina leasned ten
minas.” And he said to him, “Well done, good settydrecause
you were faithful in a very little, have authortyer ten cities.”
Luke 19:16-17
On one of my preaching trips | had preached a#kvé had
not received an offering from any of the meetingswards the
end of the week | received our first offering. Tipestor put the
envelope in my hand. | felt the Holy Spirit prompe to pass it
on to help with the needs of a small mission caldglidn’t feel
enthusiastic about it. It was the only offering tthae had
received all week. But | also know that the Lordjuiees
absolute obedience. He is the King, and we aresefigants. As
we obey His leadings | know that He will bless upassed on
the offering envelope to the mission college. Nesslito say the
Lord greatly blessed the rest of the mission ahdwal financial
needs were met.

If we have already made up our mind on what wegaiag
to do, the truth is that we will probably ignorethord when He
speaks to us. Lets say the Lord wants us to gorarssion trip.
But we have already decided that there is no way We are
going to go. We have a hundred and one reasonsrevet a
going. Then the Holy Spirit speaks to us to go. Bug
immediately put the thought out of our mind, withr @xcuses.
When we do this not only do we rob others of bdilggsed, but
we rob ourselves of the treasures of following Sesu

Months later we find ourselves asking God why Heene
speaks to us. The problem is that we want Him boute the
things we want to hear. We don’t want to hear algoiig on a
mission trip. A great key in receiving God’s wi & humble
attitude. An attitude which simply surrenders torHas Lord.
Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and ttees, |
will show you whom he is like: He is like a manldiag a
house, who dug deep and laid the foundation orrdbk. And
when the flood arose, the stream beat vehementinstgthat
house, and could not shake it, for it was foundedhe rock.
But he who heard and did nothing is like a man \bldt a
house on the earth without a foundation, againsiciwtithe
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stream beat vehemently; and immediately it feld &re ruin of
that house was great. Luke 6:47-49

Come to Jesus

The first principle to knowing God’s plan for ustgshave the
right attitude. The second is simply to come taudeand listen
to Him. Jesus said :
“Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings...Luke 6:47
“My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and tfatpw
Me.” John 10:27
To come to Jesus involves seeking Him, spending tmith
Him. We all need to have a quiet place where wegmaand be
alone with the Lord every day.

To hear God speak to us we need to learn howttmlis

Now then, my sons, listen to me; blessed are twbsekeep my
ways. Listen to my instruction and be wise; do igobre it.
Blessed is the man who listens to me, watchingy dail my
doors, waiting at my doorway. For whoever finds fines life
and receives favour from the LORD. Proverbs 8:32-35
God is near to those who draw near to Him. If wekgdim He
will come and speak to us.

Draw near to God and He will draw near to youJames 4:8

The Word of God

God has revealed His will to all of us through Mierd. The
Spirit of God speaks to reveal the Word of God. Wéed both
the prophetic word and the Scriptures. How mangesiwill the
Holy Spirit specifically speak to us about our Bvilarough the
written Word? Everyone who wants to know the will @od,
should seek to have a solid grounding in the Wdrdsod.
God’s Word expresses His will.
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for deag,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, that the
man of God may be thoroughly equipped for everydgeork.

2 Timothy 3:16-17
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The Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit reveals to us the kingdom of Gadgives
God pleasure to give us His kingdom . Every day @adts to
give us an awareness of His glorious kingdom slini His
kingdom that we discover His will.
Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Fathergood pleasure to
give you the kingdom. Luke 12:32
The Father has given us the gift of His Holy Spifihe Holy
Spirit is like reading glasses through which we sd#e His
glorious kingdom .

By the Holy Spirit we understand the Lord's plandan
purpose for our lives.
“Eye has not seen, nor ear hear”, nor have entenetb the
heart of man the “things which God has preparedtfase who
love Him” But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit.

For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the ddepgs of God.
For what man knows the things of a man except ivé sf the
man which is in him? Even so no one knows the shaigsod
except the Spirit of God.

Now we have received, not the spirit of the wdolat, the Spirit
who is from God, that we might know the things tiete been
freely given to us by God.

These things we also speak, not in words which snarsdom
teaches but which the HoSpirit teaches, comparing spiritual
things with spiritual.

But the natural man does not receive the thingthefSpirit of
God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can hevkrthem,
because they are spiritually discerned. But he wghepiritual
judges all things, yet he himself is rightly juddsdno one.
1 Corinthians 2:9-15
Therefore we are to seek to be daily filled wikie tHoly
Spirit, in order to understand the kingdom in oues.
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And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned frame tJordan, and
was led by the Spirit. Luke 4:1

Jesus was led by the Spirit of God into the willl grurpose
of God. When the disciples tried to get Jesus datvgeemed
good to them, Jesus immediately discerned that wee not
being led by the Spirit. He knew that their plarsrevnot God’s
plans.

And when it was day he departed and went into alyoplace.
And the people sought him and came to him, anddvbale
kept him from leaving them; but he said to thelhmust preach
the good news of the kingdom of God to the otligscalso; for
| was sent for this purpose.” And he was preachimghe
synagogues of Judea. Luke 4:42-44

Now is my soul troubled. And what shall | say? ‘fi@t save
me from this hour”? No, for this purpose | have eoto this
hour. John 12:27

For those who live according to the flesh set timeinds on the
things of the flesh, but those who live accordimghie Spirit set
their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set thi@d on the
flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Sgtiifé and peace.
Romans 8:5-6
It is the Holy Spirit who shines the Light of Chrigpon our
path. He will direct and guides us. But this wisdasnnot
discerned by our soul, through our own thoughtsideds. It is
discerned in the Holy Spirit, by our spiritual m&od speaks to
us through the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Througle tbifts of the
Spirit we discern the will of God.

God’s purpose for your life will prevail

The kingdom of God is greater and more powerfuhthay
other kingdom. No power on earth or in the heawmsstop the
purpose of God in our lives. The decisions of thegKof
Heaven shall prevail. King Nebuchadnezzar had ardrén
which he saw a statute whose different parts wexéenof gold,
bronze, iron, and clay. In the dream he saw a stohdrom a
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mountain. This stone was thrown against the statuepletely
destroying it. Daniel interpreted the dream sayhag the statue
represented those human kingdoms which would apgde
stone is the eternal kingdom of God which will degtthe
kingdoms of this world.

And in the days of these kings the God of heavérsetiup a
kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and thgdom shall
not be left to other people; it shall break in eand consume
all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. Daniel 2:44

God’s purposes prevail in our lives as we walk &ayht It is
God’s will to heal us, but we must believe the pisenof
healing. It is God’s will to provide for us, butag we must
walk by faith, believing He is providing. We seeéstim the life
of Daniel. Satan purposed to destroy Daniel by f@aviim fed
to the lions. The entrance of the lion’s den waalesk so that
“the purpose concerning Daniel might not be chanfjed

Yet Satan’s purpose was changed. The king confelsed
faith that God would deliver Daniel, and this isaetty what
happened. In the natural it may seem like our ifatealed, that
there is nothing we can do to change things. Bt &od all
things are possible. Our part is to believe themises of God’s
Word. As we believe His promises, God’s kingdompase in
our lives will not be thwarted.

So the king gave the command, and they broughteDamd
cast him into the den of lions. But the king spaagjing to
Daniel, “Your God, whom you serve continually, Hé deliver
you.” Then a stone was brought and laid on the inaft the
den, and the king sealed it with his own signeg &and with the
signets of his lords, that the purpose concerniraniBl might
not be changed. Daniel 6:16-17

Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God,ythatbelieve
in him whom he has sent.” John 6:29
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Kingdom Connections

God connects people

A kingdom connection is when God connects people t
advance His heavenly kingdom. God almost always pseple
to fulfill His purpose in our lives. God’s peopleeavessels of
divine blessing. When | got saved it was becausenother led
me to the Lord. When | was baptised in the Spititwas
because a preacher prayed for me.

When | decided to go into the ministry it was besmaumy
pastor prophesied over me. God brings together lpeapo
have different giftings and resources in orderdooaplish His
divine purpose.

Two spies are sent by Joshua to spy out the |ai@@hoaan.
They come to the city of Jericho where they meetostitute by
the name of Rahab. Rahab hides them from dangeheipd
them to escape from the city. In return the spiesmgse to
protect her when the Israelites conquer the cifyerAlericho is
defeated by the Israelites, Rahab marries an itaey the
name of Salmon. Her son, Boaz, becomes an anaasiing
David. From King David’s line came Joseph who neatriMary,
who gave birth to Jesus, the Messiah. The storiRaidfab is a
story of a divine connection leading to the comfghe Christ.

At the right time

Kingdom connections coincide with kairos timKairos
(kazpog) is an ancient Greek word meaning the "right or
opportune moment" . The ancient Greeks had two svdod
time: chronos and kairos. In the New Testamentokameans
"the appointed time in the purpose of God", theetwwhen God
acts. It differs from the more usual word for timdich is
chronos (kronos).

® http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kairos
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In 2004 the Lord spoke to me in a dream to go tinkantan,
Indonesia. It was a kairos moment in my life. A @viof change
was about to blow in my life. The Lord was abousémd me to
the nations. Revival meetings were about to happenderful
miracles released. For many years we had prayedhbad.ord
would open the door for us to go to the nationswNibe time
had arrived.

Prayer is often like an incubation period. Aftee thcubation
period a chick will burst out of its shell. Afterseason of prayer
the Lord will do a new thing in the kairos moment.

For this new season of going to the nations, | addlde right
connections with people. | had no finances to ghdInot know
anyone in Indonesia. | had no translators. Tolfuiod’s call |
needed the right people to help me.

Shortly after the dream | spoke to an Indonesiamplein my
church about my desire to go. They had a relatitie lwed in
Kalimantan. She in turn had a pastor who at the timas the
president of the Spiritual Warfare Network of Kadintan. This
man is networked with virtually every major town tims vast
island. He also has church connections throughodoresia.
This pastor was a kingdom connection for a kaireasen.
Through this connection God enabled me to preaehGbspel
to thousands of people in Indonesia.

Recently | had another kingdom connection. White i
Northern Sulawesi (Indonesia) | was invited to goJakarta.
This was not part of our plans, but | felt it walstie Lord.
During the previous days | felt that | should tidates one of my
books into Bahasa and have it published. The Laordfgath in
my heart that it would take place. When | arrivadJakarta |
had lunch with a friend. | shared with him my desio publish
the book. He immediately said that he knew a Shiléd,
professional translator. He contacted the transhatmo agreed
to translate the book.
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That evening in Jakarta | went to a house meetivitgre
another kingdom connection happened. | met a latipse
brother lives in Dempasar, Bali. | was leaving Bmpasar in
the morning to catch my international flight. Th@ther and his
wife met me the next day at the airport. His wifeng a
Christian bookshop, and personally knows the ldar@ésistian
publishing house in Indonesia. The publishing comypealled
me and asked me for my manuscript. They said thhey liked
it they would finance the publishing and distrilounti of the
book. This kingdom connection | believe is to flliod’s plan
that many Indonesians be blessed by this books # kairos
opportunity requiring divine connections to be ilidt.

Divine vision need divine connections
We must realize that when God gives us a visiom, vl

also give us people connections. God will give he tight
people in order to fulfill His call upon our livea.true kingdom
connection is a mutual blessing. | am blessed amd gre
blessed. We are not using people to reach ourngedte are
partnering together as a team to fulfill a heavetdjon. We can
all get excited to be a part of something thatihed in heaven.

A couple in our church have a vision to raise &l help
those in need in Indonesia. Before our last trigythave us a
financial gift which we took to Indonesia. At thanse time a
small mission training centre was in urgent needirmdncial
assistance. We had no knowledge about this misgbtre.

While in Sydney the Lord spoke to me that | wayigit a
training college, west of Manado. | have never beklanado
and knew nothing about this college. Upon arrivaManado, |
asked the translator, Silvana, if she knew of aitnrg college
west of Manado. Not only did she say yes, but sk lbeen a
staff member of the centre for three years. Sheamascredible
God ordained connection.

We were able to visit the centre where there wasighty
move of the Holy Spirit. One woman had a significan
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deliverance from a spirit of bitterness towards parents. The
Lord also led us to donate the money we had redeine
Sydney, into the training centre. | am so thankifigt we could
be a kingdom connection, a conduit of blessing fei@ydney
couple to a mission centre located in a remotesforeear
Manado. God has His ways of connecting people whdaally

unrelated in order to advance His kingdom .

The Gospel goes to Sudan

Let's have a look at the kingdom connection betwden
Ethiopian eunuch and Philip. The eunuch came framatwve
now call the northern part of Sudan. He was onway to
Jerusalem, travelling on a wilderness road betw@ama and
Jerusalem. While riding in his chariot he was regdfrom
Isaiah 53. This is a prophecy about the crucifixiChrist. The
Ethiopian did not understand what he read. He reeedmeone
to explain the Gospel to Him. He needed a kingdonmection.
The Lord chose Philip to be that connection forebauch.

The Lord sent an angel to Philip saying:

Rise and go toward the south to the road that gmsn from
Jerusalem to Gaza. Acts 8:26

The word south could also be translated ‘noon tin@®d was
asking Phillip to travel on a deserted road inftiileheat of the
day. But Phillip was totally obedient and went. Therd

connected him with the Ethiopian, who received®uspel, and
may well have been the vehicle for the Word of Gmdo back
into Sudan. It all happened because God soverempripected
two people.

God will guide us by His Holy Spirit and even bygels to
connect us with the right people. The key is tokwalthe Spirit
and not according to the flesh. Trust God to guwide to the
right people. Don't force things. God will make ayweven
where there doesn’t seem to be one. Kingdom coiomescoften
occur after a season of seeking God, of prayergpéntance
and personal preparation before God.
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Peter and Cornelius

An example of this is the connecting of Peter @udnelius.
Now we know that Jesus had commanded His discipleéake
the Gospel to the Gentiles. But the Jewish Christian the
whole weren’t doing it. They wrongly thought tha¢i@iles had
to practice the Jewish Law and customs in orderb&
Christians. Some thought that Gentiles had to micicised in
order to become Christians. They also didn’'t wantassociate
with Gentiles whom they regarded as unclean. Theulawn't
eat with them. How can you share the Gospel withesme and
not be willing to sit at their table and eat tHelod? The apostle
Peter had this wrong mindset.

But God chose to connect Peter with a Gentilen€lars, in
order to spread the Gospel to the Gentiles. Theexiion was a
total God thing. It begins with God sending an antge
Cornelius instructing him to send for Peter in Jopp
At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, aigentof
what was known as the Italian Cohort, a devout nvap feared
God with all his household, gave alms liberallyth® people,
and prayed constantly to God. About the ninth holuthe day
he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God commgmnd saying
to him, "Cornelius." And he stared at him in terr@nd said,
"What is it, Lord?" And he said to him, "Your prayend your
alms have ascended as a memorial before God. Andsead
men to Joppa, and bring one Simon who is calle@Péte is
lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is bystwside."
When the angel who spoke to him had departed, lleldsvo of
his servants and a devout soldier from among thioaewaited
on him, and having related everything to themsémt them to
Joppa. Acts 10:1-8

While these men were making their way to Joppa,Litrel
speaks to Peter in a vision. In the vision God shBeter that he
is not to think of the Gentiles as unclean. Gogreparing Peter,
putting him in the right attitude for a very spéckangdom
connection. Without the preparation, Peter woultihrave been
ready to meet with Cornelius, a Gentile. But nowwss ready.
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He understood that God was going to use him togbtire
Gospel to a Gentile.

Some kingdom connections will not happen until are
ready. Connections are related to kairos time. /e are
waiting for things to happen, allow God to prepase Let’s
submit to Him.

Like Peter we may have attitudes or character problthat
He wants to deal with. Remember kingdom connecti@apgpen
at the right time. God prepared the hearts of lmelius and
Peter for a successful kingdom encounter. You mayirba
season of waiting and preparation for what Godfbagou. Be
patient and submit to the Lord. In the fullnesstiofe He will
bring the right people into your life.

Faith and kingdom connections

Kingdom connections happen where there is an gthsoe
of faith. Philip went down to the dessert road lseaHe
believed. He expected that God would move on himlbén the
middle of no-where. When we meet people we musewelin
the divine purpose of God. We must approach owaticglships
with faith. Believing that the kingdom will be adwzed through
the people we meet. Believing that God has a perposour
relationships.

We see this with Philip and Nathanael. Now Natleadain’t
believe that anything good could come out of Naharnde was
not interested at all in meeting Jesus. But PHikal a fire of
faith in his heart. He knew that He had found thesslah, and
that his friend, Nathanael just had to meet JeSome people
we meet are going to be sceptical, like Nathanael.

| have learned that there is one thing greater tiwarbt, and
that is a rock like faith in Jesus Christ. Praigel@at Philip did
not give up on Nathanael. In faith he persisted.sfdite
Nathanael's negativity, Philip still says, “Come darsee.”
Nathanael may never have met Jesus Christ, excefhd faith
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and persistence of Philip. Because of Philip’shfaite see that
his relationship with Nathanael was used for thegéom of
God.

As a result Jesus prophesied over Nathanael thatdodd
see the heavens opened and the angels of God asrerdi
descending upon Himself. You see God used Philip’s
connection to Nathanael to extend the kingdom aiée in the
life of his friend. If we will persist in faith, Gbwill use our
relationships to extend His kingdom . If Philip hsaid, “well
what'’s the use, Nathanael is just a doubting scgptis friend
would never have had an encounter with Christ.

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. Arfdured Philip
and said to him, "Follow me." Now Philip was froretBsaida,
the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathdnaed said
to him, "We have found him of whom Moses in thedagalso
the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the sonoeéph.”
Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come ofit
Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." u3esaw
Nathanael coming to him, and said of him, "Behalul |sraelite
indeed, in whom is no guile!" Nathanael said to hfimow do
you know me?" Jesus answered him, "Before Phililgdaou,
when you were under the fig tree, | saw you." Nadeh
answered him, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! Yeuthe
King of Israel!" Jesus answered him, "Because tdaiyou, |
saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? Yoll ska greater
things than these." And he said to him, "Trulyy\trd say to
you, you will see heaven opened, and the angel&ad
ascending and descending upon the Son of mdohn 1:43-51

God has a heavenly plan for our lives. In orderifdo be
fulfilled He will connect us with the right peopl&od will bring
these connections about at the kairos, opportune. tHe will
do this in order to establish His kingdom in thee§ of people.
It is not about us, it is about the kingdom .
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Kingdom Nuggets

Fractured Pelvis healed
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While doing a mission trip to Kalimantan, Indonesiae of
our team members, Thomas, had a motorbike accitientvas
riding the motorbike with his wife, Yerri, behindnin Their
daughter was between them. Suddenly an ambulahdédm
side on. Thomas broke his arm, the child escapétbuti major
injury, but the mother was badly hurt. Her pelvissibroken.

We visited Yerri (top photo) while she lay in thespital bed.
She was in a lot of pain. She had not slept for tghts, was
unable to have bowel movements, had not eatenwasrshe
able to sit up. Such was her painful condition.
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The hospital room was crowded with people, someewe
Muslims. We stood beside the bed worshiping thed Liesus.
Then suddenly | became aware of Jesus. | knewHleahad
entered the room. With the “eyes of my heart” | ldosee Him
clothed in a golden Light. Such a love and compassvas
released into that room, as | have never experieheéore. The
love of Jesus just flooded my soul. That love sweagr that
young mother lying on the hospital bed. | lookedhat and
noticed that her face was no longer screwed upain.plrears
filled her eyes as she experienced the healingdbvesus.

As the team prayed she went to sleep. She slepighit. In
the morning she was able to sit up without paie sbuld eat,
and go to the toilet. One week later she was digeltbfrom the
hospital. Today Yerri is completely healed and watiormally.

Glory to God.
And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion oarsaid
to her, "Do not weep.” uke 7:13

Below is the Photo after the accident, of Yerrihnlier husband,
Thomas, and their daughter.
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The Kingdom of Love

The distressed

Jesus was moved with compassion for the crowdseetiy
people.
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villageaching in
their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdand
healing every sickness and every disease amongethide. But
when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with cssigrafor
them, because they were weary and scattered, Hi&epshaving
no shepherd. Matthew 9:35-36

Jesus saw that the people were weary, troubled, an

distressed. The Greek word for weary is “skullo”iethmeans
an animal that has been skinned, whipped, lashedamgled.
Jesus is describing the multitude as being likeoekfof sheep
savaged and then scattered by wolves. Sheep wittiaut
protection and care of their shepherd. He is spga&f people
in deep distress. All around us there are peojple tihis, and
Jesus has compassion on them.

At the shopping mall | see teenage mums. Kids wddb f
pregnant because they are looking for love thay ttieln’'t
receive from their parents. | walk into our towndasee those
who suffer from mental problems. Many of whom hawapped
under the stress of life. | see others trying toape reality
through drugs, alcohol, smoking, over eating, gamghland
sexual addiction.

Jesus doesn’'t condemn people who are distressetbvide
them. He is calling them to Himself to find peacel aest. He is
the Healer and Shepherd of our souls. Jesus isngetlem out.
He befriended the rejects of society.

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to savevtiiah was
lost. Luke 19:10

Now it happened, as He was dining in Levi’'s hotisat many
tax collectors and sinners also sat together wigsus and His
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disciples; for there were many, and they followedn HAnd
when the scribes and Pharisees saw Him eating thi¢éhtax
collectors and sinners, they said to His disciptégw is it that
He eats and drinks with tax collectors and sinnérg?hen
Jesus heard it, He said to them, “Those who ard hae no
need of a physician, but those who are sick. Iraitlcome to
call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.Mark 2:15-17

It is the sinner who needs the Great Physicianhefdoul.
Only Jesus can take away a sinner’s sin, washimgchean as if
he had never sinned. Only Jesus can deliver fromtsspf
darkness, and heal emotional wounds. It is the tG?agsician
who comforts the broken hearted, and fills us vidith, hope
and love.

A Kingdom culture of love

Heaven has an atmosphere or culture of love. Wjen
come into the Presence of Jesus you will experiGum#s love.
When we prayed for that young mother in the hokpiam, the
atmosphere changed from sickness and pain, toeathlat you
could feel. One of the team members said that sk daste
the Presence of God.

O taste and see that the LORD is good! Happy isttha who
takes refuge in him! Psalm 34:8

Some neighbourhoods have an atmosphere of feanated|
can remember driving through a part of Chicago, @areh in the
car feeling the fear and danger. It is the oppdsiteeaven.

Every kingdom has its distinct culture. When litvisdonesia
| observe the culture. | drink coffee with condehseilk, at
home | drink it with skim milk. In Singapore | také my shoes
when | enter a house, at home | leave them on.

The kingdom of heaven, has a distinct culture ekland
righteousness. When you become a citizen of hegx@niake
on that heavenly culture of love.
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When | was preparing to be a missionary | went migsion
college in Melbourne. There we lived in communitighaother
Christians. We learned things about ourselves ayndi with
others. There is nothing like rubbing shouldershwither people
to discover the good and bad about ourselves. We teeight
how not to offend people of other cultures whereweee going.

One of the things that | learned about myself vinas t had a
bad habit of making silly jokes at the cost of otheople. It was
a habit that did not measure up to the heavenlyibf love.
At the end of my course my supervisors confrontes abhout
this. | had to repent not just once but many tiragshis bad
habit. Over the years the Lord has been helpingonsay things
that don’t put others down. | still fail, but | alearning a new
heavenly culture of love. | am learning to say ¢gsinthat
lovingly build up others. The Bible says:

Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous oas$ibul; it is not
arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its owaywit is not
irritable or resentful;_it does not rejoice at wrgnbut rejoices
in the right. 1 Corinthians 13:4-6

Kingdom acts of love

Love is only love if you show it. That's why weegt one
another with a loving hug or a kiss in our churéfe want to
show our love to one another. To say that we logepfe,
without showing it is not love. Love is the cultuoé heaven.
God wants to manifest His heavenly kingdom cultomeearth
and through us.
Better is open rebuke than hidden love. Proverbs 27:5

If a brother or sister is ill-clad and in lack ofady food, and one
of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed diet,fi

without giving them the things needed for the badat does it
profit? James 2:15-16

The Bible says that we are to love the strangerngmus by
offering them our hospitality.
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Then the King will say to those at his right har@pme, O
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepdogd/ou from
the foundation of the world; for | was hungry armmuygave me
food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink, | wadranger and
you welcomed me, | was naked and you clothed mvasIsick
and you visited me, | was in prison and you camexéd’ Then
the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did weesthee
hungry and feed thee, or thirsty and give theek#iAnd when
did we see thee a stranger and welcome thee, oechakd
clothe thee? And when did we see thee sick origomp and
visit thee?” And the King will answer them, “Trulysay to you,
as you did it to one of the least of these my beethyou did it
to me.” Matthew 25:34-40

Have you ever gone to a church where no one tatkgou?
That is not heaven’s culture. Love is not rude. Hare we
going to show God’s love to an unchurched perdongiaren’t
practising it in the church?

Kingdom opportunities

Even before we were born God had prepared gooksafor
us to do. Every day is an opportunity to show samedove in a
practical way. Each morning when | get out of bedank God
for the good things that He is going to do. | beguy day
expecting God events. Expecting that the kingdorheafven is
going to be manifested. Expecting opportunitiesiiow God'’s
love through good works.
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jekarsgood
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we shawalk in
them. Ephesians 2:10

Let's not pass over the opportunities that God gius to
bless people. The Bible says:
Therefore, to him who knows to do good and doeslaat, to
him it is sin. James 4:17

Jesus told a story of a man who received onettdiethose
days a talent was a valuable piece of silver. Vdittalent you
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could buy an ox. This man could have taken theesillaought
an ox, ploughed a field, reaped a harvest, soltd thevest and
made some money. Instead he did nothing with hgodpnity.

He took his silver and buried it in the ground. \Whes master
came, he rebuked that servant, calling him wicksdllazy.

Every day God gives us opportunity to show His Idve
someone. It may be to visit a sick person in hagptb be a
friend to someone who is lonely, to mow someonagnl, or to
just take a moment to talk to someone. There arenany
opportunities that come our way to be a blessingédople.
Every opportunity is like that talent given by theaster. We
can't do everything. But God does expect us to ose
opportunities and do something.

Then he who had received the one talent came add“tard,
| knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you maiesown,
and gathering where you have not scattered seed. |Anas
afraid, and went and hid your talent in the grouhook, there
you have what is yours.” But his lord answered aadl to him,
“You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that | redpere |
have not sown, and gather where | have not scatteeed. So
you ought to have deposited my money with the bsyn&ed at
my coming | would have received back my own witrést. So
take the talent from him, and give it to him wha ken talents.
For to everyone who has, more will be given, andvilehave
abundance; but from him who does not have, ever hd&as
will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable satvato the
outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnasbintgeth.”
Matthew 25:24-29

The other day | was at a denominational businesstinge
The agenda of the meeting was to vote people iffilwecand to
discuss finance. After the meeting | was sayingdbpge to
people. Almost everyone had gone home. It wasrggltite and
| wanted to go. | was saying something to a lady, dhe was
deaf in one ear and asked me to repeat what | keegeated it
but she still couldn’t hear me.

| didn’t realize it but this was a God given oppmity to
pray for her. It was a kairos moment to show Gadoke. How
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often do we pass over these opportunities. We dostt see
them.

The lady explained that she was deaf and askedonpeal
for her. We prayed and then she turned off herihgaid, and
said that now she could here me distinctly. It \makingdom
opportunity that only took five minutes. Praise God

Six years ago | went to Fiji. | had given a pastiocopy of
one of my books calledetting Started Recently he was
visiting us and said how he was using this bookdisriple
people. | had completely forgotten that | had givem the
book. | had planted a seed, taking advantage ofmalls
opportunity. Now years later the harvest is comimgEvery
seed that we sow is a seed of love.

God has great things for you to do. Just thank Hynfaith
for the opportunities that He is giving you eveaydLook for a
need and seek to fill it. If you take the time towsyour seed
into people’s lives, you will see a harvest. Justsist and be
determined. Don't give up. The harvest will come.

And let us not grow weary in well-doing, for in deeason we
shall reap, if we do not lose heart. So then, as have
opportunity, let us do good to all men, and esgdbci@ those
who are of the household of faith. Galatians 6:9-10

The people who know their God shall be strong, @ardy out
great exploits. Daniel 11:32

And let us consider one another in order to stir lape and
good works... Hebrews 10:24

Love is the atmosphere and culture of heaven. @&mrg/ who
is a citizen of heaven must yield their old cultfioe the new
one. Put off the old culture and put on the new.

When you received Jesus you receive His kingdonhimvit
you. That means that this atmosphere of love ifiwitis. All
you have to do now is to let it flow out to othdrg the Holy
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Spirit. God has chosen you to reveal His love teert through
your good works.

You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has Idsttaste, how
shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longeod@dor anything
except to be thrown out and trodden under foot bg.mYou are
the light of the world. A city set on a hill canri hid. Nor do
men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, buadstand, and
it gives light to all in the house. Let your ligtt shine before
men, that they may see your good works and givg ¢hoyour

Father who is in heaven. Matthew 5:13-16



Your Kingdom Come 103

The Glory of the Kingdom

On the Cross Jesus took our shame in order to ugvthe
glory of His kingdom. The Bible portrays being ndka public
as shame. Jesus died naked on the Cross takinghaare. He
despised the shame of the Cross, and is now seatgdry at
the right hand of the Father. When the kingdom comeople
experience the Glory of Jesus and His kingdom .

...looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who
for the joy that was set before him endured thessrdespising
the shame, and is seated at the right hand ofhrene of God.

Hebrews 12:2

Jesus takes our shame and clothes us with Hiseoghhess.
We now glory in Him. He has made us a people aspra
| will save the lame and gather the outcast, amiill change
their shame into praise and renown in all the earth

Zephaniah 3:19

And those whom he predestined he also called; aosetwhom
he called he also justified; and those whom heifjadthe also
glorified. Romans 8:30

Many people live with a sense of shame over thastp
lives. They have skeletons in their closet of tkitigat they have
done and are ashamed of. They often try to cougp.ifThey try
to make a good impression on others. They may gst angry
if mention is made of their past life in front athers. Shame is
so often a sign of pride. Jesus came to clothavitls white
garments, and gives us His true riches.

Therefore | counsel you to buy from me gold refibg fire,
that you may be rich, and white garments to clotbe and to
keep the shame of your nakedness from being seérsadve to
anoint your eyes, that you may see. Revelations 3:18

The scripture says, "No one who believes in hithbei put to
shame." For there is no distinction between Jew @neek; the
same Lord is Lord of all and bestows his richesrupl who
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call upon him. Romans 10:11-12

As Christians we acknowledge that we were sinrard, by
God’s grace have been forgiven. Our past sins beqoant of
our testimony. Our sins instead of being a motiwe shame,
become an opportunity to glorify God who is merciand
forgiving to those who repent. Sharing our story af
transformed life is a sign of humility.

Shame is removed when we realize that we are aklbqg
sinners before God. But now through faith in JeGtsist our
sins have been atoned for, we are washed cleanfoagisien.
People who carry shame have not fully accepted @uat has
forgiven them.
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Kingdom Priorities

The rich ruler

There is a story of a rich ruler who comes to Jegills a
guestion. He asks Jesus, “Good teacher what nulgstd inherit
eternal life?” (v.18). Jesus reminds him of the Ten
Commandments:

You know the commandments: “Do not commit adult@o/not
kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Hogour father
and mother.” Luke 18:20

The man replies, "All these | have observed fromywoyth."
Instead of commending the man for obeying the
commandments, Jesus says to him, “One thing yblesk.”

This man doubtless attended his synagogue regularly
observed the Law and rituals. By the standard cftrpeople, he
was a good man. He was committed to doing the tighg, to
being a good person, but Jesus found his spirdmalmoral life
lacking. He lacked a personal and total commitntendesus
Christ. He was a good person, but he was notgdkim citizen
who lived in obedience to the King of Kings and d.a@f Lords.

Let's be honest with ourselves, how many of usliaeethis
man? We seek to be responsible members of our lcharo
live a personal life of integrity. If we were torrthrough the sin
and occult list we probably wouldn’t tick off ang salled major
sins, such as witchcraft and adultery. But Jesimoisng for far
more than the minimum. He is seeking from us mbea tjust
an upright, moral lifestyle. The Lord wants a ratlic
commitment to Himself and to His kingdom that takes
precedence over all else.

He who loves father or mother more than me is natthy of
me; and he who loves son or daughter more than sneot
worthy of me; and he who does not take his crogsfaliow me
is not worthy of me. He who finds his life willéag and he who
loses his life for my sake will find it. Matthew 10:37-39
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Jesus is looking for us to go beyond just doingritjlet thing.
He wants us to make the kingdom of heaven our firgtrity.
Jesus wants us to have a deep love for Him, ber ¢adellow
Him, and earnestly desire to see His kingdom reigour lives.

The rich ruler had not come to that place. He s&eking to
be good. He wanted eternal life. But he had yesugender
himself to Jesus. He wanted the benefits of thes€raithout
dying to himself. He wanted eternal life. He wantéod’'s
blessing. But he was not prepared to take up bisscand follow
Jesus.

Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any man woulcheafter me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross andvothe.”
Matthew 16:24

Jesus’ words to the ruler leap out of the pagamat “One
thing you lack.” On the outside this ruler lookeabd. But Jesus
looks past the exterior to the heart. He looketthistman’s heart
and saw a terrible sin that affected his whole lHe saw an evil
bondage to his possessions. He was so bound tiches that
he turned his back on Christ, and forfeited hisvasdn. He
lacked a radical commitment to the kingdom .

And when Jesus heard it, he said to him, "One tlyimg still
lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to thwor, and you
will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”

Luke 18:22

When the man heard these words became sad, for he was
very rich.” His was an ungodly sadness. It is the sadness of a
person who chooses the world rather than Chrismg2oe this
to the joy of following Jesus, and experiencing tisbes of His
kingdom .

Just doing the right thing in life does not brimgstjoy. This
divine joy can only be found by following Jesussule promises
us that that we will receive abundantly more thdratever we
have sacrificed in following Him.

Jesus looking at him said, "How hard it is for thosho have
riches to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easor a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than for a riemno enter the
kingdom of God." Those who heard it said, "Then wan be
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saved?" But he said, "What is impossible with ngepdssible
with God." And Peter said, "Lo, we have left oumes and
followed you." And he said to them, "Truly, | saybu, there is
no man who has left house or wife or brothers orepts or
children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, wht mot

receive manifold more in this time, and in the dgecome
eternal life.” Luke 18:24-30

Breaking bondages of the heart

The story of the rich ruler reminds me of when weided as
a family to go to Paraguay, as missionaries. | ghoahat | was
willing to do anything for the Lord. However, unkmo to me. |
had an evil bondage in my heart. 1| was bound by my
possessions. When it came time to sell or give avdyally
everything that we owned, it was a real struggtidh’t want to
let go of the nice lounge suite we had bought, grbusiness
tools. | didn’t have any so called major sins in hfg, but my
heart was in bondage. | had to repent and confgssim The
Lord cleansed my heart. He released me and sete@éd serve
Him.

Is our heart purely devoted to Him? What is holdirsgback
from doing God’s will, and His kingdom work? Thedneis so
deceptive. | thought | would be willing to part tvimy earthly
possessions, but when it came time to do so, it suech a
struggle.

How many times do we deceive ourselves? We mayhsdy
we are willing to do anything for the Lord, but thiee will
come when God will challenge us and reveal ourthekle is a
God who stretches His people. He will stretch ytaith, and
take you beyond your comfort zone. He will revead sins of
the heart, your doubts and fears and challengeo/tat them go
and follow Him in a life of faith.

The challenges of being a disciple
The disciples of Jesus went through a lot of dtiate First
they left their homes and possessions to followasleshey had
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no source of income and lived by faith. They wesked to do
things that are humanly impossible. Jesus told tteego to heal
the sick, cast out demons, and raise the deadaitime it was
only those who were in the prophetic office who slith things.
The last such prophet lived over 400 years agwal unheard
of for normal people to raise the dead. Jesus wente be more
than just morally, good people. He challenges ugide to

believe in Him for the impossible.

Jesus regularly challenged his disciples to stepbeyond
their comfort zone. There was the time when Jesksdthe
disciples to feed some 15,000 people. There they we the
wilderness with no money, and no shops! Jesus wesiily
stretching their faith. Or another time when thecgiles were in
a boat which was in grave danger of sinking in gomstorm on
lake Galilee. Jesus rebuked them for being aftde&l expected
them to deal with the stormy waves and the windkeWise,
God is calling us to step out with authority anddibess, and be
a follower of Jesus Christ.

The kingdom of heaven is ruled in heaven by Kingude
Jesus is not with us physically, but He has senHissHoly
Spirit. The Holy Spirit is like a Divine Governoete on earth.
Christ is King, and He governs by His Holy Spirfaod
commands and leads us by His Holy Spirit and with Word.
God not only wants us to do the right thing, He tsars to yield
to the authority of the Holy Spirit in our liveseBonal holiness
is not just avoiding evil, but obedience to God.likkss is
putting first the kingdom of heaven, and followiting leading of
the Holy Spirit.

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, @l these
things shall be yours as well. Matthew 6:33

The Holy Spirit will lead us into all sorts of woadul
kingdom works. Whether it be mission trips to thations,
giving away food, praying for the sick, wild gensity, sharing
the Gospel with people, or opening up our homdsospitality.
There are so many positive things that God hasapeepfor us
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to walk in. These good works under the unction hed Holy
Spirit cause the kingdom of heaven to be extendétht a joy it
is to be led by the Holy Spirit, and to do the weorf the
kingdom .

Jesus made it clear that sin is not just doingatfang thing,
sin is disobedience to the positive will and pldntlee Father
God for our lives.

So, every sound tree bears good fruit, but thetbeslbears evil
fruit. A sound tree cannot bear evil fruit, nor camad tree bear
good fruit. Every tree that does not bear goodtfrsiicut down
and thrown into the fire. Thus you will know theyrtleir fruits.

"Not every one who says to me, 'Lord, Lord," sleater the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of athdéf who
is in heaven.” Matthew 7:17-21

Z.acchaeus

God wants a joy-filled obedience to Jesus. Takekample,
Zacchaeus. He was known to be a corrupt tax coligtiuke
19:7). But his life was radically changed when legdn to seek
Jesus. He didn’t care what others thought of hiendidin’t care
about his reputation. He wanted to see Jesus. \Wh&eard that
Jesus was passing by he climbed a tree so thaiuie see over
the crowd.
And there was a man named Zacchaeus; he was a texief
collector, and rich. And he sought to see who Jegas, but
could not, on account of the crowd, because he smaall of
stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up intgcaraore tree
to see him, for he was to pass that way. Luke 19:2-4

Let me tell you one of the great keys to the kingdof
heaven: SEEK JESUS. As soon as Zacchaeus begaeelto s
Jesus, he began to change. Your life will begirchange as
soon as you begin to seek Jesus with all your heart

That is what God wants in each of us. That we yeddisire
Jesus. God isn’'t looking for morally good. religsopeople. He
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didn’t come to save the self-righteous. He camditapfor the
lost, for sinners. Jesus said:
“Those who are well have no need of a physiciamn those who
are sick. Go and learn what this means, 'l desiezay, and not
sacrifice.' For | came not to call the righteousit Isinners.”
Matthew 9:12-13
God is looking for those who will love and follonesus
Christ. We don’t come to church just have a niogtiwe come
because we thirst for the Presence of Jesus. We avéning
encounter with Jesus Christ. We want Him to sethmarts on
fire, so that we will live to His Glory. It is thaassion for Jesus
that God will reward.

When Jesus saw Zacchaeus up in the tree, itlsas t
He looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, makeehastl
come down; for | must stay at your house today.'h&anade
haste and came down, and received him joyfully.

Luke 19:5-6

When people get happy about being with Jesus, ymwk
that they are on the right path. It is that divjog that will lead
you to do radical things for Jesus. The religiousopte
murmured against Jesus when they saw Him entesiter’s
house. But Zacchaeus couldn’t care less. He wdsappy to
have Jesus with him.

Some might say that Zacchaeus should have justnestu
what he had wrongfully taken from people. But irs oy at
finding Jesus, Zacchaeus stands up and decladests that he
is going to give away half of his goods, and restmything he
robbed fourfold over. Some might say that's noteassary,
that’s over the top.

See the difference between religion and kingdom
righteousness. The religious were concerned abengnnial
washing of hands before eating. Zacchaeus on tmer diand
experienced true repentance, and true righteousmgesus. As
a result he entered into a wonderful, radical gesigy.

And when they saw it they all murmured, "He hasegonto be
the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And Zacchatasd and
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said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my dsed give to
the poor; and if | have defrauded any one of amghi restore
it fourfold." And Jesus said to him, "Today salgathas come
to this house, since he also is a son of Abrahamn e Son of
man came to seek and to save the lost." Luke 19:7-10

| want to encourage you to go far beyond just benugally
good. Be a kingdom person, be a radical followerJe$us
Christ. Make the kingdom of heaven your first ptypand God
will do mighty things in your life.
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Kingdom Nuggets

Healed of abdominal tumour

This woman (centre of the photo) lay in much pam,
the sofa at a house meeting. It looked to me thatvgas dying,
she was so sick. She had a lower abdomen tumorvihat
bleeding. The people helped her drink a little waded to eat a
little food.

As | shared the Word she sat up on the sofa. You
could see the fire of faith in her eyes. Then afimyer she
stood up and walked. Each step she thanked Jesukefo
healing.

| took her hand and pushed it hard where the tumor
had been. She began to laugh and said that ietcldll the
pain was gone and she was all smiles. The old sheays: "He
touched me, oh He touched me and oh the joy tbatld my
soul. Something happened and now | know He touahedand
He made me whole." Praise God.
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Kingdom happenings

Things just seemed to happen all around JesufelMfest
we live in such a planned and organized environmafen we
look at the ministry of Jesus we see incredibleghihappen
while He is having a meal, or taking a walk.

Let's take for example the way Jesus chose Hisiples
Today we might put an ad in the paper advertishegposition.
Applicants would make appointments and bring thiésumé
and character references. But not so with Jesuschdee His
disciples as He was walking along the Sea of Galilde
happened to see Simon and his brother, Andrew,wdre both
fishing with a net, and He called them to followni
Then Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and | will makou
become fishers of men.” They immediately left tmets and
followed Him. Mark 1:17-18

Then He walked a little further and saw two morenme

James and John. Jesus calls them to come while weey
mending their nets.
When He had gone a little farther from there, He/ skames the
son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also wettee boat
mending their nets. And immediately He called thend they
left their father Zebedee in the boat with the tiservants, and
went after Him. Mark 1:19-20

From the Sea of Galilee, Jesus walked into thent of
Capernaum and entered a synagogue. There a man with
numerous demons cried out:

“Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesudazareth?
Did You come to destroy us? | know who You are-Hiblg
One of God!” Mark 1:24
Jesus immediately cast out the spirits, and the wenmt into a
convulsion, screaming and was set free.
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But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet, and comuie of
him!” And when the unclean spirit had convulsed lainad cried
out with a loud voice, he came out of him. Mark 1:25

From the synagogue Jesus went to the house of Samdn

Andrew. In the house there was a sick woman, Sismordther-
in-law. It would seem that Jesus had come to theséado eat,
but ended up healing a sick woman. Then after djnnstead of
sitting around chatting, they had a mighty healiagd
deliverance meeting.
At evening, when the sun had set, they broughtiro &ll who
were sick and those who were demon-possessedh@mndhble
city was gathered together at the door. Then Hedieaany
who were sick with various diseases, and cast @amyndemons;
and He did not allow the demons to speak, becausg knew
Him. Mark 1:32-34

The most well-known of all of Jesus’ deliverandssthat of
the man with a legion of demons. Jesus had jusemgatut of a
boat when this man ran up to Him. Jesus discerhatithere
were evil spirits and began to cast them out. Teenahs
responded by begging Jesus not to torment thermas Jowed
the demons to enter a herd of pigs. The pigs cdaogeand
drowned in the sea, and the man was wonderfullyreet It all
happens when Jesus simply got out of a boat, and asa
opportunity for the kingdom of God to be released.

We can be so focused on the next thing that we bawdo,
that we miss out on these kingdom happenings. IBdo¥ just
pass by the man because He had a lunch appointiHent.
priority was not lunch, but this seemingly unplatifiengdom
happening. God wants to order our life, not acegydio our
normal schedule of events, but through kingdom bBajpws.

If we are going to walk in the Spirit, we mustoa¥l the Holy
Spirit to lead us through unexpected happeningsvelfare so
focused on our plans we are going to miss out omeso
wonderful God things. God wants to reveal the GlofyHis
kingdom in our daily lives.
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Break up your fallow ground

Fallow ground is a field that has been left ungleed for a
year or more. It is ground that is potentially protive, but not
currently being used. We all have fallow groundour lives.
These are wonderful productive opportunities thatl @ives us
that we may not be aware of. Let’'s break up odofalground
of overlooked opportunities of the kingdom .
Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruisteadfast
love; break up your fallow ground, for it is theng to seek the
LORD, that he may come and rain salvation upon you.

Hosea 10:12

Heavenly treasures

The treasures and glory of heaven are often retetisough
kingdom happenings. In the kingdom of God wondetifithgs
occur outside of our normal program. Peter and Jeére on
their way to the temple to pray. As they were aliougnter the
temple they noticed a lame beggar asking for molmesgead of
continuing into the temple to pray, they stopped a&m the
Name of Jesus healed the man.

Through this kingdom happening God’s glory and powe
were released. They could have missed this awesanaele if
they had been rushing to get to prayer, and noteobthe lame
man.

Now Peter and John were going up to the templéatbur of
prayer, the ninth hour. And a man lame from birtAswbeing
carried, whom they laid daily at that gate of tleenple which is
called Beautiful to ask alms of those who enterex temple.
Seeing Peter and John about to go into the tenm@egsked for
alms. And Peter directed his gaze at him, with Ja&nd said,
"Look at us." And he fixed his attention upon therpecting to
receive something from them. But Peter said, "lehag silver
and gold, but I give you what | have; in the narhdesus Christ
of Nazareth, walk.” And he took him by the righnhdhaand
raised him up; and immediately his feet and ankiese made
strong. And leaping up he stood and walked andredt¢he
temple with them, walking and leaping and praistégd. And
all the people saw him walking and praising God,dan



Your Kingdom Come 116

recognized him as the one who sat for alms at geuBful Gate
of the temple; and they were filled with wonder antazement
at what had happened to him. Acts 3:1-10

This lame man represents the fallow, unploughedimgst of
the kingdom of heaven. We can either pass by these
opportunities or we can plough up the ground to Ghery of
God. When you take hold of these kingdom opporiesiyou
will experience the treasures of heaven. WhenahwIman was
healed the riches of heaven were released upopetbyge. The
man began walking and leaping and praising God.sé&heho
looked on were totally amazed at what happened.

Recently | had a vision. | saw a path that waedilwith
treasures. When we walk along this path we areimglémong
these beautiful treasures. That's what it's likelkivey in the
Spirit. As we take advantage of kingdom happenings,are
experience the treasures of heaven. As we do thk efoGod
we will experience His Glory.

For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinkingjt
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Sgiot. he who
serves Christ in these things is acceptable to @udl approved
by men. Romans 14:17-18

Desiring the kingdom

The kingdom will be manifested in our life as wesnle and
seek it. If the kingdom of heaven is our passiowijli happen to
us. If all that we are thinking about is what weaweor what we
eat, its unlikely that we will have these kingdoappenings.
Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shalleat' or
'‘What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?" Ftre
Gentiles seek all these things; and your heaveathét knows
that you need them all. But seek first his kingdama his
righteousness, and all these things shall be yaarwell.

Matthew 6:31-33

The kingdom is something that we must take hold of
forcefully. It must be something that we are loakiior in our
daily affairs. The kingdom of heaven is a happenihgs an
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unexpected event. Yet it is also an event thatieealasiring and
seeking for. We have prepared our hearts to recéine
kingdom.

From the days of John the Baptist until now thegdom of
heaven has suffered violence, and men of violeake it by
force. Matthew 11:12

We are like urban soldiers in full battle gear, stantly ready
for battle. The soldier doesn’t know when the enesngoing to
show. It could be around the next street cornet.tBeisoldier is
ready for the enemy when he does appear. We ofteh khow
when these kingdom happenings will occur, but we ar
constantly ready for them. We are walking in thadieess of
the Spirit. We are looking for opportunities to sh&od’s love
with people.

Walking in the flesh will stop us from taking advage of
these kingdom happenings. Ever tried to share Gafdisd with
someone after losing your temper? Ever noticed tin@ne is no
anointing after you have indulged your flesh in sostupid
movie.

We are waiting for God to move us, when God is wgifor
someone to move Him. We are waiting for the sickdme to
us for healing, when God is waiting for us to gal arsit them.
We are waiting for the unsaved to come and askbositathe
Gospel, while God is waiting for us to go and shidre Word
with them. We are waiting for the nations to callta come, yet
God is waiting for us to obey Him and go.

And | heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whomlishsend,
and who will go for us?" Then | said, "Here am Brnd me."
And he said, "Go...” Isaiah 6:8-9

As we have a passion to see the kingdom come,vieemnill
look beyond our immediate tasks and see the opptéds that
God is giving us. If it is your heart’s desire toosv God’s love
to people, then you will see the opportunitiesaiydlife. If you
have a passion to share the Gospel with othensl| ihappen. If



Your Kingdom Come 118

you desire to do good works and to serve othees) flou will
see the opportunities for service all around you.

An important way to see the kingdom come in yoigr, lis to
make it the focus of your daily prayer. Don’t justk God to
satisfy your needs. Ask Him to manifest His kingdomyour
life! Pray and believe that today you will have ide
opportunities to share His love and power with peops you
desire the kingdom, God has promised to take cérgoor
personal needs.

Pray then like this: Our Father who art in heavétgllowed be
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, @i e& it is
in heaven. Matthew 6:9-10

The greatest kingdom happening

The Second Coming of Christ will be a kingdom hexppg.
You will be going shopping, or at work, and sudgergsus will
appear in the clouds. This great event will notadeertised in
the yearly calendar of churches around the wotldill not be
on our monthly church calendar. It will happen wheu are
least expecting it. But like all kingdom happenirgsd wants
us to be ready and prepared.
Then the kingdom of heaven shall be compared ton@idens
who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroBive of
them were foolish, and five were wise. For wherfdloésh took
their lamps, they took no oil with them; but thesevtook flasks
of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was ¢eld, they all
slumbered and slept. But at midnight there wasya '&ehold,
the bridegroom! Come out to meet him." Then alséhmaidens
rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish gaithe wise,
'‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are gomg.' But the
wise replied, 'Perhaps there will not be enough dsrand for
you; go rather to the dealers and buy for yoursglvand while
they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those wére
ready went in with him to the marriage feast; ahd tloor was
shut. Afterward the other maidens came also, sayingrd,
lord, open to us." But he replied, Truly, | sayyou, | do not
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know you." Watch therefore, for you know neitter day nor
the hour. Matthew 25:1-13
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The Riches of the
Kingdom

A dream of God’s treasury room

One night before | went to sleep | asked the liordpeak to
me in a dream. That night | had a dream of a rdarnthe room
was a huge pile of gold treasure. The gold was raéweibic
metres large. It was not of gold bars, but of pyokl jewellery,
such as gold chains. The colour of the gold wagepdjolden
yellow. In the dream | immediately knew that whatwhs
looking at were the treasures of heaven. This gejaesented
valuable things like true joy, peace, and forgis=ne

In our natural world, if several people are inhwst of an
estate, it means that the inheritance has to bdetlwp. There
is an executor of the will who ensures that eagsgegets part
of the estate. Sometimes people get upset. TheyHaethey
didn’t get their fair portion.

As | was thinking about this, the Holy Spirit séadmy heart,
“There is plenty for everyone.” Then the joy of tHely Spirit
came upon me and | began to laugh and laugh. Easures of
heaven are limitless, because they are found umsJes

We have a choice to make in life. Do we want theetr
treasures of heaven or the things that this woifiers? Do we
want the beauty of the kingdom of heaven, or wél ehoose the
ashes of satisfying ourselves? We can have thetyezfu
forgiving others, or the ashes of bitterness amiflestWe can
have the joy and wonder of walking by faith, or baaren life of
being in control of our lives.

And you shall make holy garments for Aaron yourthoeg for
glory and for beauty. Exodus 28:2
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To seek first the kingdom of heaven, is to lookdrel our
ashes and reach out for true beauty. When youheukingdom
first you shall be blessed with all things.

Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shalleat"' or
'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' Ftre
Gentiles seek all these things; and your heaveathér knows
that you need them all. But seek first his kingdama his
righteousness, and all these things shall be yaanwell.
Matthew 6:31-33

The heavenly treasures are to be desired moreaihmghing

this world can offer.
The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for evéng
ordinances of the LORD are true, and righteous gdtber.
More to be desired are they than gold, even mucé §old;
sweeter also than honey and drippings of the hamaixc
Moreover by them is thy servant warned; in keeplregn there
is great reward. Psalm 19:7-11

'The realities of the good things to come

The true riches of heaven, are more real than thesigal
world. They are unseen by the human eye, and yeteedheir
effect on the physical. For example, love is a &erdous
treasure of heaven. It cannot be seen, and yeewéts effects
through a smile, or an act of kindness.

The writer to Hebrews says that the law of the Otdvenant
was but a shadow of the good things that were cgniihe law
was a shadow of the realities of the riches of Beav
For since the law has but a shadow of the goodgshito come
instead of the true form of these realities, it caver, by the
same sacrifices which are continually offered ya#ier year,
make perfect those who draw near. Hebrews 10:1

Religion is just a shadow of these true heavenblities.
Jesus came preaching that the kingdom of heaven @nd.
The good things of heaven are manifest in the longadf God.
Jesus told us to ask the Father for these goasl gift
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If you then, who are evil, know how to give godiisgio your
children, how much more will your Father who ishieaven give
good things to those who ask him! Matthew 7:11

A poverty mentality

| was speaking to a lady on the phone who wasnigelown
and was sick with a fever. Rather than tell hestay at home
and get better, | invited her to come to churcholdl her that
Jesus would lift her up, heal her, and she wouldhgme
blessed.

During the service the power of the Holy Spirit @ompon
her. Her fever was instantly broken in Jesus’ Na8te went
home healed and smiling from ear to ear. | tell frat in Christ
Jesus we have heavenly riches, good things to shtdrethers.

A poverty mentality is when you don't believe ybave
anything to give to others. A good example of a gitw
mentality is the response of the disciples whewy tied to feed
the 5000( John 6:5-9). The disciples didn’t have sufficieobd
for the crowds of people. Jesus on the one handosgand the
hungry crowds, to the all sufficiency of God. Theadiples just
saw the five loaves and two fish. They said, “Whkdhis among
SO many?”

The disciples saw their lack in the face of overiwiieg
need. Jesus took those few fish and bread, liftesddyes to
heaven and blessed God. With that blessing these snah a
multiplication of bread and fish that twelve basketere later
taken up, (one for each of the 12 disciples!) Jewas
demonstrating the abundant overflow of the richidseaven.

A poverty mentality always sees our insufficiency.
Ultimately a person who suffers from a poverty naéityt does
not believe in his heart that Christ is able to ntbe need at
hand.
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A truly rich person will see the all-sufficiency Ghrist. They
know that Christ is exalted above the problem. Asguty
mentality sees the problem as bigger than God.

And God is able to make all grace abound toward, yioat you,
always having all sufficiency in all things, maypvk an
abundance for every good work. 2 Corinthians 9:8

Faith in Christ releases the supernatural prorisioGod for
every situation. What is our need? Is it for a eaplace to stay,
a job, a healing, a restored marriage, the salvatioa loved
one, a financial need, or peace of mind? God isentioan able!
Through Christ we are the inheritors of the kingdofrheaven
and its glorious riches. By faith the glorious eshof Christ are
manifested in our hearts.

Heaven’s riches & God’s Word

These heavenly riches are inseparably linked toNoed of
God. The more the Word of God becomes a realiyunminds
and hearts, so the riches of heaven will be maeifesn us.
Ignorance of the Word of God leads to poverty timgk

We are to have the mind of Christ. We are to ttonkthose
things which are above. Our thoughts are to bedilivith
declarations of the Word of God. Our mind is to de in
Christ. The Holy Spirit takes the Word of God ahdotgh it
breathes hope and life into our thinking.

And do not be conformed to this world, but be tfamsed by
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove vish#tat good
and acceptable and perfect will of God. Romans 12:2

If we want to walk in the riches of the kingdom legaven,
we must put our thoughts in line with the Word afds
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation ofhesrt be
acceptable in thy sighO LORD, my rock and my redeemer.
Psalm 19:14
...let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighgeman his
thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he mayérmercy
on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pand For my
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thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are youysveny ways,
says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher tharearth, so
are my ways higher than your ways and my thoudt#s {our
thoughts. For as the rain and the snow come dowm fneaven,
and return not thither but water the earth, makihgring forth

and sprout, giving seed to the sower and breadéoeater, so
shall my word be that goes forth from my mouthshall not
return to me empty, but it shall accomplish thatolH purpose,
and prosper in the thing for which | sent it.

Isaiah 55:7-11
If our thoughts are double-minded and filled witbubtt, we
will not access the glory of heaven.
| hate the double-minded, But | love Your law. Yava my
hiding place and my shield;_I hope in Your word.
Psalm 119:113
But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for Who doubts is
like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by thd.wior let not
that man suppose that he will receive anything ftbe Lord;
he is a double-minded man, unstable in all hissvay
James 1:6-8
A poverty mentality will always put limits on God small
mind will seek to build a small box, and constracmall god to
live in it. Jesus described such people as neithewing the
Word of God, nor the power of God.
But Jesus answered them, "You are wrong, becauseiyow
neither the scriptures nor the power of God.'Matthew 22:29

Our Needs are God’s Opportunities

The needs that we see around us are actually ajnioes to
release the riches of the kingdom of God. When &g & sick
person, let’s not think, “oh dear me, I'm so soyou are sick, |
hope you will feel better soon”. That's not faithat's poverty
thinking.

Healing of sickness is an opportunity to destrog work of
the devil. When we see a need, let's look up tasthRelease
the riches of heaven in His mighty Name. When weehthe
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mind of Christ we are in the overflow. We are thimk and
moving in the abundance of God.

A poverty mentality is where a person is dead ieirth
thinking. Their thoughts are lifeless. Their thotglare filled
with doubt, sceptism, and negativity. Such a pedwes not see
the opportunities that God is giving them. He lelthe man
who receives that one talent from the master anstesait.
Instead of seeing the opportunity to invest it amake money,
he buries it in the sand. He received what he d@rpeaothing.

Jesus said, “These signs will follow those whodadi” The
riches of the kingdom will follow true faith in Jes God is not
expecting that we do things on our own. He wantdousust
Him to release His power. The man with the onentatame
under the judgment of God because He chose natlieve. He
chose not to lift His eyes to the God of heavenp why the
power at work within us is able to do far more athantly than
all that we ask or think...” (Ephesians 3:20)

In his fear and negativity he buried the moneyhia ground.
God expected him to step out in faith and do somethl
believe he could have done anything and God wouwldeh
blessed his faith and multiplied that one talent.

He also who had received the one talent came faiwsaying,
“Master, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping whgoa did
not sow, and gathering where you did not winnow;l sgas
afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the graurHere you
have what is yours.” But his master answered hikou wicked
and slothful servant! You knew that | reap wherlkale not
sowed, and gather where | have not winnowed?  Tyuen
ought to have invested my money with the bankeus,ad my
coming | should have received what was my own widrest.”

Matthew 25:24-27

The riches of the Cross

How do we access the riches of heaven? Simply by
believing in the work of the Cross. On the Crogsud became
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poor that we might be rich. He took our lack, ausufficiency,
our inability, and gave us His glorious riches.

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Chrisdf though he
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so thathis
poverty you might become rich. 2 Corinthians 8:9

When we say the word rich, we aren’t just talkirgpuat
money. God’s financial provision is simply a shadaf
something far greater and more precious. If Godavinly
riches were likened to a pie, then financial progpevould
only be a tiny piece of that pie.

The church today has confused greed with kingdom
prosperity. Instead of desiring after the true steas of Christ,
the church has lusted after material prosperity.

For you say, | am rich, | have prospered, and |cheething;
not knowing that you are wretched, pitiable, poblind, and
naked. Therefore | counsel you to buy from me ggficied by
fire, that you may be rich, and white garmentslathe you and
to keep the shame of your nakedness from being aedrsalve
to anoint your eyes, that you may see. Revelations 3:17-18

A person can own mansions, and have millions dadglbut
without a personal knowledge of Jesus Christ hdlyrdeas
nothing. It is when you make yourself poor beforedGhby
humbling yourself in repentance, dying to your prahd self-
reliance, that you will access the great richelseafven.

There is one who makes himself rich, yet has ngihmd one
who makes himself poor, yet has great richesProverbs 13:7

To have Christ is to have all

Paul suffered great hardships in order to takeGbepel to
the Gentiles. He described himself as poor, andnyaking
many rich. If you are in Christ you are truly ricig matter what
your financial situation is. Jesus described theanin Smyrna
as being poor and yet being rich.

And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: &TWords of
the first and the last, who died and came to lif&know your
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tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) atite slander
of those who say that they are Jews and are ndt,abel a
synagogue of Satan.” Revelations 2:8-9

Paul said that he had nothing, and yet possessagtiemg.
To have Christ is to have all. But this is not oabjout what you
possess, but it is about your ability to make athieh in Christ.
...as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yetking many
rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing evargth

2 Corinthians 6:10

When | talk to people | not only seek to listerthem, but to
impart Christ’s riches. Many people see their néed don’t see
the solution in Christ. They do not perceive tiches of heaven
made available to them. Often | will seek to listenthe Holy
Spirit to speak into someone’s life a thought thdk take them
beyond themselves to Christ, “the hope of Glory.”

The Eternal Riches found in Christ

The riches of heaven are all the blessings of kngwiesus
Christ. Numerous times Paul speaks of these ritlet's have a
look at some of the verses...

+«» All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidide
Christ.

...to have all the riches of assured understandimd the
knowledge of God's mystery, of Christ, in whomtade
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Colossians 2:2-3

« The riches of the kingdom of heaven are within you!

They are not beyond your grasp. They are in Chnibg
is in you.

To them God chose to make known how great among the

Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mysterhich
is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Colossians 1:27

Through these riches we receive inner strengthnaigtt.
It is the Holy Spirit who imparts them to us.
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...that _according to the riches of his glory he magnd
you to be strengthened with might through his $niri
the inner man, and that Christ may dwell in youaitg
through faith... Ephesians 3:16-17

These riches are endless and exhaustless, unlike th
limited resources of this world. They are worthlingl
others about. These riches are manifest when yeacpr
Christ. This is why Paul made Jesus the focus sf hi
preaching.

To me, though | am the very least of all the saitttis
grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ... Ephesians 3:8

These riches are not comprehended by the natural.mi
It is our heart that must be enlightened by theytgpirit

to perceive that which is beyond the natural. Weukh
pray that the eyes of our heart are opened to see H
...having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, tloat y
may know what is the hope to which he has called yo
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance the
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatnessiof h
power in us who believe, according to the workihdpie
great might which he accomplished in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and made him sit at hytri
hand in the heavenly places... Ephesians 1:18-20

The riches of heaven include our eternal salvation,
forgiveness, peace with God, love, joy the fruittbé
Spirit, a transformed life in Christ, generositinancial
provision, the gifts and power of the Holy Spikithen
you receive Christ you inherit His kingdom , anditd
heavenly wealth. Here are some examples:

Faith

Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the

poor of this_world to be rich in faith and heirs tife

kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?
James 2:5
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% Generosity and good works
Let them do good, that they be rich in good wor&ady
to give, willing to share... 1 Timothy 6:18

% Mercy and love

But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the greatelavith
which he loved us, even when we were dead through
trespasses, made us alive together with Christgflage

you have been saved), and raised us up with hird, an

made us sit with him in the heavenly places in €hri
Jesus... Ephesians 2:4-6

< Grace

...that in the coming ages he might show the

immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness towesr¢h
Christ Jesus. Ephesians 2:7

“I give you what I have”

There is the extraordinary story of how Peter asised for
alms from a beggar sitting at the gate of the templ
But Peter said, "I have no silver and gold, buivegyou what |
have; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Wakd he
took him by the right hand and raised him up; aminediately
his feet and ankles were made strong. And leapmbeustood
and walked and entered the temple with them, wallend
leaping and praising God. And all the people sam kwvalking
and praising God, and recognized him as the one sadtdofor
alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and thveye filled
with wonder and amazement at what had happeneninto h

Acts 3:6-10

Peter told the man that he doesn’t have anyrsiwvgold. Yet
instead of walking past the beggar into the tembée said to
him, “I give you what | have.” What did Peter haué® had the
spiritual riches of Christ. These riches are tha&ndgcendent
power of God dwelling in human vessels. It is thatesome
power of God dwelling in us by faith in Christ Jesu
For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out adrkness,"
who has shone in our hearts to give the light efkhowledge of



Your Kingdom Come 130

the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we h#hvis treasure
in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendanwepbelongs
to God and not to us. 2 Corinthians 4:6-7

In the Name of Jesus, Peter released these glorichss
upon the beggar. Just like Peter we have alsoyfnesleived
Christ’s riches, let's also give them away. Theg &mitless!
The more you give, the more you receive.

And as you go, proclaim, saying, “The kingdom aiven is at
hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raiseded, cast out
demons. You have received freely, freely give.”

Matthew 10:7-8
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The Manifestation of the
Kingdom

Kingdom mysteries

Over the years, | have puzzled over how people can
experience God’s power. How are people healed? emwwe
have those special anointed times with God? How mgn
prayers for the sick be more effective. Sometimespfe say
things like, “Well I don’t have that gift. That'sohmy ministry.”
They feel that something is missing when they foayeople.

Answers to prayer are actually a manifestation tio¢
kingdom of heaven. For example, often people wadlihg.
The power for healing is released from heaven,frooh earth.
So our goal is not the healing itself. Our goal tlse
manifestation of the kingdom of heaven on earttcess to this
heavenly kingdom is by use of keys, or what theleBitalls
mysteries.

And He said, “To you it has been given to knowrttysteries of
the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is givepanables...
Luke 8:10

These mysteries are divine realities that goveenojeration
of heaven. They are called mysteries because @vees can
not make sense of them. However Jesus reveals tihvers by
His Holy Spirit. Our prayers become effective whee use
these kingdom mysteries.

One commentary defines “mystery” as found in thewvNe
Testament:
“In the NT it denotes, not the mysterious (as vilie English
word), but that which, being outside the range péssisted
natural apprehension, can be made known only byneliv
revelation, and is made known in a manner and &ime
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appointéed by God, and to those only who are illleditby His
Spirit.”

Jesus is the key to heaven

The greatest key to opening heaven is the Persalesis
Christ. Whatever you need in life comes from thesBe of
Jesus, His work on the Cross, and His teachings.amo
unbeliever when we mention Jesus, they may thirkreligious
person who lived 2000 years ago. But to us whoebeliwe
understand that He is the mystery of heaven. In kinour
salvation, life eternal, peace and joy.

Let's look at Paul's letter to the Colossians te dhe
greatness of Christ.
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstibaof all
creation; for in him all things were created, indwen and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones onrdeions or
principalities or authorities--all things were cresd through
him and for him. He is before all things, and imhall things
hold together. He is the head of the body, the dinuhne is the
beginning, the first-born from the dead, that iremthing he
might be pre-eminent. For in him all the fulnessGdd was
pleased to dwell and through him to reconcile tnself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peagehe
blood of his cross... Colossians 1:15-20

[To the saints] God chose to make known how greatrsy the
Gentiles are_the riches of the glory of this mystevhich is
Christ in you, the hope of glory. Colossians 1:27

Jesus is enthroned over heaven. As King He hasouiyth
over all of heaven. Nothing happens in heaven withdis
consent. You cannot access anything in heaven witpaing to
the King. It is actually by His power and authottitxat our needs
are met.

®Vine, W. E., Unger, M. F., & White, W. 199§ine's complete
expository dictionary of Old and New Testament wofrm.
Nelson: Nashville
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For in him the whole fulness of deity dwells badéynd you
have come to fulness of life in him, who is thedhefaall rule
and authority. Colossians 2:9-10

So what we should be seeking is not our healing Jbsus,
the Healer; not our deliverance, but Jesus, thevérelr; not
financial provision but Jesus, the Provider. Sesdud and His
kingdom first above any needs you may have, andwiile
release what is needed.

Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shalleat" or
'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' Ftre
Gentiles seek all these things; and your heaveathér knows
that you need them all. But seek first his kingdamad his
righteousness, and all these things shall be yaanwell.
Matthew 6:31-33

And my God will supply every need of yours accgdm his
riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19

The kingdom of heaven is manifest in the Persodesius
Christ. When | understood this revelation it chahgey life and
ministry. When | am in a healing meeting my focsigésus, my
desire is to have a revelation of Him. | surrenteHim. I'm
seeking His guidance for the meeting. My faith aondfidence
are in Him, and in His leading.

Do you have a need in you life? Focus on Jesuspmgour
problem. Seek a revelation of Jesus Christ, theresder your
cares to Him. He will take care of the rest. Arelywaying for
people in need? Let the Glory of Jesus flood yoearhand
mind. This is why we pray in the Name of Jesus.ah&ecalling
on Him. We are praying with His authority and poyeot our
own.

Miracles happened whenever someone came to Jésuss |
His Presence that brought Life to people. Peojéel tio touch
His garments because they knew that power was ¢pfnom
them.
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And he came down with them and stood on a levekplaith a
great crowd of his disciples and a great multituofe people
from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast o¢ &and
Sidon, who came to hear him and to be healed of dimeases;
and those who were troubled with unclean spiritsenaured.
And all the crowd sought to touch him, for powemeaforth
from him and healed them all. Luke 6:17-19

There was a leper who came to Jesus. He knelt dowin

begged Jesus to heal him. He was a man of faitknber that
Jesus had the power to heal him. So he said te:.J&#svou are
willing, You can make me clean.”
Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched sutatid and
touched him, and said to him, “I am willing be asad.” As
soon as He had spoken, immediately the leproshilaitand he
was cleansed. Mark 1:41-42

The attitude of our heart towards the Lord Jesusportant.
The reality of the Presence of Jesus Christ mystivede our
hearts. In our songs let's go beyond singing toualbt
worshiping Jesus. When we are in a meeting waitmge
prayed for, let's focus on Jesus. He is preseatsilnot just
wait for a preacher to pray for us.

| like the old song which says:
“So forget about yourself
and concentrate on Him
and worship Him.”

There is another old chorus which says:

“Within the veil
| now would come
Into the holy place
To look upon Thy face
| see such beauty there
None other can compare
| worship Thee my Lord
Within the veil.”
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Let’s not stand in the temple courtyard of the Ldrdt's go
past the inner veil and walk confidently into thayhof holies.
Let's seek a revelation of the beauty and gloryesfius Christ.

A right attitude

For the kingdom to be revealed we must have a aghude
towards the King. An attitude of reverence and Jae attitude
that welcomes and seeks Him, that doesn't take fdingranted.
Jesus says to His church:
Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if any oeark my voice
and opens the door, | will come in to him and e#h \wim, and
he with me. Revelations 3:20

Come to Me, all who labour and are heavy laden, awdl give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn fromfare; am
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest fyour souls.

Matthew 11:28-30

Right attitude makes all the difference. This isywllohn the
Baptist came preaching. He was preparing peopleats to
receive Jesus. The people responded by confesmirgsins and
being baptized as a sign of their repentance. Tibhke Bays that
all those who received the ministry of John, alsscamed the
Lord’s ministry. Repentance and humility prepaies way for
the coming of Jesus.

Prayer and fasting is another way of preparingtmarts for
Jesus. When we pray and fast we are humbling saesdlefore
God. It is a way of recognizing who He is. Theresvam old
woman, Anna, who prepared all Israel for the conohgesus
by her continual intercession in the temple.

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughtehahi&el, of
the tribe of Asher; she was of a great age, haliveg with her
husband seven years from her virginity, and asdow till she
was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temptarshiping
with fasting and prayer night and day. And comimgait that
very hour she gave thanks to God, and spoke oftdiall who
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were looking for the redemption of JerusalemLuke 2:36-38

Jesus is the King of Kings, enthroned in Glonheaven. So
when we come into His Presence we must come witl du
reverence, awe, and worship. He is the God of Nyajé¥hen
Jesus was born, the angels appeared to the shepdretdsang
His praises.

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitudethe
heavenly host praising God and saying, "Glory todGn the
highest, and on earth peace among men with whoms he
pleased!" Luke 2:13-14

The wise men when they were sent to find the basysl
didn’t just show up and have a look. They prepagits
appropriate for a king. When they entered the stalilere Jesus
lay they worshipped Him.

Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans becausevtkelibl
not know the hour of their visitation. Jesus cameHtm, but
they refused to recognize Him as their Saviour kaimgj.

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the prophets amshisg those
who are sent to you! How often would | have gattieyeur
children together as a hen gathers her brood urtter wings,
and you would not! Behold, your house is forsalesm
desolate. Matthew 23:37-38

And when he drew near and saw the city he weptigw&aying,
"Would that even today you knew the things that emfak
peace! But now they are hid from your eyes. Ferdays shall
come upon you, when your enemies will cast up & ladout
you and surround you, and hem you in on every sidd,dash
you to the ground, you and your children within yaad they
will not leave one stone upon another in you; beseayou did
not know the time of your visitation." Luke 19:41-44

We have the story of a woman of the city, a sinmérp
experienced the kingdom of God.
And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simoees&thou
this woman? | entered into thine house, thou gawvesho water



Your Kingdom Come 137

for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with {esard wiped
them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest mkis® but this
woman since the time | came in hath not ceasedssorky feet.
My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this man hath
anointed my feet with ointment. Wherefore | say uhée, Her
sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she lovadtim but to
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little"nd he said unto
her, “Thy sins are forgiven.” And they that sdtmeat with
him began to say within themselves, “Who is tha thrgiveth
sins also?” And he said to the woman, “Thy faithtthaaved
thee; go in peace.” Luke 7:44-50

This woman received the Lord with tears of repecdaand
love, her sins were forgiven. But the religious pleovho were
self-righteous did not receive Jesus in a mannethyf their
Guest. They didn't even wash His feet, which wasnmab
Jewish custom when a guest entered a home.
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Kingdom Nuggets

A Miraculous Provision

In 2005 | prophesied to a pastor that God would/ide for
his needs according to His riches in heaven. Indidknow that
the pastor was wanting to build a church and accodation
centre where he could house visiting pastors. Tiophetic
word released God’s miraculous provision.

When | arrived at the airport the pastor met me.tdieé me
that after the prophecy God miraculously providedthem and
since then has built this church and accommodakiahyou see
in the photos. Praise the Lord.

And my God will supply every need of yours accardm his
riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19

The church and pastors accommodation centre

~

Palangkaraya, Kalimantan, Indonesia
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Inside the new church building
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The Word and the
Kingdom

Increase by the Word

The kingdom of heaven is extended is through tleaghing
of the word of God. This was the experience ofghdy church.
And the word of God increased; and the number efdikciples
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great mamyh@ priests
were obedient to the faith. Acts 6:7

If we preach the kingdom then we expect the kingdom
come in the lives of people. The works of the kimgdfollow
the preaching of the kingdom . Jesus told His gisst
“And preach as you go, saying, 'The kingdom of bear at
hand.' Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse kpeast out
demons. You received without paying, give withaytp

Matthew 10:7-8

The message of the disciples was simple: ‘The longaf
heaven is at hand.” They went about announcingsbiatething
was about to happen, and then it did: the blineived their
sight, the dead were raised, and heaven was mtatfesnong
them.

When we pick up the newspaper much of the nevebot
what has already happened: a fire destroyed a heuseame
was committed, or a political party won the electidBut
preaching is declaring what will happen. Like P&ubilas who
told the jailer, “believe on the Lord Jesus Chaistl you will be
saved”. That's exactly what happened, the jailérsgwed.

The Word of Faith

The disciples were told to announce the good nesferé it
happened! That is faith. That is what some calleithf
preaching. You are excited and expectant of what Sabout
to do, and as you declare God's Word to others ith fa
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atmosphere is created in your listeners. Paul Baigreached
‘the word of faith’.
But what does it say? The word is near you, on yipsrand in
your heart (that is, the word of faith which we qxh)...
Romans 10:8
The “word of faith” is when you believe the Word God,
and confidently declare that Word to others. Wheopte hear
what you are saying, they also believe. A faith cgphere is
created in which heaven is manifest among us. Tkeached
Word of God creates an expectancy that releasesglary.
That's what the disciples were doing when they mddple that
“the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” They were déngatan
atmosphere of expectancy.

The power of the Word

The Word of God not only creates a divine atmospher
other people’s lives but has great power to crehéd same
atmosphere in our own lives. Paul says that wetaret the
word of Christ dwell in us richly. You will expenee the
awesome riches of heaven when God’s Word dwells@dmtly
in you. The Word of God causes us to have a faliddf
overcoming and victorious attitude.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teachdaadmonish
one another in all wisdom, and sing psalms and Isyramnd
spiritual songs with thankfulness in your heart$tod.

Colossians 3:16

The Word of God has the power to change a person’s
emotions, spiritual condition, thoughts, attituae life, and
physical well-being. When the Word of God dwells yiaur
heart by faith, it will release the power of God the inside of
you. You will find that the Word of God is effecéivto bring
about wonderful changes in your life.
For as the rain and the snow come down from heawen,
return not thither but water the earth, making iitnlg forth and
sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to #tereso shall
my word be that goes forth from my mouth; it shall return to
me empty, but it shall accomplish that which | msg and
prosper in the thing for which I sent it. Isaiah 55:10-11
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An oak seed has the power to become a huge oakYioee
plant that tiny seed in the ground knowing it cangdeat things.
So also with the word of God. Jesus said that Géfbed is like
a seed planted in the heart. The seed grows iteant until it
bears fruit.

Now the parable is this: The seed is the word ofl. GAnd as
for that in the good soil, they are those who, heathe word,
hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bringh fruit
with patience. Luke 8:11,15

Equipped for kingdom works

The Word of God equips us for the works of Gode Tkord
of God releases power in the inner man. It empowesrdo
achieve, to succeed in what God has called us t@mid to be
fruitful.
All scripture is inspired by God and profitable fegaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteisness, that
the man of God may be complete, equipped for eysog work.

2 Timothy 3:16-17

Word and deed

The Word and the works of God are to go hand mdhdesus
not only taught the word, but He practised it. Ke¢hbtaught the
people about the Good News of the kingdom, andedeavery
type of infirmity.
And Jesus went about all the cities and villagesching in
their synagogues and preaching the gospel of thgdam, and
healing every disease and every infirmity.  Matthew 9:35

The preaching of the Good News of the kingdom wasys
to be accompanied by the works of the kingdom .af&eto be
diligent both in Word and works.

The kingdom of God is extended where both the Werd
preached and the works are done. We are told #watsJwas
anointed by God with the Holy Spirit and with powand went
about doing good (Acts 10:38). We are to all séekanointing
from God to enable us to do good for others. Thyms®l works
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will vary from person to person, but we are albw fruitful in
something. The Anointing of God comes for a reason.

The Word diet

Every Christian should have a healthy diet of therdVof
God in their lives. Many Christians are ignorant tife
Scriptures because they do not read it on a dasysb The best
way to have a solid knowledge of the Bible is tadét every
day. | encourage you to read, study, meditate aechaonze
God’s Word. You will experience the difference téord of
God will make.

God promises us that the person who meditates siHird

will be blessed and prospered.

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counstieofvicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in thatof scoffers;
but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and ds law he
meditates day and night. He is like a tree plarigdstreams of
water, that yields its fruit in its season, and lésf does not
wither. In all that he does, he prospers. Psalm 1:1-3

This book of the law shall not depart out of yourutih, but you
shall meditate on it day and night, that you mayaesful to do
according to all that is written in it; for then yoshall make
your way prosperous, and then you shall have goodess.
Joshua 1:8

The School of the Holy Spirit

| spent some eight years in Bible training in th® &hd later
in Australia. | thank God for the education | resel. Yet after
academic studies | became dry. | thirsted for Gédch of my
studies had been the Word without much of the Hgyit. The
problem was that when | would read the Bible | réatirough
the lenses of theologians | had studied.

So | put away most of my theological books and dske
Holy Spirit to reveal the Word of God to me. | stilse
theological books, but | am careful to allow thelyH8pirit to
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speak to me and teach me directly through the ticep as
well.

There is a school of the Holy Spirit. He is our dlgex. | have
found that the Word is like a peanut. Some peape $ee the
outer shell, they even try to eat the outer sidie Holy Spirit
removes the shell to reveal the nut inside. Ihes hut that has
the nutrition. Through the Holy Spirit we receive twonderful
food of the Word.

But he answered, "It is written, 'Man shall noteliby bread
alone, but by every word that proceeds from the tmaaf
God.” Matthew 4:4

You can know all the stories and facts about thbleBi
without ever having a revelation of its hidden powe is the
Holy Spirit who reveals the powerful principlestbe Word of
God to us. You can know about the Cross of Jesusordy the
Holy Spirit can reveal to you the power of the Blaaf Christ.

One of my Catholic neighbours said to me that he tead
the Bible every day for many years without ever ihgv
understood what he read. He did not know Jesus@s\#, and
so had no revelation of the Word. The Bible sayat tthe
Anointing is our Teacher.

...but the anointing which you received from him abidh you,
and you have no need that any one should teach g®uis
anointing teaches you about everything, and is,tare is no
lie, just as it has taught you, abide in him. 1 John 2:27

A Word in season

God will speak to us a word in season. A word tegust
what we need at a particular time. The Bible says:
A word spoken in due season, how good it is!

Proverbs 15:23(NKJV)

At one point in my ministry | was experiencing grehallenges.
Humanly | felt | had no-where to go. The Lord clgapoke to
me with the following Scripture:
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Great peace have those who love thy law; nothing ke
them stumble. Psalm 119:165

It was a rhema word from the Lord. Peace enteretheayt. |
knew that everything was in the Lord’s hand. | kninat the
Lord would not let me stumble, if | would love Hird. What
a blessing it is to have peace in the midst ofstri@radually my
situation improved, and | thank God that He dekdeme.
During that time | sought to love the Word rathleart worry
about my situation.

The Holy Spirit will speak to us just at the righhe, giving
us peace, encouragement, and guidance. The Lordiseays to
bring a word in due season to someone else wharnieed

Direction through the Word
The Word of God not only sustains us but it keess
pressing forward. It is the very nature of God'sfd/to give us
direction. It is like light shining on a dark pagb that we don’t
stumble. The Word of God is a beacon of light ® lbleliever.
Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to myhpat
Psalm 119:105

The Word of God speaks direction and purposeantdives.
By the Word we know what is right, it points ustbat highway
of holiness.

Let your eyes look directly forward, and your gaeestraight
before you. Take heed to the path of your feety #eyour
ways will be sure. Do not swerve to the right othe left; turn
your foot away from evil. Proverbs 4:25-27

And a highway shall be there, and it shall be ahithe Holy
Way; the unclean shall not pass over it, and fablall not err
therein. Isaiah 35:8

In every situation the Word of God can speak diogcto us.
When we are sick, we don'’t sit there thinking, 9nd know
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what to do”. The Word tells us we are healed in kane of
Jesus.
They will lay their hands on the sick, and they mtover.
Mark 16:18
When it comes to supporting missions and evangelhsen
aren’t thinking whether we should get involved. Werd says,
“And this Gospel shall be preached to all natiohskewise, we
aren’t wasting our time worrying about the futureoor kids.
The Word of God declares:
| have been young, and now am old; Yet | haveseen the
righteous forsaken, Nor his descendants beggingdreéle is
ever merciful, and lends; And his descendants ldessed.
Psalm 37:25-2GNKJV)
The kingdom of God advances as we believe the Vébrd
God. We are unfit for kingdom service if we doulis MVord,
and look back.
Jesus said to him, "No one who puts his hand toptbe and
looks back is fit for the kingdom of God. Luke 9:62

The Lord rescued the family of Lot from destructisith the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. But Lot's wife lookkdck.
God had specifically told her not to look back. Shgobeyed
the Word of God, and became a pillar of salt. WB&edl speaks
His Word to you, take hold of it in faith, don’ttlgo of it, and
don’t look back.

Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brinestord
fire from the LORD out of heaven; and he overthrévse
cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitaofsthe cities, and
what grew on the ground. But Lot's wife behind haoked
back, and she became a pillar of salt. Genesis 19:24-26

When you meditate on the Word of God it will releagdthin
you a divine power to move forward in the thingsGid. The
Word creates faith, giving us the divine confidertoepress
forward in Christ. The kingdom of God is advanceddheer
faith in the Word of God. Where other people mayalfeid,
confused, or double-minded, the Word of God givesthe
confidence to press forward until we break througto the
glorious treasures of heaven.
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Brethren, | do not consider that | have made itown; but one
thing | do, forgetting what lies behind and straigiforward to
what lies ahead, | press on toward the goal for phige of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those ofwi® are
mature be thus minded; and if in anything you atleeowvise
minded, God will reveal that also to yoRhilippians 3:13-15

Many times in my life | can testify how the Lordshleept me
moving forward because of His Word. When | was s&sen
the Holy Spirit spoke to my heart the Bible refar@nl Peter
5:2. I didn’t know what the reference was and vegpectation
looked it up. To my amazement | read the words,ntlr¢he
flock of God that is your charge.” That Scriptun®gelled me
to be a pastor.

In 1993, | received a prophesy that the Lord hdi@dane to
the nations. | have the prophecy on my wall in nfijce. 14
years later it is still encouraging me to go outhi®e nations.

Some years ago a dear brother spoke to me abounghan
international church where all the nations wouldagdcome. A
church where our family would come together. | tablas a
prophetic word. It gave me the divine direction have an
international church, and where fifteen family memnsbattended
at the time. Praise God.

Persevere in the Word

We have said that the kingdom of God is extendeoutih
the Word. But we often will have to persevere ia YWord until
we experience the break-through. The early chursgrarded
rapidly, but it did so with intense persecutioneyltpersevered
in the preaching of the Word.

For many weeks a relative was sick with auto-immune
hepatitis, an incurable disease of the liver. Thalihg was not
manifest immediately. | had to persist in the preesi of God
until that day when she was wonderfully healed. @lory to
God.
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Let us hold fast the confession of our hope withaxtering, for
He who promised is faithful... Hebrews 10:23

The Word destroys demonic strongholds

The Romans extended their empire by building ancloa
strongholds throughout all the countries they cengd. These
strongholds were like vast castles where thousafid2oman
troops could live.

The devil seeks to build strongholds in our minAl.
stronghold is a well established ungodly thoughmito I this
stronghold demons come to live. As long as the dhgihought
remains it is difficult to get rid of the demonshdughts of
resentment become a habitation of demons of béass;revenge
and hurt. Thoughts of lust become a strongholdd&mons of
lust. Likewise thoughts of rejection and self-pdgn become
demonic strongholds. We should be very careful ahtbowing
ungodly thoughts to dominate our thinking.

The Word of God has the power to destroy thesegihiou
strongholds and deliver us from the enemy. We hséNord to
destroy the kingdom of darkness in the mind, andbdish the
kingdom of God.

For though we live in the world we are not carryiog a
worldly war, for the weapons of our warfare are mairldly but
have divine power to destroy strongholds. We degsirguments
and every proud obstacle to the knowledge of God, @ake
every thought captive to obey Christ...2 Corinthians 10:3-5

God's Word is a powerful weapon in the hands of th
believer. This Word is like a sharp sword that ctiisough
strongholds of thinking, reveals the truth, and set free from
Satan’s grip. By perseverance and faith in His Wwed shall
see the kingdom of God extended.

For the word of God is living and active, sharpkan any two-
edged sword, piercing to the division of soul aputits of joints
and marrow,_and discerning the thoughts and interdiof the
heart. Hebrews 4:12
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The Holy Spirit & the
Kingdom

The Holy Spirit reveals heaven

When we speak of the kingdom of heaven, we ailental
about something that you cannot normally see witury
physical eyes. We are speaking of another dimensiunh is
spiritual in nature. We can see the effects of kivagdom upon
people, as with instant healings. We know that ghing is
effecting people, but the natural eye does notedpprd what it
is. The kingdom of heaven is like the wind that emkhe
branches bend. We cannot see the wind but wese#etts.

It is the Holy Spirit who reveals the kingdom ta tHe shows
us the reality of the kingdom of heaven. The SpifitGod
enables us to go beyond the natural dimensiont@rsge into
the spiritual dimension of the kingdom . This issalotely
fundamental in understanding how the kingdom ofvhaa
operates on earth. It is the Holy Spirit who consegs to
heaven. He opens our heart to understand spitrutalks.
| do not cease to give thanks for you, remembeymg in my
prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, Bagher of
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of rateh in the
knowledge of Him, having the eyes of your hearlgletiened,
that you may know what is the hope to which hecladied you,
what are_the riches of his glorious inheritancethie saints, and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his poweusnwho
believe... Ephesians 1:16-19

What we have not seen, heard or even thought abmithe
things that the God of heaven desires to show nd.how shall
we know what they are? It is by the Spirit of Géte is the
Spirit of revelation, revealing to us the thingsrtpming to
heaven. He searches the deep things of God andtsmpaus
the knowledge of heavenly things.
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But, as it is written, "What no eye has seen, rarheard, nor
the heart of man conceived, what God has prepavedhiose
who love him," God has revealed to us through thieitSFor
the Spirit searches everything, even the depti@odt
1 Corinthians 2:9-10

These spiritual impartations of knowledge are whatBible
calls the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
For what person knows a man's thoughts exceptphi of the
man which is in him? So also no one comprehendghthehts
of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have recenot the
spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is fromo@, that we
might understand the gifts bestowed on us by Godl e
impart this in words not taught by human wisdom taught by
the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to thoseho possess the
Spirit. 1 Corinthians 2:11-13

We can only comprehend the things of God by theitSgfi
God. Such things are beyond the capacity of theamumind to
apprehend by itself. The Holy Spirit communicateshwour
redeemed human spirit. An unbeliever cannot undedst
heavenly things, because his spirit is dead in Kins only
through repentance and faith in Christ, that ouritspomes
alive and we are able to receive the things of God.

The unspiritual man does not receive the giftshef $pirit of
God, for they are folly to him, and he is not atdeunderstand
them because they are spiritually discerned.

1 Corinthians 2:14

Jesus made the distinction clear between the nauodathe
spiritual.

Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, | say to you, unl@ss is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingddrod. That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that whilborn of the

Spirit is spirit. John 3:5-6

The natural, physical world is a different dimemsfoom the
heavenly. One is temporary and physical, the oth&eavenly
and eternal. Paul says:

As was the man of dust, so are those who are afube and as
is the man of heaven, so are those who are of hedust as we
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have borne the image of the man of dust, we sksdl laear the
image of the man of heaven. | tell you this, brathiflesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor dod® t
perishable inherit the imperishable.
1 Corinthians 15:48-50

How awesome it is to think that God has causedheés/enly
kingdom to dwell in our earthly bodies.
For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out ddrkness,"
who has shone in our hearts to give the light efkhowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we h#his treasure
in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendenepbelongs
to God and not to us. 2 Corinthians 4:6-7

The ministry of Jesus

The Anointing of the Holy Spirit is one of the gtekeys that
opens the kingdom of heaven to us. It was only wthenHoly
Spirit had come upon Jesus that He began preaemdgloing
the works of the kingdom . Jesus received the Amgnwhen
He was baptised in the waters of the Jordan river.
Now when all the people were baptized, and whensJatso
had been baptized and was praying, the heaven p&aseal, and
the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily foa®,a dove,
and a voice came from heaven, "Thou art my bel@ad with
thee | am well pleased.” Luke 3:21-22

After His water baptism, Jesus filled with the H®pirit,
was led by the Spirit into the wilderness.
And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned frame tlordan, and
was led by the Spirit into the wilderness. Luke 4:1
After the wilderness temptations Jesus begins Hrgsiny “in
the power of the Spirit”.

The main message of Jesus was the kingdom of heBug¢n
He only preached it when He had first been clotheéth the
power of the Holy Spirit.

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit @adilee, and a
report concerning him went out through all the swmding
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country. And he taught in their synagogues, beilugifged by
all. Luke 4:14-15

This is the model that Jesus gave us. Ministryoista be in
our own power, but in His power. It is God’s puredsr you,
and His promise to you that you be baptized inHioé Spirit
and clothed with His power to do the work of theddom .

Then he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD t
Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by myi$ says
the LORD of hosts.” Zechariah 4:6

...how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Hpiyt &nd
with power; how he went about doing good and hegdil that
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with hivats 10:38

Jesus clothed in the power of the Holy Spirit lme¢a heal
the sick and cast out demons. At one time the croved
pressing in to touch Him. The Bible says that powas coming
from Jesus and healing all of them. It is in thantext of
healing and deliverance that Jesus says to thdegeop
Blessed are you poor, for yours is the kingdomad.G

Luke 6:20

The kingdom had come through the power of the Kegiit.
Far more can be done by the power of God, thanevan be
done by our own strength and wisdom.

And he came down with them and stood on a levekplaith a
great crowd of his disciples and a great multituofe people
from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast o¢ &and
Sidon, who came to hear him and to be healed of dimeases;
and those who were troubled with unclean spiritsenaured.
And all the crowd sought to touch him, for powemeaforth
from him and healed them all. And he lifted up dyes on his
disciples, and said: "Blessed are you poor, forrgois the
kingdom of God.” Luke 6:17-20

So we understand that the Anointing releases thgdkm
among us. When the Holy Spirit comes upon peopdavén
also descends. Where ever the Spirit of God is ngpvihe
kingdom is being extended. Jesus said that whertase out
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demons by the Spirit of God, it was a demonstratbrthe
kingdom of God.

But if it is by the Spirit of God that | cast owtrdons, then the
kingdom of God has come upon you. Matthew 12:28

The early church

From the time that Jesus ascended into heaveihthenDay
of Pentecost, the kingdom of heaven was not manifEse
believers could not extend the kingdom without geatothed
with the power of the Holy Spirit. As far as we knao one was
saved, healed, filled, or delivered until Penteewsved.
“And behold, | send the promise of my Father upon;ybut
stay in the city, until you are clothed with povim on high."
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and litipdpis hands
he blessed them. While he blessed them, he padedthem,
and was carried up into heaven. And they returmmedierusalem
with great joy, and were continually in the templessing God.

Luke 24:49-53

For ten days the disciples prayed together. Timethe day of
Pentecost as they were sitting in a house togetshddenly they
heard the rushing of a mighty wind coming from lexav
Tongues of fire appeared upon each of their heblasy were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak iongues.
Immediately Peter began to preach the Gospel and/ ware
saved. The day of Pentecost was both an outpoafititge Holy
Spirit, and a descending of God’s kingdom .

When the early church experienced persecutiory thet
together and prayed for a fresh outpouring of tlodyHpirit.
The place where they met was shaken, they weea fillith the
Holy Spirit, and they went forth boldly preaching/hen we
face opposition to the Gospel we should pray fofresh
outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

“And now, Lord, look upon their threats, and grattd thy
servants to speak thy word with all boldness, wihiieu
stretchest out thy hand to heal, and signs and emndre
performed through the name of thy holy servant sliésénd
when they had prayed, the place in which they vgathered
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together was shaken:; and they were all filled wiitle Holy
Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldnes&cts 4:29-31

The kingdom is extended through fresh outpouriofyshe
Holy Spirit. When we look at the history of the ctiu it has
always been so: the revivals at the times of JohCl&arles
Wesley, George Whitfield, Charles Finney, Asuza, Sthe
Toronto Blessing, Pensacola, revivals through Asid Africa,
and many more. It is the Holy Spirit who builds #iagdom .
Only He can bring a soul into conviction of sin atfe
experience of being born again. He alone is abledity the
church, giving her fresh life and zeal.

We all need to be regularly filled with the SpirBomeone
said we need a fresh infilling because we “leakheTBible
encourages us to be always filled with the Holyi&pi
“And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debhacy; but be
filled with the Spirit...” Ephesians 5:18

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peadn
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spyau may
abound in hope.” Romans 15:13

Destroying the works of the devil

The kingdom of heaven is actually a realm of gowent.
Jesus Christ is the King, and we who believe agecttizens of
heaven. Now it is God’s plan to establish His gaweent on
earth, in the hearts of men. His purpose is that sheuld
recognize Him as our Lord and King. He is to goveun hearts.

Satan has established another kingdom on eartébigllion
against God. These two kingdoms are in conflictt Batan’s
power was destroyed on the Cross. As we proclaen3bspel,
the Holy Spirit takes the Word and sets people fire@ Satan’s
influence. Satan is defeated. It happened on tlessCiWe just
have to believe it.
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Jesus said that He came to destroy the works adeli. He
came to destroy Satan’s rule over the lives of feedpwas by
the power of the Holy Spirit that Jesus walked osictusly. We
see the effect of the work of Satan in so manyedifiit ways:
whether sickness, oppression, discouragement, iade$g
bondage, or sin. Jesus came in the Anointing oHblky Spirit
to break the power of the devil. He cast out demand demons
manifested in a terrible way.

For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, Hieamight
destroy the works of the deuvil. 1 John 3:8

Paul was sent out by the Holy Spirit on a misgourney. He
arrived in a place called Salamis, on the islan@yfrus. There
Paul testified to the government official. Yet hasnopposed by
a false prophet and magician, by the name of Elyreasnas
sought to turn the proconsul away from the gospel.

Paul was engaged in spiritual warfare with a spait
witchcraft who was opposing his preaching. But Riadlt with
the situation by the power of the Holy Spirit.

But Saul, who is also called Paul, filled with thely Spirit,
looked intently at him and said, "You son of tleild you
enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit anithiny, will
you not stop making crooked the straight pathdiefl.iord? And
now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, ymd shall be
blind and unable to see the sun for a time." Imiedy mist
and darkness fell upon him and he went about sggieople to
lead him by the hand. Then the proconsul beliewd@n he saw
what had occurred, for he was astonished at thehieaq of the
Lord. Acts 13:9-12
It was the Anointing that defeated the spirit otchcraft, and
caused the kingdom of heaven to be extended inpthigerful
way.

We are soldiers of Christ, called into battle foe &xtension
of His kingdom on earth. If we walk in the flesh wal not
prevail, for the simple reason that the flesh ipaged to the
Spirit of God. But if we will walk in the Holy Spirwe shall
victoriously overcome the power of the enemy. EvViegjiever
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needs to be continually filled with the Spirit ob&in order to
do the works of the kingdom . It is the role of tHely Spirit to
manifest the kingdom of heaven on earth.
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Kingdom Growth

The kingdom seed

Growth is in the very nature of the kingdom of heravJesus
likened the kingdom to a seed. Every seed has etenpal to
germinate and to grow into something. Jesus cordpéatis
kingdom to the smallest of seeds, the mustard seed.
Another parable he put before them, saying, "Thmgdom of
heaven is like_a grain of mustard seed which a ek and
sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all sedost when it has
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomeege, g0 that the
birds of the air come and make nests in its braache

Matthew 13:31-32

Sometimes seed will germinate immediately, othedgsakes
time. There are desert flowers that can lie dorni@anas long as
50 years. When the rain comes suddenly the deseaviered in
a carpet of flowers.

In 1980 | went to the chapel of Wheaton Collegeic&dpo, to
pray for revival on a Friday night. | was sowinggritual seed.
| know others were also praying for revival. Thaed lay
dormant for another 15 years. | had graduated arldnger was
at the College. Then in 1995 the Holy Spirit fell the students
of the College and a deep wave of repentance swegptthem.
To God be the glory!

A farmer will sow his seed believing that one dag will
have a harvest. After sowing the seed he has tounél it pops
through the soil. When the seed is germinating graing
under the soil he can’t see anything. It is the esavhen you
sow spiritual seed. We must believe in the power tloé
kingdom seed to grow.

This knowledge that God will bring the growth idled faith.
We do the work of the Gospel knowing that God iading the
growth.
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Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, irabley
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowihgttin the
Lord your labor is not in vain. 1 Corinthians 15:58

The farmer will sow and water the seed, but heesetin the
seed to do its part and germinate. We sow the \aoddwater it
in prayer, but it is God who causes people to nedp the
Gospel, to repent and turn from sin. It is God witmgs the
growth.
| planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the grov@ neither
he who plants nor he who waters is anything, bly &od who
gives the growth. 1 Corinthians 3:6-7

Jesus told the following parable:
The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatted sgon the
ground, and should sleep and rise night and dayl #e seed
should sprout and grow, he knows not how. The gamdduces
of itself, first the blade, then the ear, then thk grain in the
ear. But when the grain is ripe, at once he putsh@ sickle,
because the harvest has come. Mark 4:26-29

Notice that the farmer has a job to do: he scattezsseed.
You and | have work to do in the kingdom : doingpdavorks,
loving people, sharing God’s Word of hope with peopn all
of this we are relying on the Lord to bring thewtl. It is from
Jesus Christ, from His life giving Presence thatipbe’s lives
are transformed.

Let no one disqualify you, insisting on self-abasetmand
worship of angels, taking his stand on visionsfgautip without
reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding tagite¢ Head,
from whom the whole body, nourished and knit tagretttrough
its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth tisafrom God.
Colossians 2:18-19

Now the farmer does not know how the seed spronts
grows. He just does his part and the seed growsinSbe
kingdom we trust God to bring the increase. Wetttihe Holy
Spirit to bring the miracle of new birth in peoddives. We
trust the Holy Spirit to transform people. We trake Holy
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Spirit to bring God’s love and healing power. PeaiSod.
Otherwise we can end up striving, pushing, anddsioky. It is
God who will bring the increase.

Since the time when Jesus came preaching the kimgufo
heaven, we have seen this heavenly kingdom take sboot up
and spread large branches on earth. Today thersocane 2.2
billion Christians on the face of the earth. Whastaggering
growth! It is the very nature of the kingdom to gro

Kingdom growth within

The kingdom of heaven is not only in heaven, big within
you. God wants to extend the influence and authaft the
kingdom in your life, so that your heart and lifee afully
submitted to His rule, until you are filled with $4glorious Life.
The kingdom of God does not come with observation;will
they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!” For indeed Kingdom of
God is within you. Luke 17:21

The kingdom seed in your life will grow. How much
grows depends on the soil of your heart. With tightr
conditions the kingdom of God will grow into sornigig
beautiful and fruitful. If the kingdom seed getsod soil, water
and light it will germinate, spread its branchesd give forth
beautiful leaves and fruit.

Jesus told a parable of a farmer who went out aatiesed
the seed. The parable is not really about the sedlde sower.
The parable is about the quality of soil into whitle seed is
sown.

Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of.Gdne ones
along the path are those who have heard; then thél domes
and takes away the word from their hearts, thattheay not
believe and be saved. And the ones on the rockhase who,
when they hear the word, receive it with joy; hede have no
root, they believe for a while and in time of teatioin fall

away. And as for what fell among the thorns, theythose who
hear, but as they go on their way they are chokethb cares
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and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruoed not mature.
And as for that in the good soil, they are those Wtearing the
word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, &nieshg forth
fruit with patience. Luke 8:11-15

The seed that was unfruitful, was the seed sowhazhsoil:
it was sown on the path, among the rocks, andarttbrns. The
seed that was fruitful was sown in good soil. Thaliy of seed
in each case was the same. What determined theroetwas
not the seed, but the condition of the soil. Theglom seed
that is sown in each of our hearts is the same.ptential for
kingdom growth is the same in every Christian. What
determines the outcome is the soil of our heart.

But those that were sown upon the good soil areoties who
hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thidolgf and
sixtyfold and a hundredfold... Mark 4:20

If you want to be more fruitful in your life, donhklame the
seed, work on the soil of your heart. The kingdeeed is full of
divine power.

You have been born anew, not of perishable seedobut
imperishable, through the living and abiding worl®od; for
"All flesh is like grass and all its glory like tHewer of grass.
The grass withers, and the flower falls, but thedwvaf the Lord
abides for ever." That word is the good news whvehs
preached to you. 1 Peter 1:23-25

Therefore put away all filthiness and rank growthwackedness
and receive with meekness the implanted word, wikielble to
save your souls. James 1:21

Are you struggling to hear from God, have you abpem
that continues in your life? Don’'t blame the Lok is more
than sufficient. Don't let the soil of your heag hardened with
disappointment and bitterness. Keep your heart a@od rich
towards God. In due season His kingdom will geatenand
grow in your life.

“Keep your heart with all vigilance; for from itdiv the springs
of life.” Proverbs 4:23
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At times in the ministry | have had people who aggd me. |
began my ministry in a conservative denominatiaoe were
baptised in the Holy Spirit and wonderful miraclesppened.
But the denomination forbid me to preach in thdiurches,
banned my books, and told me not to mention healingmy
reports.

| remember preaching the Gospel in one church. griest
was so upset that he later said that he almostheahme in the
face after the service. He reported me to the Ipishdno
reprimanded me. | knew that the real battle wasr dhe
condition of my heart. If | failed to forgive, if hecame bitter
towards others, | knew that | would be useles$éoliord. The
kingdom of heaven would only grow in my life to teetent that
the soil of my heart was rich and fertile.

All we have to do is provide the right conditionar fthe
kingdom in our lives and we will experience growth
guaranteed. Let’s dig up those weeds of unforgisgniereak up
that hard soil of indifference, and begin to sdekltord afresh.
For thus says the LORD to the men of Judah andh®& t
inhabitants of Jerusalem: "Break up your fallow gnal, and
sow not among thorns.” Jeremiah 4:3

What sort of conditions do we need to be fruitfii@re than
anything else the attitude of our heart is whaeueines our
growth. What sort of attitudes? A deep love foe ttord that
causes us to thirst for Him, hunger for His Wortde foy of
fellowship with other believers, passion for thes@el, and
loving service of others. With these attitudes kiregdom  will
grow and expand in our life.

Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruistehdfast

love; break up your fallow ground, for it is thent to seek the

LORD, that he may come and rain salvation upon you.
Hosea 10:12
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Making space for the kingdom

Let me put it another way. The other day | decittedlant a
vegetable garden with seedlings. Before plantimgsiedlings |
had to check the instructions for each plant. Eaebdling
needed a certain amount of space from the othereXxample,
the lettuces have to be planted 30 cms from on¢hanolf |
were to plant them only 5 cms apart they wouldratén the
space to expand to maturity.

It is the same with the kingdom . The kingdom sisedeant
to grow to be a huge tree in your life, larger thary other plant.
It needs lots of space (actually all of it!). Thath is that we
determine the size of the kingdom tree in our diwes. The
kingdom will grow and be as big as the space we @i It can
either be just one of the shrubs in the gardena onassive,
mature tree.

If we limit the kingdom to just doing church on r#lays,
then we will get a ‘Sunday church going kingdoneetr If we
limit the kingdom to a quick prayer in need, and will get a
‘quick prayer kingdom plant’. Or we can take thmaits off and
give God space in our lives, and let the kingdomowgand
grow, and end up with a massive, beautiful kingdtee.

Add the kingdom yeast

May the kingdom of God be like yeast that you tmdvery
area of your life. May His kingdom be manifestymur work.
May it be manifest in your family, in your recreatal time, in
your social and work relationships. May our whoiee$ be
leavened with His Presence and with His Word.
He told them another parable. "The kingdom of heaawgelike
leaven which a woman took and hid in three measotd®ur,
till it was all leavened.” Matthew 13:33

May Jesus Christ be the centre of your life. Mig Kingdom
of heaven into everything you do, until Christlismall.
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...He has put all things under his feet and has ntade the
head over all things for the church, which is hisdp, the
fulness of him who fills all in all. Ephesians 1:22-23

| have recently been making home made bread. kestbap
on the ready mix flour, buying about 100 kgs. Watdth sack of
flour the manufacturer provides some sachets of yagst. |
began making different varieties of home made breéad much
enthusiasm. But all of a sudden things went wradrge bread
would not rise properly. | ended up throwing owesal loaves
of bread.

The problem was that we had some very hot daysallin
likelihood the yeast had gone off. Although | hdu tright
guantity of water, the flour was good quality, ttwead maker
was working fine, yet the bread was ruined becdhseyeast
was bad. | threw out the bad yeast and bought reasty Once
more my family is enjoying delicious home made Hrea

While | was struggling with my bread problem, Ilread that
my bread is like the church. We can have the bestdomaking
machine, the finest quality flour, the right quanof water, but
if the yeast is no good the bread is useless.drckiurch we can
have great facilities, wonderfully gifted people,oog
administration, resources, but without the kingdafnheaven, it
is all useless. We need the Holy Spirit to be mg\among us.
We need the Presence of God. That is what is &kititesus
said:

"Salt is good; but if salt has lost its taste, hekall its saltness
be restored? It is fit neither for the land nor ftve dunghill;
men throw it away. He who has ears to hear, let ingar."

Luke 14:34-35
Rich in the kingdom

When you obtain the kingdom you are far richemtlyau
ever could have been without it. In the parablehaf hidden
treasure. A man finds a treasure in a field. Heecowt up. Then
with great excitement and joy he sells everythind buys that
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field in order to obtain the treasure. Obviouslyadver he sold
was worth far less than the treasure he received.

"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden field, which
a man found and covered up; then in his joy he goeksells
all that he has and buys that field.” Matthew 13:44

The same with the parable of the pearl of greate/alhe
pearl merchant sells all that he has to obtainpmzel. Whatever
he had was not worth nearly as much as the pelael Kihgdom
has the power to enrich your life.

You are far richer with the kingdom of heaven tlyan could
ever be without it. When you realize this you widive
everything for the sake of the kingdom . You wilbke space
for the kingdom to grow and grow. The more it grawsyour
life, the more blessed you will be.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchans&arch of
fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of greatuealwent and
sold all that he had and bought it.” Matthew 13:45-46

Continually growing

We are to be continually growing in faith, virtdeowledge,
self-control, steadfastness, godliness, brotheffgction, and
love. Love is the greatest sign of kingdom growtlour lives.
We are to be always expanding in our love for tbhedlLand for
one another. These things keep us from being ickefee and
unfruitful in the kingdom .
For this very reason make every effort to supplémeanr faith
with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowgeadvith self-
control, and self-control with steadfastness, atehdfastness
with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affact and
brotherly affection with love. For if these thingee yours and
abound, they keep you from being ineffective oruitfidil in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 1:5-8

Jesus Christ is the King of His great heavenly &org . We
are to be rooted and grounded in Him. He is oue.Llf is His
Presence that will cause us to grow into maturity.
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.. speaking the truth in love, we are to grow ugvery way
into him who is the head, into Christ, from whone thhole
body, joined and knit together by every joint withich it is
supplied, when each part is working properly, makeslily
growth and upbuilds itself in love. Ephesians 4:15-16
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Kingdom Nuggets

Stroke Victim healed

In 2003 Sue Reid stepped out of her car onto ther@a
strip in front of her home. She suffered a massitreke and
collapsed on the ground. She was rushed to Livérdospital
(Sydney) by ambulance. That night we had churchtimgand
everyone prayed for her. At the time Sue was nGhastian,
nor a church-goer.

After prayer meeting | went to the emergency w&de
was lying on the hospital bed having tests doneeto She was
very confused and distraught. She had obviouslyesd
paralysis down one side. Her family were gathenmedirad the
bedside very anxious for her.

| said to the doctor that | had come to pray for. he
prayed briefly the prayer of faith for her healimgthe Mighty
Name of Jesus Christ.
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Three days later | visited her. The immediate
improvement was incredible. Her speech had retur8ad had
regained almost total use of her paralysed side.ddttor came
and said to her: "May | shake your hand? | wartdigratulate
you on a remarkable recovery."

That day Sue also received Jesus Christ into heat he
Saviour. She has no more stroke symptoms. She haldoa
blood thickening disease. It was so bad that in620€r blood
became as thick as paste and the doctors werédlsotoaextract
any blood into a syringe. She was having constadbtests to
monitor the situation. In July 2006 she testifiedtther blood is
now virtually normal. Praise God. In April 2007 shas also
instantly healed of a serious irregular heart beat.

She is part of the church leadership team, andhésac
Sunday School. What God has done in her life iouilous. To
God be all the Glory.
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Spiritual Garments

Spiritual Clothes

It is important to realize that there are spillittlathes, just as
there are clothes that we wear every day. The Brelguently
talks about spiritual garments, robes and mantBEsese
garments have power to change the personalitydardity of a
person. They can be either heavenly, or demonicflastily.
Just by looking at a person you can often see gbat of
spiritual garment they are wearing.

When you put on your clothes in the morning yoe ar
covering your body. When you put on spiritual gamtseyou are
covering your soul or spirit. These garments areatly linked
to your spirit. In the winter you put on a coat atad feel warm.
You put on the mantle of praise and you will fe®y}.jIf God
clothes you with the power of the Holy Spirit youllWeel a
divine boldness to witness for Christ. If you pat @mplaining
and self-pity your spirit will feel it. You begim tfeel miserable.

When the kingdom of God comes down people often a
clothed with various spiritual garments. Recentlyds in a
meeting when an African woman was clothed withghement
of praise. She picked up two tambourines and b&gamp and
dance to the Lord with great joy. It reminded méhotv David
would have danced before the Lord.

Robes of righteousness

Just as we do not walk around the streets nalathen are
we to walk around spiritually naked. Our soul isb® covered
with the robe of righteousness. We put on this rtdireugh
repentance of sin, and faith in Jesus Christ asSaurour. Some
people think that they look good before God becanfstheir
religiousness or good works. But the Father God seeething
completely different. He sees a soul naked befame ih sin.
Jesus said to the church of Laodicea:
“So, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold hwaiy | will
spew you out of my mouth. For you say, | am riclhave
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prospered, and | need nothing; not knowing that \are
wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. Therefbcounsel
you to buy from me gold refined by fire, that yoayrnbe rich,
and white garments to clothe you and to keep thenshof your
nakedness from being seen, and salve to anoint gges, that
you may see.” Revelations 3:16-18

Jesus told a parable of a king who invited everytméis
banquet. One of the guests arrived without beigsid in his
wedding garment. The king cast him out of his banguoto the
outer darkness of hell. To enter heaven we mustdiked with
the robes of righteousness. Those who try to attesialy other
garments, such as the robe of religion, self-righ¢@ess, or
self-reliance will be cast out.

"But when the king came in to look at the guestssdw there a
man who had no wedding garment; and he said to tkirend,
how did you get in here without a wedding garme®fd he
was speechless. Then the king said to the attesd@ind him
hand and foot, and cast him into the outer darkndsse men
will weep and gnash their teeth.” For many are ed)lbut few
are chosen.” Matthew 22:11-14

Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory,th@ marriage
of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made lieesaly; it

was granted her to be clothed with fine linen, btignd pure" -
-for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of thmts. And the
angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed are those wate invited
to the marriage supper of the Lamb." And he saith&) "These
are true words of God." Revelations 19:7-9

When Adam and Eve sinned against the Lord it Hagtsthey
were naked. It isn't just talking about physicakedness. Their
soul was naked in sin before God. Without the sgiticlothing
of righteousness they could not walk with God. 8e tord
killed animals in order to cover them with animkins. Animal
blood was shed for atonement of sin. God provideoload
covering for their soul.

And for Adam and his wife the LORD God made coaskios,
and clothed them. Genesis 3:21
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We understand why Aaron and the priests were anbnter
the tabernacle wearing the priestly garments. Wiiththe
priestly garments the Lord said that they wouldriiba sin of
the people and would die. Their robes representaal/aring of
righteousness, making it possible for them to emter God’s
holy presence.

And you shall clothe Aaron your brother with themd his sons
with him. And you shall anoint them, and you shkalhsecrate
them, and you shall sanctify them, so that they miyster to
Me in the priest's office. And you shall make thénen
breeches to cover the naked flesh; from the lowveneo the
thighs they shall reach. And they shall be uponoAaand upon
his sons, when they come in to the tabernacle @& th
congregation, or when they come near the altar inigter in
the holy place; so that they do not bear iniquityd die. It shall
be a statute forever to him and his seed after him.

Exodus 28:41-43

Aaron’s sons died after offering profane fire beftine Lord.
The Lord warned Aaron not to uncover his head ar tas
clothes in grief. If he did so he would die. We mandwell in
the Presence of the Lord in the nakedness of senm\Wst have
the robe of righteousness. This righteousness ®viged
through the Cross of Christ.

And Moses said to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithahiarsons,

“Do not uncover your heads nor tear your clothesstlyou die,

and lest He be angry on all the people. But letrymothers, the

whole of Israel, mourn the burning which the LORRsh
kindled.” Leviticus 10:6

This is clearly portrayed in the vision of Joshiha High
Priest. He came before the Lord with filthy garnserthe Lord
instructed the angel to remove these filthy clottied dress him
in rich garments. This is what happens when a sineeeives
Christ as his Saviour. His sin is removed and hgiven clean
clothes.

Now Joshua was standing before the angel, clothiéd filthy
garments. And the angel said to those who weralsigrbefore
him, "Remove the filthy garments from him." Andito he said,
"Behold, | have taken your iniquity away from yand | will
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clothe you with rich apparel.” And | said, "Let theput a clean
turban on his head.” So they put a clean turbarhisrhead and
clothed him with garments; and the angel of the DORas
standing by. Zechariah 3:3-5

The garments of righteousness and salvation aecased
with high praise, and great rejoicing. When a simeeeives the
Saviour all the angels of heaven rejoice. The Bihlks of the
joy of our salvation. When we think of how God séhugs it
should lead us into thanksgiving and praise.

Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness, dadr saints
shout for joy. Psalm 132:9

| also will clothe her priests with salvation; ahér saints shall
shout aloud for joy. Psalm 132:16

Garments from heaven
The Bible is clear that we are to clothe ourselvath

heavenly garments. These are garments that weoretiously
choose to put on. We can choose to complain alieubl we
can give thanks to God for His goodness. We cah gugys
songs, or we can choose put on the garment of grgise, and
really rejoice before the Lord, and shout His pais

| will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shabkut in my
God; for he has clothed me with the garments ofagain, he
has covered me with the robe of righteousness, laglagroom
decks himself with a garland, and as a bride addraself with
her jewels. Isaiah 61:10

We are to be clothed with the power of the Holyri&prT his
is something that we are to seek. When we recehnsiC the
Holy Spirit dwells within us. But when we are bagtil in the
Holy Spirit, He comes upon us and we are clothetth @&od’s
power.

“And behold, | send the promise of my Father upon;ybut
stay in the city, until you are clothed with povierm on high."
Luke 24:49



Your Kingdom Come 172

Being clothed with God’'s power is often associateith
faith. A person feels clothed with a divine, supunal
confidence. The gift of faith releases strength poder in the
Holy Spirit. When Abraham received the promise afoa, the
Bible says that he grew strong in his faith.

He did not weaken in faith when he considered ks body,
which was as good as dead because he was abouhdrdtl
years old, or when he considered the barrennesSavhh’s
womb. No distrust made him waver concerning thenise of
God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gaveygto God,
fully convinced that God was able to do what he peamised.

Romans 4:19-21

There are also specific mantles that God willegpeople.

These mantles are part of our calling to ministjijah the
prophet was walking along. He saw Elisha and cestrtantle
upon him. The mantle of Elijah to be prophet ovaa¢l had
come upon Elisha. It was transferred.
So he departed from there, and found Elisha theat@haphat,
who was plowing, with twelve yoke of oxen befone, laind he
was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and dastmantle
upon him. 1 Kings 19:19

In the New Testament we read about how the giftthe
Spirit can be transferred from one person to amoffilerough
prophecy and the laying on of hands, a personvese& mantle
to be a worship leader, an evangelist, a propinetsa on. Early
in my ministry | visited the evangelist, Bill Sutaky. He
prophesied over me the gifts of the Spirit. | reedi a mantle
from the Holy Spirit to do what | am doing today.

In doing spiritual battle we are to be clothed ville armour
of God.
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be ablstand
against the wiles of the devil. For we are not emadling against
flesh and blood, but against the principalities,aagt the
powers, against the world rulers of this presentkdass,
against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in thavealy places.
Therefore take the whole armor of God, that you bewable to
withstand in the evil day, and having done allstand. Stand
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therefore, having girded your loins with truth, ahaving put on
the breastplate of righteousness, and having slood feet with
the equipment of the gospel of peace; besidethedle, taking
the shield of faith, with which you can quenchthi flaming
darts of the evil one. And take the helmet of $mimaand the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Petyall times
in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.
Ephesians 6:11-18
Our heavenly garment
One day as believers we shall put off mortality Aectlothed
with immortality. We shall receive our resurrecteadies, and
put on garments of eternal life.
Here indeed we groan, and long to put on our helven
dwelling, so that by putting it on we may not benid naked.
For while we are still in this tent, we sigh withxaety; not that
we would be unclothed, but that we would be furthethed, so
that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.
2 Corinthians 5:2-4
Garments of darkness
Some people will try to make us wear spiritual gamts that
aren’t from heaven. | talk to people who try tod®mon me their
views of God, of healing, and of life. Recentlyalked to one
woman who was trying to convince me about some age/
view of healing. If | had accepted her thoughtsduld have
clothed myself with a demonic, doctrinal garmeraulPsays:
...the night is far gone, the day is at hand. Lethen cast off
the works of darkness and put on the armor of light
Romans 13:12
On one mission trip someone got really angry agygtessive
with me about something | said. | could have alldwejection,
hurt, and unforgiveness to clothe me like an olokk| but |
chose to put on love, forgiveness and reconciliatis a result
God continued to move mightily in the meetings.

When you clothe yourself in a garment of angerepeation,
you make yourself ineffective for the kingdom obds The
Light of Jesus does not shine from you. People latokou and
see the darkness of a wrong spirit. They look at god say,
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“What happened to you? Are you okay? You don't look
yourself.” You don’t look yourself because you hgug on a
cloak of darkness.

We can put on a cloak of darkness whenever we asid,
gratify the flesh. Especially so when someone wlved with
witchcraft or the occult. They cover themselveshvdarkness.
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no pronifor the
flesh, to gratify its desires. Romans 13:14

Here are some Biblical examples of demonic garments
X The garment of seduction
And it was told to Tamar, saying, Behold, your éatim-law
goes up to Timnah to shear his sheep. And she fhuteo
widow’s clothes, and covered herself with a vend avrapped
herself. And she sat in an open place, which ishieyway to
Timnah. For she saw that Shelah was grown and sk net
given to him as wife. When Judah saw her, he thogshihnwas a
harlot, because she had covered her face.Genesis 38:13-15

X The garment of deception and false doctrine

"Beware of false prophets, who come to you in skedpthing

but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will knownthigy their

fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figenfr thistles?”
Matthew 7:15-16

< The garment of shame & dishonour

Let them be clothed with shame and dishonor togethese

who magnify themselves over me. Psalm 35:26

< The garment of cursing

As he clothed himself with cursing, as with hise,obo let it

come into his bowels like water, and like oil ihie bones.
Psalm 109:18

< The garment of death

When he had said this, he cried with a loud voit@&zarus,

come out." The dead man came out, his hands anddemd

with bandages, and his face wrapped with a clo#isud said to

them, "Unbind him, and let him go.” John 11:43-44
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> The garment of sickness

And they came to Jericho; and as he was leavinglierwith

his disciples and a great multitude, Bartimaeusliad beggar,
the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadsidel when he
heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he beganyt@at and say,
"Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" And mabyked
him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out #ie more, "Son
of David, have mercy on me!" And Jesus stoppedsaraj "Call

him." And they called the blind man, saying to Hilfrgke heart;
rise, he is calling you." And throwing off his nlanhe sprang
up and came to Jesus. And Jesus said to him, "téhpabu want
me to do for you?" And the blind man said to hiMaster, let
me receive my sight." And Jesus said to him, "Qar yey;

your faith has made you well." And immediately &éeeived his
sight and followed him on the way. Mark 10:46-52

An old cloak of heaviness

On a trip to Melbourne, Australia, | prophesiecioa pastor:
“Throw off the old cloak that people have put oruy@hen you
throw it off you will have God visitations.” Withhat the power
of the Holy Spirit came upon this pastor. He sobfmeda long
time. After he had been emotionally healed, thegbthe Lord
came upon him.

He laughed and laughed. God had lifted off theabdck of
heaviness and sorrow, and clothed him with heavieylyAs he
threw off the stuff that people had tried to puttom, he had a
visitation of the Holy Spirit.

Later | was told that individuals in his last cblurhad caused
him a lot of heartache. They wanted him to be soraeo
different, to conform to their expectations of wing ministry
should be. They rejected his true mantle and treedorce a
different one on him. Some people think it theib j stop
people from being happy, to put them down, to petoak of
sorrow and grief on them, to force them to be sbmgtthey
aren’t. That's what happened to this young man.
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You have turned my mourning into dancing for mey Yiave
torn off my sackcloth, and have clothed me withdigss, so
that my glory may sing praise to You, and not ln&iO LORD
my God, | will give thanks to You forever. Psalm 30:11-12

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me...(3) to gramthose
who mourn in Zion--to give them a garland insteddshes, the
oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantlpraise instead
of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaksrighteousness,
the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.

Isaiah 61:1,3

David and Goliath

At times people try to force their expectations mps, and
they just don't fit us. Let’'s take for example tstory of David
and Goliath. David was a young shepherd. Whenradiobear
attacked the sheep, David trusted God to deliver. e took
hold of the bear and killed it with his sword. Hbsalutely
trusted God to deliver him. He didn’'t kill that em self-
defence. The Bible says that he went after it. He wiothed
with an overcoming faith, a supernatural faith tbevered him
like armour.

When David heard of how Goliath was defying theiesnof
Israel, he responded in the same way. He had andivi
confidence that God would deliver Goliath into Hisnd.
Clothed with the armour of faith he was ready toafir this
huge giant.

But David said to Saul, "Your servant used to k&egep for his
father; and when there came a lion, or a bear, &muk a lamb
from the flock, | went after him and smote him detivered it
out of his mouth; and if he arose against me, Igtdadnim by his
beard, and smote him and killed him. Your servaad killed
both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised Ptiiis shall be
like one of them, seeing he has defied the arnfie¢keoliving
God.” 1 Samuel 17:34-36

King Saul on the other hand was a man whose heatt h
departed from the Lord. Saul as the anointed Khmgukl have
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gone out to battle against Goliath in the Namehef ltord. He
should have been the one who showed courageouersdul
But Saul was clothed with fear and insecurity. eéast of taking
on Goliath he allowed a young shepherd to do thle fiar him.

When Saul was chosen to be king, he was so insétatrée
was found hiding among the baggage. Later in lideifsecurity
led him to into a passionate jealousy of David. iDaen the
other hand was clothed with faith to take on theney in the
Name of the Lord.

So when David came before King Saul, he said ta him
"The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the #od from
the paw of the bear, will deliver me from the hasfdthis
Philistine.” 1 Samuel 17:34
Saul tried to change David’'s armour of faith witih @mour of
metal. He put his own armour on David: a helmeb@inze, a
coat of mail, and gave him a large sword. David aatécision
to make: would his armour be of the flesh or of $parit, would
it come from man or from God.

It is a decision that we all have to make in life.
And David girded his sword over his armor, and tedtin vain
to go, for he was not used to them. Then David sai8aul, "I
cannot go with these; for | am not used to thermt Mavid put
them off. 1 Samuel 17:39

God wants to clothe each of us with divine clothimgrow
off the stuff that others would try to force youwear. David
took off Saul’'s armour and took hold of his sheplgestaff and
sling. He only had 5 stones against this huge giBat he
defeated the enemy clothed with the spiritual amrmot a
determined faith in Almighty God.

Then he took his staff in his hand, and chosedimeoth stones
from the brook, and put them in his shepherd’s bagvallet;
his sling was in his hand, and he drew near toRhéistine.

1 Samuel 17:40

May we throw the old garments of the flesh and hdot
ourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Put off your old nature which belongs to your formeanner of
life and is corrupt through deceitful lusts, andre@ewed in the
spirit of your minds, and put on the new natureated after the
likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.
Ephesians 4:22-24
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Kingdom Warfare

The battle

Angels, demons, and heavenly weapons are all Sahe
people may not be directly aware of them, or hawy a
experience of them. This is because they are offfareht
dimension from the physical realm. Whether we ax@ara of
them or not, does not change the fact that theye hav
tremendous effect upon the world at large, andoour personal
lives.

This week | had a lesson about spiritual weaponsing the
night my wife and | were wakened by a demon inrthe@n that
we both saw with our physical eyes. We commandéal l#ave
in the Name of Jesus.

Then the following day, while 1 was meditating, avws a
beautiful angel before me. He was shining with tlighis
feathered wings were stretched out before me. hdidsee him
with my physical eyes but in a vision. Spirituasiens can be
more real than physical sight. The Scripture cammae:

For he will deliver you from the snare of the fondad from the
deadly pestilence; he will cover you with his pimipand under
his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulnessasshield and
buckler._You will not fear the terror of the nighpr the arrow
that flies by day, nor the pestilence that statkslarkness, nor
the destruction that wastes at noonday. Psalm 91:3-6

That day | also had to deal with a person that veasing me
problems. | perceived that both the demonic visitagt night,
and the problem with the person the next day, vedreart of
Satan’s strategy. Paul tells us that he was nairagit of Satan’s
plans.

Any one whom you forgive, | also forgive. What éhéorgiven,
if | have forgiven anything, has been for your sakethe
presence of Christ,__to keep Satan from gainingdtheantage
over us; for we are not ignorant of his designs.

2 Corinthians 2:10-11
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Satan’s strategy against us is to make us inefkedor the
work of the kingdom . Jesus said:
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, all these
things shall be yours as well. Matthew 6:33

By getting us upset we become distracted emotipriedim
the work that God has for us. Feelings of hurt roftead to
bitterness and resentment. It is through unforggsrthat Satan
gains advantage over us. In a battle you don’'t i@igive your
enemy an advantage. But that is what we do wherhole
unforgiveness.

Praise God, the Lord restored my peace as | ralease
forgiveness to the person. Love and forgivenesspaseerful
spiritual weapons. God’s peace enables us to foonute work
that God has for us in His kingdom .

While | was feeling hurt | had to put myself indinvith the
Word of God. Our feelings follow our thoughts. Hawportant
it is to have the mind of Christ. Our thinking ig lbenewed
every day in Christ. Renewal of the mind is a ch@tthe will.
| had to choose all day to bless, forgive and lineperson that
had wronged me. It is so important not to give Satdoothold
in our mind. It may be a choice that we have to enaker a long
stretch of time, until we experience God'’s peace.

How Satan loves for us to think about how we werenged,
how hurt we felt, how it wasn’t right, how we areirgg to
respond to them, and so on. The carnal mind is yelvezlf-
centred. Satan is going to take your side in thdenaand will
lead you into a pity party. The only way to folld@hrist is to
deny our self-gratifying thinking, and pick up aupss.

But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind m&r8a&ou are
a hindrance to me; for you are not on the side oflGbut of
men. Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any manldv@ome
after me, let him deny himself and take up hisscinsd follow
me.” Matthew 16:23-24
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| have learned that feelings of hurt may actuaéyattacks by
spirits of emotional pain. There are spirits of giogl sickness,
and there are spirits of emotional pain. Very oftenen the
spirit of emotional pain is rebuked there is a wenfiid peace.
This should always be done in the context of faegess.

Soldiers of the Kingdom

The kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of Sataratwear
against one another. We are engaged in this sgirfttattle as
soldiers of Christ. Our mandate is to extend thinaity and
power of His kingdom on earth. God’s purpose isn@anifest
heaven on earth through us. The Commander in Chesiys,
has enlisted us as soldiers to destroy the workianess:
Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ 3edulio soldier
on service gets entangled in civilian pursuitscsithis aim is to
satisfy the one who enlisted him. 2 Timothy 2:3-4

It is so important to realize that we must stayti@tk with
God’s call on our lives. A soldier must not getasgled in
civilian pursuits. There are many things that waldde doing,
some of them probably seem quite good. But if they not
God’s will for us it will be like we are entangled a net. A
soldier when fighting needs free movement of higybto be
able to fight effectively. Getting involved in cidn pursuits
will make us less effective. Our primary aim noden is to
serve Christ, but to make money, be successful, etc

| find people who are caught up with such things kss
focused on the kingdom . They lack passion for €hand His
kingdom . Their spiritual focus becomes blurredeyfbecome
irregular in prayer and fellowship. They no long@wve a strong
sense of calling.

Doing battle in the spiritual realm

The Lord has sent us into battle with provision bafdy
armour, weapons, and protective covering from abdweo
significant Bible passages stand out with referetacspiritual
warfare: 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 and Ephesians 6:108dth
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passages remind us that our battle is in the gaimealm, not in
the physical nor in the fleshly.
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war rafie flesh:
(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, boighty
through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)

2 Corinthians 10:3-4
For we are not contending against flesh and bldmdt, against
the principalities, against the powers, against therld rulers
of this present darkness, against the spiritual tho®f
wickedness in the heavenly places. Ephesians 6:12

So often we approach things from a human pointiefvy
When we suffer an injustice for example, how oftem first
reaction is fleshly (reacting in anger, self-jusation, etc). We
respond as if the person was our enemy, insteaga@hg that
there are powers of darkness controlling peoples&hpowers
actually want us to deal with things in the fleather than using
our heavenly weapons. So many times we turn thlffameans
to win the battle, instead of using our heavenlapans, such as
prayer.

Is any one among you suffering? Let him pray. ks @meerful?
Let him sing praise. James 5:13

| remember preaching in the market in Concepcion,
Paraguay. A drunk man came at me to attack me. Guene
came to my defence and was going to beat the dwitik a
piece of hose. | stopped the man from beating Bot. the
drunk only came back again. This time | looked iat and in
the mighty Name of Jesus rebuked the demon that was
controlling him,. The man took a step back. Agarelduked the
demon in the Name of Jesus, and again the manestdmgck
and fled.

| could have chosen a physical weapon to protecethyr a
heavenly one. A piece of hose or the Name of Jdsushad
relied on the physical a poor drunk man would hHaeen beaten
up. By relying on the Name of Jesus, God’s powers wa
demonstrated before unbelievers. We are in a gairibattle.
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Lets use our heavenly weapons. The Name of Jesusighty
weapon of heaven.

The strength of His might

God wants to clothe us with heavenly power forliatle. In
Ephesians 6, before Paul begins to speak aboweapons, he
says to “be strong in the Lord, and in the stremgtHis might.”
The Greek word for strong is dunamis, from which get our
word, dynamite. We are to be filled with that dpial dynamite
of Christ’s power.
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strengthHis might.
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be ablstand
against the wiles of the devil. Ephesians 6:10-11

Every soldier of Christ must be clothed and streegéd with
that awesome power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus tadddmsciples
to wait in Jerusalem until they had been baptisethe Holy
Spirit, and clothed with heavenly power. It wasyotiien that
they were sent out to extend the kingdom of heaven.

Heavenly weapons are not very effective when youeha
spiritually weak soldier. A sword is only as goadthe arm that
wields it. Spiritual weapons are like the stoneairsling shot.
Imagine young David whirling that sling shot aroumd head.
The power of his arm whirled that stone faster faster around
his head. The stone was going so fast that whii @Goliath it
smashed through his skull and sunk into his head.

It is the unleashing of the power of the Holy Spinat gives
dynamite power to the heavenly weapons. Jesusogestrthe
yoke of oppression through the power of the HolyiSp
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spamd with
power; how he went about doing good and healinghelt were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  Acts 10:38
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Armour of light
Every soldier of Christ needs to be clothed in leagy
power. It is this clothing in the power of Chrikat Paul eagerly

sought:
...l will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesgbat the
power of Christ may rest upon me. 2 Corinthians 12:9

If the battle was physical then it would be impattéor us to
be strong in the natural realm. But Paul actuathadts in his
weaknesses, because the battle belongs to theabdrdot to us.
We are relying on His strength not ours. Our weakas should
cause us to rely heavily on the Lord. When we dotthe power
of Christ will rest upon us.

When you put on the Lord Jesus Christ, you arealiie
clothed with an armour of light. This armour ofHtgs directly
related to our righteousness in Christ. We areasi off sin and
turn to Christ.

Let us then cast off the works of darkness andpuhe armor
of light... (14) put on the Lord Jesus Christ, andkenano
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desiré&®omans 13:12,14

When you believe in Jesus you can't keep walkinghie
darkness. To believe in Jesus is to choose to wadhe Light.
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the bhihe world;
he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but have the
light of life.” John 8:12

“I have come as light into the world, that whoevsslieves in
me may not remain in darkness.” John 12:46

This Light of Christ is a tremendous spiritual weapthat
overcomes darkness.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a ¢jotut
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on thasnlight
shined... (4) For the yoke of his burden, and thé $ta his
shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, thou hast bno&s on the
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day of Midian.” Isaiah 9:2,4

In him was life, and the life was the light of mdime light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has eotawe it.
John 1:4-5

It is the nature of light to cast out darkness. Wieu turn on
a light in a dark room suddenly all the darknessge.
Darkness cannot overcome light. God uses His Light
overcome darkness. | remember in Paraguay as aomasg |
had a spiritual encounter one night while | slépfelt like my
head had been plugged into the power socket. Aesufy
electricity went through my head.

| woke up with a start to see an explosion of Lightthe
room. It lasted for a split second. Everything veasldenly lit
up. | looked at my watch and it was midnight. Itsyarobably
the hour in which the witches’ coven met to ‘praagainst
pastors and churches. | believe that the Lord canmey rescue
by shining His Light in my room and casting out srits of
darkness.
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victoryuinoour Lord
Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:57
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Ministering Angels

Any kingdom will have an army to do the will of iksng.
God’s heavenly army are His angels. Angels playngportant
role in helping and defending God’s people. There 280
references in the Bible to angels. God uses arigdiglp us in
the task of advancing His kingdom.

Jesus said that He could have appealed to His Hatlsend
12 legions of angels. This is approximately 78,CGitpelic
soldiers.
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who Heay
and delivers them. Psalm 34:7

Angels are often sent by God to strengthen His lgetpring
times of distress and spiritual conflict. When Batawas going
to curse Israel an angelic soldier was sent aghinst
Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and hetlsaw
angel of the LORD standing in the way, with hisvwdnasword in
his hand; and he bowed his head, and fell on tge.fa

Numbers 22:31
Here are some examples of how God delivered Hioplpein
times of need:
< The angel of the Lord was sent to Hagar and Ishmael
when they were dying of thirst in the desert. Thejes were
opened to see water.

X The angel of the Lord stopped Abraham from saanific
Isaac on the altar.

«  An angelic army was sent to protect Jacob from Esal
300 armed men. As a result the two men were relazhci

% An angel appeared to Moses in a burning bush iardal
deliver the Israelite slaves from bondage.
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X An angel stood between the Egyptian army and the
Israelites at the Red Sea. The entire Egyptian ameye
powerless against an unarmed people because cinged

% An angel was sent before Israel to drive out tkeegmies
from the promised land.

«  An angel appeared to Gideon and as a result Isvasl
delivered from the Midianites.

X Samson was born after an angel visited his bar@hen
Samson brought great victory against the oppreg$3inigstines.

X Jezebel vowed to kill the prophet, Elijah. But angel of
the Lord was sent to strengthen Elijah with heayéabd. On
the strength of that food Elijah was able to walkhe desert for
40 days and nights until he came to the safety @it Horeb.

s After Jesus was tempted by the devil in the wildem)
the angels came to minister to Him. After the wifgess
experience Jesus began His ministry and deliveraayrof evil

spirits.
Then the devil left him, and behold, angels canteramistered
to him. Matthew 4:11

X When Jesus sweated great drops of blood in theegatd
Gethsemane an angel came and strengthened Him. fhr@m
garden Jesus went to Calvary where He defeated Sataver.

X When Peter and the apostles were imprisoned (A2t 5
an angel of the Lord went and opened the prisorrsdobhe
apostles left the prison and the next day contirtogareach the
Gospel.

Angels have a protective role in watching over Tbkeir
powerful wings cover us, they carry us lest we dtienTheir
faces are looking to the Father on our behalf.
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"See that you do not despise one of these littks;ofor | tell
you that in heaven their angels always behold #we fof my
Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 18:10

When | go on a mission trip | believe that theheatsends
His angel before me, so that my journey is blesssnld has
promised us the help and protection of angels mesi of
spiritual warfare. This is a promise that we caindbefore the
Father, asking for His angelic help in time of ne¥ée thank
God that by faith we are guarded by angels wheneeeare.
Because you have made the LORD your refuge, thé Mgk
your habitation, no evil shall befall you, no scgarcome near
your tent. For he will give his angels charge ofiyo guard you
in all your ways. On their hands they will bear ya@p, lest you
dash your foot against a stone. Psalm 91:9-12



Your Kingdom Come 189

Kingdom Nuggets

Dying man sees Jesus and is healed

| was asked to go to visit a sick man, Angkas. Bleéhie
cousin of our Indonesian translator. | went ints bedroom
where he lay in bed on oxygen. His heart was fonatg at
15% capacity. The doctors had operated unsucchssiulhis
heart. Angkas was sent home to die. His family wgathered
around him in grief. | told his family that theydked like they
were at a funeral, but it is easy to be healed.

Angkas told me how he believed that Jesus Christdvbeal
him. He said that he could see Jesus standing édfion. |
asked him to stand, take off the oxygen, and walthe Name
of Jesus. The family parted as he walked from bdrdoom, and
then began to do star jumps!
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Angkas is healed

Almost everyone in the room gave their lives toudewhen
they saw the miracle. See how happy his familynighe photo
below. Angkas continues to do well.

TO GOD BE THE GLORY!
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Disarming the strongman

The story of Candido

In a war one must get to know enemy. The Biblehea us
how Satan and his demons operate, and how we ae battle
against them. | want to start by sharing a storyspiritual
warfare which occurred while | was a missionaryParaguay.

My neighbours visited my house and asked me toecand
pray for a young man named Candido. When | arrivesund
Candido lying on a bed. He was in a coma and haaady been
that way for about a year or two. He had probalelgrbcursed. |
prayed for Candido in the Name of Jesus. But himao
remained. | felt a strong demonic force over hig.liJesus
described such demons as strong men. Jesus taight u
“But if it is by the finger of God that | cast odemons, then the
kingdom of God has come upon you. When a strong fubiy
armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in @ehot when
one stronger than he assails him and overcomes Ihartakes
away his armor in which he trusted, and dividesspsil.”

Luke 11:20-22

So often when a person is not immediately heatedesne
will say, “Oh well | guess it wasn’t God’s will toeal.” Or they
might say, “You see God doesn’t always heal pebplewever
the problem is that the demon has not been attackedcome,
disarmed, and cast out.

In the Name of Jesus | began to assail this stroag, to do
battle against him. | used various heavenly weajagasnst this
demon. Virtually every time | thought of this magdve thanks
for his deliverance. | prayed in faith thanking Gibat He was
setting Candido free. | also called the leadershefchurch to
join me, anointing him with oil, and praying ovamhin Jesus
Name. James speaks of a number of spiritual weapbes
prayer of faith, anointing with oil, and the Namgtbe Lord
Jesus.



Your Kingdom Come 192

Is any among you sick? Let him call for the eld#rghe church,
and let them pray over him, anointing him with iailthe name
of the Lord; and the prayer of faith will save thiek man, and
the Lord will raise him up; and if he has committads, he will
be forgiven. James 5:14-15

Still nothing much seemed to happen with Candigo. |
visited him several times, laying hands on him araling the
prayer of faith over him in the Name of Jesus. THying on of
hands is actually a spiritual weapon when donaitt f See how
Jesus delivered a woman with a spirit of infirmiiien He laid
His hands upon her:

And there was a woman who had had a spirit of nmftly for
eighteen years; she was bent over and could nigt $tdaighten
herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called hersarito her,
"Woman, you are freed from your infirmity." And laéd his
hands upon her, and immediately she was made btragnd
she praised God. Luke 13:1B1

Afterwards we picked Candido up in our jeep araktbim to
our house for an outreach meeting. There we satupirduring
the meeting in the coma. We all prayed for him.eAfthe
meeting finished we took him home still in a corBainging
him to the meeting was actually another spiritueapon, that of
acting out our faith.

And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carriegfour men.
And when they could not get near him because ottbed,
they removed the roof above him; and when theyrhade an
opening, they let down the pallet on which the pdi@alay.
Mark 2:3-4

To the prayer of faith | added fasting, in accoawith the
Word of God.

And he said unto them, “This kind can come forthnbthing,
but by prayer and fasting.” Mark 9:29 (AV)

Then the demonic strong man in Candido attacked Itne.
happened one day as | was resting during the diestain the
heat of the day. As | slept that demon came uponlme hard
to describe what happened. | felt that | was trdgpea cage and
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could not wake myself up. It was a big battle. llechupon the
Name of Jesus in my sleep, and that demon fled| awdte up.

| became very discouraged at this point. Candide still in
a coma about a year after beginning to pray for mnfiaith.
Discouragement is a weapon of the enemy. The eiehag out
against us. His plan is that if he can hold thingswe will
become discouraged, our hands will grow weak, aedwal
leave the fight.

Paul says that having done all, to stand. In stitvarfare
when we don’t know what else to do, we simply coundi to take
our stand. Don’t run away!

Therefore take the whole armor of God, that you tmaable to
withstand in the evil day, and having done allstand.
Ephesians 6:13

In my discouragement | cried out to the Lord, &nel Holy
Spirit clearly spoke to me about Candido. He saidni, “In
three years | will raise him up.” The Lord also gawve a vision
of Candido with raised hands giving thanks to Godhurch.
After the Lord spoke to me a confident faith aroseny heart. |
knew that it was done. After that | did not praywenuch for
Candido, the battle was won.

Incredibly three years later the Lord healed Camdjdst as
the Lord had said. An evangelistic team were wigithis house
from Argentina. They prayed for him and he waswagkd. The
leader of the team said that it was like there wasack of a
whip in the room. The demon left Candido and he evog from
being in a coma for five years. Truly the strongnniead been
attacked, overcome, and cast out.

Candido was then discipled and taught about Jehust.
before | left Paraguay | was preaching in a lodalrch. There
in the congregation was Candido with his handgdifhigh to
the Lord in worship. Praise be to the Lord who dogesat
things. | think one of the main things | learnt we to give up
in spiritual warfare. Sometimes we are dealing vathstrong
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man.” We are to attack, overcome and disarm theoddmefore
the person is healed or delivered.

The Psalmist speaks of how the Lord disarms thengne
breaks his bow, shatters his spear, and burns lhdots in
which he had trusted.

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; hekbre bow,
and shatters the spear, he burns the chariots fivigh
Psalm 46:9

How demons enter

Demons enter through sin, witchcraft, the occulirses,
trauma, and abuse. They can be then passed org&paration
to generation through the operation of generaticoates. The
emphasis of Scripture is that sin is the open dagrfor
demonic entry. For example, King Saul was commarimethe
Lord to completely destroy the Amalekites, and tikir
possessions. But Saul disobeyed the Lord.

The Lord said his rebellion was as witchcraft. Therd
rejected Saul as King, removed His Holy Spirit fre(wm, and
Saul became tormented by an evil spirit. The pro@smuel
confronted Saul saying to him...

“the LORD sent you on a mission, and said, ‘Goetjtdestroy
the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against thati they are
consumed.” Why then did you not obey the voitkeof ORD?
Why did you swoop on the spoil, and do what wakieuhe
sight of the LORD?” (23)_For rebellion is as thensbf
divination, and stubbornness is as iniquity andatly. Because
you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has adfected
you from being king.” 1 Samuel 15:18,19,23

Demons hinder God’s work

Demons try to hinder us from obeying God’'s calltaBa
speaking through Peter sought to discourage Jesmsgoing to
the Cross. Jesus said to Satan that he was a hoedi@a Him.
From that time Jesus began to show his disciplas ltle must
go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from therslénd
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and antthird day be
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raised. And Peter took him and began to rebuke Isiaying,
"God forbid, Lord! This shall never happen to youBut he
turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! #e a
hindrance to me; for you are not on the side of Glodlt of
men.” Matthew 16:21-23

Daniel set himself to pray and fast and continised®1 days.
Daniel’s ministry was that of a prophet, foretadlithe rise and
fall of empires. Heaven sent a messenger to briagid) a
prophecy. However, this messenger was hinderedrriwirey
because of the demon prince over Persia. This ipality
fought against him. The heavenly messenger recesuggort
from Michael, the archangel. So we clearly see l®mmons
fight against the work of the Lord, and try to delar stop it
from happening.

Then he said to me, "Fear not, Daniel, for from fingt day that
you set your mind to understand and humbled yolutssfbre
your God, your words have been heard, and | haveeco
because of your words. The prince of the kingdonPakia
withstood me twenty-one days; but Michael, onehef ¢hief
princes, came to help me, so | left him there whth prince of
the kingdom of Persia and came to make you undetstdnat is
to befall your people in the latter days. For theion is for days
yet to come.” Daniel 10:12-14

Demons obstruct the Gospel

Demons seek to hinder people from receiving thep&los
“When they had gone through the whole island as dar
Paphos, they came upon a certain magician, a Jevasde
prophet, named Bar-Jesus. He was with the procor&eigius
Paulus, a man of intelligence, who summoned Barsiadzd
Saul and sought to hear the word of God. But Elyrtiees
magician (for that is the meaning of his name) siibtbd them,
seeking to turn away the proconsul from the fasilt Saul, who
is also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirigdked intently at
him and said, "You son of the devil, you enemy lbf a
righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, Wgbu not stop
making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? Awal,
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behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and yall $e blind
and unable to see the sun for a time." Immediateist and
darkness fell upon him and he went about seekingledo lead
him by the hand. Then the proconsul believed nwie saw
what had occurred, for he was astonished at theha of the
Lord.” Acts 13:6-12

They torment and harass

Demons torment people. Mental torment is a terrthiag.
Saul became tormented by an evil spirit as a restlhis
rebellion.
Now the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, amdevil
spirit from the LORD tormented him. And Saul's sets said
to him, "Behold now, an evil spirit from God is nognting you.
Let our lord now command your servants, who areigefou,
to seek out a man who is skilful in playing theejyand when
the evil spirit from God is upon you, he will plidyand you will
be well." So Saul said to his servants, "Providerfee a man
who can play well, and bring him to mel Samuel 16:14-17

They are rebellious
Demons are without conscience, evil and rebell®rhieir
nature. They refuse correction and cannot be tamed.
For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile anc seature,
can be tamed and has been tamed by humankind obutiman
being can tame the tongue—a restless evil, fudeadly poison.
James 3:7-8

They deceive

Satan is a liar and the father of lies.
“You are of your father the devil, and your will is do your
father’s desires. He was a murderer from the begigyand has
nothing to do with the truth, because there is mahtin him.
When he lies, he speaks according to his own natarédne is a
liar and the father of lies. But, because | ték ttruth, you do
not believe me.” John 8:44-45

Religious deception and false doctrine are basicth®
strategy of demons. Did you know that there areaenwhose
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specialty is false doctrine? Sound doctrine is hitsly
imperative. Some people have incorrectly said that Spirit
unites, but doctrine divides. How untrue!

The Holy Spirit unites us through our faith in suetsential
doctrines of the atonement of the Blood of JesussGhthe
incarnation, the authority and inspiration of Sturp, the trinity,
and the sole mediation of Jesus Christ betweenaaddnan.
Now the Spirit expressly says that in later tim@a®e will depart
from the faith by giving heed to deceitful spiatsd doctrines of
demons, through the pretensions of liars whoseaenses are
seared, 1 Timothy 4:1-2

Demonic strongholds of the mind

Demons operate through creating thought stronghoidbe
mind. By repetition of thinking, certain thoughtee auilt up
into a military stronghold. These strongholds amguments or
systems of thought. Demons take up residence irsethe
strongholds. Religious strongholds have bound omgi of
people. These could be complex religious argumehts false
teaching of cults, or arguments of atheists agai@sd’s
existence.

Other types of strongholds include, rationalising whether
it be anger, violent abuse, pornography, steabtgphol or drug
addiction. There are powerful strongholds involviogr heart
attitudes such as rejection, unforgiveness, hwif;pity, lust,
greed, and so on.

For though we live in the world we are not carryiog a
worldly war, for the weapons of our warfare are mairldly but
have divine power to destroy strongholds. We dgsirguments
and every proud obstacle to the knowledge of God, ake
every thought captive to obey Christ, 2 Corinthians 10:3-5

Demons are unclean

Demons live in the unclean. They are attractedirio $ou
will find demons in any fleshly work whether it pernography,
gambling, bitterness, greed, anger, or selfishn€bsy battle
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against the Holy Spirit, and cooperate with ourfudifiesh. In
the story of the deliverance of the man with adagif demons,
they requested to go into the pigs. Pigs accorthnigosaic law
were unclean.
And the demons begged him, "If you cast us outl ssraway
into the herd of swine."” And he said to them, "Gn"they came
out and went into the swine; and behold, the wihelel rushed
down the steep bank into the sea, and perishdueinvaters.
Matthew 8:31-32

Demons defile

Demons also defile and make unclean. The Israadiéfited
the temple of the Lord by putting their idols (ateimons) into
it.
They have turned to me their back and not theie;faand
though | have taught them persistently they havdistened to
receive instruction. They set up their abominationthe house
which is called by my name, to defile it. Jeremiah 32:34

We defile ourselves when we lose our self-contralve you
ever lost your temper and said things you shouldhate?
Afterwards you feel awful. That's because you halediled
yourself. As soon as we give free reign to our Hleand
passions, there is a demonic defilement. Many amghasising
healthy eating and proper diet. It is not the Bigdvmeal that
defiles the spirit, rather it is our lack of setirtrol.

There is nothing from outside a man which enteiimg him
can defile him._But the things which come out af,lthose are
the ones that defile the man. If anyone has ealse#y, let him
hear. And when He had entered into the house aveay the
crowd, His disciples asked Him concerning the paAnd He
said to them, Are you also without understanding?yidu not
perceive that whatever enters into the man fronsidatcannot
defile him, because it does not enter into his tdart into the
belly, and goes out into the waste-bowl, purifyatigfood? And
He said,_That which comes out of the man is whétedethe
man. For from within, out of the heart of men, med euvil
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts/etousness,
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eyaspbhemy,
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pride, foolishness: All these evil things passfoam inside and
defile the man. Mark 7:15-23

Spirits of sickness and pain

Demons cause pain, sickness, and ill health. If poe
cooking a stew and you add rotten meat to it, #stet of the
whole stew will be ruined. Instead of smelling awmes, it
stinks. If you eat that stew it may cause you teiok. So it is
with demons. They sicken the atmosphere around .tAéwair
presence makes people ill and unhealthy. Deliverainom
demons and healing of the sick go hand in hand.
That evening they brought to him many who were gzs&sl
with demons; and he cast out the spirits with adyand healed
all who were sick. Matthew 8:16

While he was coming, the demon tore him and coesutsm.
But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healedbtby, and
gave him back to his father. Luke 9:42

Spirits of emotional sickness

Demons can cause mental and emotional sicknesst i
man with a legion of demons had been deliveredys shat he
was “in his right mind.” How many people today suff
depression, strange voices, anxiety attacks, nhellgprsonality,
and schizophrenia from demonic causes.
And they came to Jesus, and saw the demoniacgsittiere,
clothed and in his right mind, the man who had Hasllegion;
and they were afraid. And those who had seen dt wdiat had
happened to the demoniac and to the swine. Mark 5:15-16

Demons steal and destroy

Satan comes to steal, kill and destroy, in contrdssus
brings abundant life.
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destiogame that
they may have life, and have it abundantly. John 10:10

We notice how Satan entered Judas with the purpose
betray and kill Jesus.
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Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, wias of the
number of the twelve; he went away and conferred thie chief
priests and officers how he might betray him tarth&nd they
were glad, and engaged to give him money. So heedgrand
sought an opportunity to betray him to them in #tsence of
the multitude. Luke 22:3-6

Judas was under Satan’s influence even before this
happened. It was Judas who was corrupt, stealiogn fthe
money box which was held in trust for all the dides. It was
Judas who in greed opposed the anointing of Jéseisvanted
to sell the expensive ointment for his own persgaah. Greed
and corruption are signs of the demonic.

There they made him a supper; Martha served, armhilLs was
one of those at table with him. Mary took a pouridcastly
ointment of pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesud wiped
his feet with her hair; and the house was filledthwihe
fragrance of the ointment. But Judas Iscariot, ook his
disciples (he who was to betray him), said, "Whys wiais
ointment not sold for three hundred denarii andegivo the
poor?" This he said, not that he cared for the pbot because
he was a thief, and as he had the money box he tostake
what was put into it. John 12:2-6

Satan accuses

Satan is the accuser of the brethren. He seekadermine
the certainty of our salvation. We must know th&edence
between subjective and objective guilt. Objectivdtgs when
the Holy Spirit convicts us of our sins. Subjectydlt is when
we come under condemnation for things that we ledkeady
confessed and been forgiven for.

And | heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Noe ghlvation
and the power and the kingdom of our God and thbaity of
his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethnas been
thrown down, who accuses them day and night beforésod.”
Revelations 12:10
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Let's take hold of the promise that no weapon of
accusation shall prosper against us.
“No weapon that is fashioned against you shall pers and
you shall confute every tongue that rises againsti yn
judgment. This is the heritage of the servanthefltORD and
their vindication from me, says the LORD.” Isaiah 54:17

Demons entice

Demons entice and tempt people to sin. Satan carbwe
as a serpent, enticing her to eat of the fruit. idethod was to
cast doubt on the word of the Lord that forbademthieom
eating of the tree of good and evil.
And Micaiah said, "Therefore hear the word of tl@RD: | saw
the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the hosthafaven
standing beside him on his right hand and on his Bnd the
LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab, that he may gaaad fall at
Ramothgilead?” And one said one thing, and anotkaid
another. Then a spirit came forward and stood befthe
LORD, saying, ‘I will entice him.” 1 Kings 22:19-21

Demons are disruptive

Our outreaches in Paraguay were occasionally plistduby
people under demonic influence. | remember oneeaatr in a
village. During the meeting a young man who waoived in
witchcraft threw a large firecracker among the atah. It blew
a hole in the black plastic that the children weiing on.
Thankfully no one was hurt. Later he repented amded to
Christ.

In another outreach a drunk man circled the meeteiiing
at us. Interestingly, my wife had previously cictlthe meeting
creating a “Blood line” around us. The drunk nepassed this
line.

As we were going to the place of prayer, we werehya slave
girl who had a spirit of divination and brought hewners much
gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and usngryiThese
men are servants of the Most High God, who proclanyou
the way of salvation.” And this she did for manysdd&ut Paul
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was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirighdrge you in
the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." Am@me out
that very hour. Acts 16:16-18

Demons cause division

Demons seek to bring jealousy, division, confusiangd
separation between Christians. They work towardsbtieaking
down of relationships, whether in the church, naayei or the
family. They fight against our love for one anothdiheir
weapons is very often our words which destroy, ,hmoft, curse
and deceive.
Their throat is an open grave, they use their tagto deceive.
The venom of asps is under their lips. Their mastlfull of
curses and bitterness. Romans 3:13-14

For the whole law is fulfilled in one word, "Youadhlove your
neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite and devourecanother
take heed that you are not consumed by one another.
Galatians 5:14-15

Demons drive and compel

Demons drive and compel people. Such people cannieec
restless and compulsive, lacking self-control. d laafriend who
was on drugs and suffered demonic problems. Itimasssible
to carry on a conversation with him. He was cortstamp and
down, never staying still. It was after he cam€twist and was
delivered that | could talk with him.
For he had commanded the unclean spirit to comeobuhe
man. (For many a time it had seized him; he was kepler
guard, and bound with chains and fetters, but hekerthe
bonds and was driven by the demon into the deséniRe 8:29

Demons create fear

Demons control people through fear. Millions of pleoare
held by fear in false religions. Afraid that if théeave their
religion, the spirits will punish them.
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“For ye have not received the spirit of bondage iag® fear;
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, wherele cry,
Abba, Father.” Romans 8:15
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Kingdom Nuggets

Emotional Healing & Deliverance

This young man had been
regularly beaten by his parents.
- Then when he was 15 years old,
they told him that he was
completely useless to this
world. This word cut into his
emotions like a sharp knife.

To escape from home the young man joined the Bible
College. He said that he never told his teacheositaltie secret
of his heart. His secret was that he hated hispsre

In the top left photo | ask him whether he sufferejgction
from his parents. He said yes. | then said to at &lthough he
lost his parents, that his heavenly Father loved &nd would
never leave him. He then experienced a powerful tiemal
healing as he sobbed uncontrollably (top right phot

The Lord released him from a spirit of emotionahpa the
Name of Jesus (bottom photo). He later testifieat the felt
something come out of him. He publicly forgave parents.
PRAISE GOD!
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How to battle against
demons

Understanding the demonic realm

| want to begin by talking about spiritual dimemso Many
times Christians get confused because they areingethings
from a physical dimension. How could a legion ofmdas
(12,000) inhabit one man? Or how can the vast longdf
heaven and all its riches dwell within us? How eatremon and
Christ reside in the same person?

The spiritual is a different dimension from the picgl.
Demons are not physical beings. They do not takphysical
space. Demons enter people as spirit. The demomiddw
invades the physical. It is like a world within sond. For
example when you look through a microscope youaseeher
world of bacteria swimming around in water. Thes#ions of
bacteria can invade your body and make you sickhWour
naked eye you can’'t see them, but there they ayeun body.
One vast world of microscopic bugs inside anotherlav of
your physical body.

Another way of understanding the demonic realno ithink
of connections. When you turn on your computer emthect it
to the internet, you are accessing a huge worldt Bowith the
demonic realm. You can do certain things that lydu to
certain evil spirits.

Let me give you one more example of spiritual refahips.
A small tug boat pulls a vast ship behind it. Theo tare
connected by a rope. The big ship puts that tug boaer
tremendous strain. As long as that rope is betweenwo, the
tug boat will always be struggling.

The tug boat represents our physical body. The ®pke
entry point for the spiritual realm. It could bevigit to a palm
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reader. That one visit binds the person to the agneealm.
The big ship is the demonic realm. It could be madeic strong
man. The bigger the ship the slower that tug bolhtwove. The
greater the demonic influence on a person thedessol they
have over themselves.

When Jesus enters a person, His Holy Spirit anddmba
kingdom enters. It is like that tug boat is nownlgetied to a
second ship, called Jesus. Jesus is pulling thébdag in one
direction, while the demons are pulling in the ogipodirection.
Deliverance occurs when the rope is cut. We neethtierstand
that the deliverance may happen after attackingstteng man
in spiritual warfare. For example, in prayer anstifeg.

Demonic partnership

There are two types of situations in dealing wigmans.
One where there is an ungodly partnership with mafe and
the second where no such partnership exists. Anoding
partnership may exist between a demon and a peosomith a
group of people, or with an object, or a place.

When there is an ungodly partnership between aopesd

a demon it is formed through the sins of a persantestors, or
their own personal sin, or through an emotionakisri For

example, a young girl came forward in a meetingSiouth

America. When | prayed for her she fell on the flownifesting

a demon. The pastor of the church said that shekmawn as
the “school gossip”. Her sin of gossip had broulgét into an

ungodly partnership with the spirit of gossip.

Demonic partnerships can also exist with a groupeaiple,
or a nation. For example, the nation of Vanuatu eedicated to
the devil through the John Frum Cult. This occurced the
island of Tanna in the 1930’s. This partnership wWater
renounced and broken by the people in about 20@¥ivRlI
swept the island after this ungodly partnership lragken.
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Ungodly partnerships also exist between demons and

objects. An object used in witchcraft or idolatsy gursed. A
demon becomes attached to that object. | rememb&iil was
visiting a Christian’s house. The family requestpthyer.
However, the Holy Spirit would not give me permissto pray
until they had removed a head-dress from the holusater
found out that it was a witches’ head piece that b@en given
to the family. | felt an evil spirit around thatddedress. When
the object was removed from the house, the HolyitSpil in
power upon the people. (The family should have mtgzk and
destroyed the head dress).

A place can also be cursed and under demonic mtkieFor
example, | stayed in a flat while preaching in Singre. One
night when | was about to go to sleep | became awhdemons
in the flat. | bound them in the Name of Jesus\aadt to sleep.
| later found out that the flat was only used tou$® guest
speakers. Most of the time it was empty. The mdid eleaned
the flat was using it to have sex with other memsTad defiled
the place.

The flat belonged to a Christian lady. She and gestors
came with me. | said a simple prayer commandingsghets to
leave. | felt them go. | never had any further peais when |
have used that flat.

In such circumstances it is important that the llegener of
the place be in agreement with the deliverancénefproperty.
Otherwise simply bind the spirits effecting the gpedy, and
plead the precious Blood of Jesus upon yoursehiis @pplies in
such situations as when you are traveling and regayi hotels,
or your church is renting a place used by otheugsaduring the
week.

The Bible tells us that ungodly partnerships anmentd by
breaking God’s moral standards. There are certairahdecrees
that govern the universe. Paul speaks of ungodlgplee
breaking these decrees:
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They were filled with all manner of wickedness, |, evi
covetousness, malice. Full of envy, murder, strdeceit,
malignity, they are gossips, slanderers, hater§&ofl, insolent,
haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedieat garents,
foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Thougtytknow God’s
decree that those who do such things deserve totltkg not
only do them but approve those who practice them.
Romans 1:29-32
When these decrees are broken, demons partnepadibie.
Through sin, an ungodly relationship is formed lesw a
person and a demon. This partnership may be somgethat a
person consciously and willingly enters into. Othisres people
do things in ignorance and end up with demonic laged

An example of a willing partnership is with witclft. Here
a person invites evil spirits to enter them and obses
tormented by demons. In Freemasonry a person dalen
curses upon themselves and their descendents. grhrihiese
curses the demons afflict and harass. Paul wamg&dhninthian
Christians not to become partners with demons.
Consider the people of Israel; are not those wha tee
sacrifices partners in the altar? What do | imgheh? That food
offered to idols is anything, or that an idol isydéimng? No, |
imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to desand not to
God. | do not want you to be partners with demons.

1 Corinthians 10:18-20

Through the partaking of communion through thengaéind
drinking of the bread and the cup, we are partgenith Christ.
We are in covenant with Him through the Cross.

Paul teaches that ungodly partnership is based mn
agreement to enter into sin.
What agreement has the temple of God with idotw?we are
the temple of the living God; as God said, "I viMe in them
and move among them, and | will be their God, dm®y shall be
my people. Therefore come out from them, and beraepfrom
them, says the Lord, and touch nothing uncleann thewill
welcome you, and | will be a father to you, and gball be my
sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty. 2 Cor 6:16-18
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A person is to separate himself from all involveineith
idols, witchcraft, the occult, false religions, drenasonry, and
cults. Repentance is the key to destroying thesgodig
partnerships with demons. A person is to destrbsuah objects
belonging to false religions, cults, witchcraft atite occult.
This includes ungodly music, magazines, videos, etc
Many also of those who were now believers camefessimg
and divulging their practices. And a number of #hosho
practiced magic arts brought their books togethed @urned
them in the sight of all; and they counted the gabfi them and
found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver.ti$e word of
the Lord grew and prevailed mightily. Acts 19:18-20

Many people enter into a demonic partnership withou
realizing it. Let’s take for example a man who daks his lustful
desires and commits adultery. Without realizinghig has
entered into an ungodly partnership with demondusef and
adultery. He is bound and entrapped by these den(ter
spirits also partner with his sin, such as lyind deceit.

We need to discern whether the battle we face ¢ause of
our own partnership with demons, or not. If thevxeaidemonic
partnership we need to humble ourselves, receiee tiith,
repent and turn away from our sin. Then the spait be cast
out. One of the keys is to be honest about our sin.

He who conceals his transgressions will not prospat he who
confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy.
Proverbs 28:13

There was a woman who came to a house meeting in
Paraguay. She was involved with the Mormons. Sheested
prayer for a stomach problem. The Holy Spirit sptikene that
she had a demonic partnership with Mormon doctripaul
speaks of the doctrines of demons. The woman réfuse
renounce her beliefs and in front of everyone tesighat we
pray for her. So | prayed for her, and she colldpse the floor,
rolling around. The demon seized control of her thpmaking
it shut like a vice. She was unable to call upoa Kame of
Jesus. She ended up being humbled in front of enerpecause
of her stubbornness.
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If we say that we have not sinned, we make hiraradnd his
word is not in us. 1 John 1:10

God'’s promise to us is if we will confess our siHg will not
only forgive us but cleanse us. | believe that thésansing also
pertains to unclean spirits.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and jusfdagive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousnes4. John 1:9

How to do battle

The first type of situation is where there is amgauoily
partnership with demons. The second type is wheeeave
engaged with the demonic world without any suchnaaship.
This is all part of the spiritual battle that wee a@ngaged in as
Christians. For example, Jesus who committed no v&s
tempted in the wilderness by the devil. Jesus dfthto silence
demons who were calling out and disrupting his mgst

We are all involved in this spiritual battle. Densonill seek
to tempt and entice us into sin. They seek to untder our
confidence in Christ through accusation. They deetob us of
our peace through mental torment, fear and anxigtgy may
attack us through demonic manifestations and thrquepple.
For this reason we need to know what the Bible say®w to
overcome them. Here is a brief outline of what Guabs
provided for spiritual warfare.

The Blood of Christ

The Blood of Jesus is our righteousness. We owegcthe
enemy, not relying on ourselves, or upon our owodgaorks.
but by the righteous blood of Jesus. The righteessof Jesus
has been imputed to us by His Blood.

We can confidently come to the throne of God beeaighe
Blood of Christ. It is His Blood that has cleansexifrom sin.
We come to God’s throne to receive wisdom, powel girace
in times of spiritual battle. The enemy seeks tadbr us from
receiving God’s help, by accusing us of our sins.
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And | heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Noe ghlvation
and the power and the kingdom of our God and thbaity of
his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brthnas been
thrown down, who accuses them day and night beforesod.
And they have conquered him by the blood of thebLand by
the word of their testimony, for they loved notirthiees even
unto death.” Revelations 12:10-11

The righteousness of Christ is a heavenly weapaul §lves
us the picture of a soldier armed with a sword i |bft and
right hands doing battle with the enemy. Evil is trery nature
of the kingdom of darkness. We overcome this evthwhe
righteousness of Jesus.

...the weapons of righteousness for the right handl fan the
left; 2 Corinthians 6:7

Stand therefore, having girded your loins with fruand having
put on the breastplate of righteousness, Ephesians 6:14

Therefore we are to walk in godliness and not fyradur
fleshly desires.
But | say, walk by the Spirit, and do not gratthe desires of the
flesh. For the desires of the flesh are againstSpeit, and the
desires of the Spirit are against the flesh; faesh are opposed
to each other, to prevent you from doing what yould.

Galatians 5:16-17

Live a pure life. Don’t mix the things of God withe things
of darkness. Resist the devil. Don’'t cooperate witm by
holding unforgiveness, allowing wrong thoughts tomihate
your thinking, watching violence and sex on the ©¥/|istening
to ungodly music.
You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cupmlehons.
You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and tddde of
demons. Shall we provoke the Lord to jealousywWastronger
than he? 1 Corinthians 10:21-22
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Submit to God

Submit to God. Totally obey Him without holding lac
Obey His Word. Walk humbly before God, turning aweym
all arrogance and pride. This is the correct pmsitdo then go on
to deal with the devil.

But he gives more grace; therefore it says, "Gogosgs the
proud, but gives grace to the humble.” Submit yelwess
therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will fleen you.

James 4:6-7
The comfort of the Holy Spirit

The enemy seeks to destroy our emotional healtthven by
trauma, abuse, violence, grief, gossip, false atouss, or bitter
disappointments. People are held captive by thgpest of
emotional injuries. The comfort of the Holy Spir¢leases
captives, and brings healing. Many times once a&quehas
experienced the comfort of the Holy Spirit, theyllvalso be
delivered. The love of God is a powerful heavengapon.
| will seek the lost, and bring again those drivaemay, and will
bind up the broken, and will strengthen the siEkekiel 34:16

Jesus quoted this Isaiah prophecy and said thatstfulfilled
in Himself. See how the anointing brings hope aoahfort, as
well as deliverance.

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, becauseLtBBD has
anointed me to bring good tidings to the afflictéd has sent
me to _bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim lipetd the
captives, and the opening of the prison to those are bound;
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and thay dof
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourngtant to
those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garlandemdgt of
ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, niamtle of
praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may dmled oaks of
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that hey rba
glorified. Isaiah 61:1-3

| remember a teenage girl who received prayer hoase
meeting. She collapsed on the floor manifesting.eWhwe
commanded the demon to leave she shook her heedddimon
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refused to leave. Some people would start yelling earrying
on to get that demon out. We need the wisdom asckchment
of the Holy Spirit to know how to do battle.

We made an appointment with this girl to talk withr. It
turned out that she had been raped. When she hmtiexced
emotional healing, the demon left without a streggWlany
times people need to experience the love of Goardier to be
delivered.

Do the work of the Gospel

For many years | suffered from migraines. My healirom
migraines was manifest when | obeyed the Lord aedtvio
Paraguay as a missionary. Jesus said that if wédvemek first
His kingdom and righteousness, all these thingsladvbe ours
as well.

The best form of defense is offense. Attack thenmgnéy
doing God’s work. Give yourself to the work of therd. Be
steadfast and immovable in serving the Lord. ShiaeeGospel
with others. Occupy yourself in doing good worksd delping
others.

...and having shod your feet with the equipment@itispel of
peace; Ephesians 6:15

Preaching the Word of God is to accompany the rogqsiut
of demons. The preached Word brings people to tapea of
sin, which is the foundation for deliverance.

And he appointed twelve, to be with him, and tesdm out to
preach and have authority to cast out demolsark 3:14-15

Pray for boldness to preach the Gospel. Satan vEmist's
soldiers to be weak, timid and fearful. God has gigén us a
spirit of timidity, but of love, power and a soumdnd.

...(pray) “also for me, that utterance may be givee m
opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery tlod
gospel,” Ephesians 6:19
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Be Christ centred

Be Christ centred, not demon focused. Demons wab be
focused on them. But it is in Christ that we halve power to
defeat the enemy.
But | am afraid that as the serpent deceived Evhi®yunning,
your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere apdre
devotion to Christ. 2 Corinthians 11:3

The Word of God

Use the Word of God as a sword against the enemy’s
thoughts and arguments. Confess and believe thel WoGod.
Your faith is not based on what you feel and exgrexre. Your
faith comes through the Word of God. God will deliwis from
all attacks on our mind. The Lord’s deliverancec@led the
helmet of salvation.

And take the helmet of salvation, and the sworthef Spirit,
which is the word of God.” Ephesians 6:17

The Shield of Faith

Walk by faith. Take up faith like you would a shigb cover
yourself.
...besides all these, taking the shield of faithhwihich you can
guench all the flaming darts of the evil one. Ephesians 6:16

Fast & Pray

When the battle is intense many Christians getodisged
and say: “Oh well it wasn't God’s will.” We need &ftack the
strong man in faith. This most certainly will invel fervent
prayer and often with fasting (Mark 9:25-29).

Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer drsupplication.
To that end keep alert with all perseverance, mgkin
supplication for all the saints, Ephesians 6:18

Praise and Worship
Sing songs of deliverance, thanksgiving, praised an
worship. By singing songs we are declaring ourhfait Jesus
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Christ, and the victory of the Cross. Paul and sSieere
delivered from prison as they prayed and sanged.trd.

But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying amaging
hymns to God, and the prisoners were listeningh&em, and
suddenly there was a great earthquake, so thatdhedations
of the prison were shaken; and immediately all doers were
opened and every one’s fetters were unfasten@dts 16:25-26

In dealing with demons we should always be guidedhe
Holy Spirit and the Word of God. The Lord will leas and
show us how to fight the battle. The battle belotmythe Lord.
He will see us through to the victory. Amen.
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Kingdom Nuggets

Girl is caught up into heaven and hears the
angels singing

We had been in a healing meeting in which the Ldial
wonderful miracles. As we were shaking hands agthgagood
bye, | came to this girl. By means of the Holy 8diasked her
if she sang in the church band, and she said yieenlwent on
to say that heaven would be opened and she wouwdd the
angels singing.

With this the power of the Holy Spirit came upom bed she
collapsed on the floor. The Glory of the Lord fillehe room. A
number of us began to weep in God's Presence. LUnasle to
speak. Afterwards the girl described how she saawére open
and the angels singing. She described how the saingete
rejoicing over the sinners that were being saved.

Jesus said, " Just so, | tell you, there is joyteethe angels
of God over one sinner who repents.” Friend, thgeEnwere
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not rejoicing over the physical miracles we hadchsdéey were
rejoicing over something far more important, théva@on of

souls from hell. The Bible teaches that signs andders, gifts
of the Holy Spirit are done to confirm the preachiof the

Gospel. God's priority is the salvation of sinndre is the

Shepherd that leaves the 99 sheep and goes outtheto
wilderness to find the one lost sheep.
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Ambassadors of the King

Sent by Christ

A rhema Word that has greatly impacted my lifehiat we
are sent by God. We are ambassadors of His powengdom .
It is the knowledge that the Holy Spirit has serd that rises
like yeast on the inside of me. | don’t just go @omiracle
meeting or to the nations because it seems likeod glea. | go
because | am sent by Jesus.

We are ambassadors of Jesus, empowered by theSpol
We go in the knowledge that the King of Heaven $&s us to
represent His kingdom . We don’t go just becauseeims like a
good idea, or because we feel obligated. We gousecheaven
has sent us. We are sent as messengers of theKkiggs.

Jesus has sent us to be His ambassadors in ther pbwhe
Holy Spirit. He has promised us that the Holy Spiiil be with
us. We go armed with His heavenly armour. As we the,
kingdom is manifested, demonic chains are brokamd
darkness is shattered by the Light of Jesus.

The Father sent Jesus

Again and again Jesus spoke about how He was gethieb
Father. This truth was so important to Him. He wagowered
by the knowledge that His heavenly Father had dent May it
likewise be a revelation to us that we also ard bgnChrist.
Take a moment to meditate on these Scriptures.
... the works which the Father has granted me to magtish,
these very works which | am doing, bear me witrieas the
Father has sent me. John 5:36

Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, yauld love
me, for | proceeded and came forth from God; | caimieof my
own accord, but he sent me.” John 8:42
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“For | have not spoken on my own authority; the &t who
sent me has himself given me commandment whatytaush
what to speak.” John 12:49

He who does not love me does not keep my wordghanaord
which you hear is not mine but the Father's wha see.
John 14:24
The Father sent the Son in the power and fullnéfiseoHoly
Spirit. As the Father sent Jesus, so Jesus sends us
On the evening of that day, the first day of thekye¢he doors
being shut where the disciples were, for fear ef ibws, Jesus
came and stood among them and said to them, "Peaceith
you." When he had said this, he showed them hidshand his
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw.dhd. Jesus
said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the éallas sent
me, even so | send you." And when he had saidhthisreathed
on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit
John 20:19-22
And why are we sent? We are sent to usher in thgdkim of
heaven through the preaching of Christ.
And preach as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaseat
hand.” Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse Igpeast out
demons. You received without paying, give with@yt.p (16)
Behold, | send you out as sheep in the midst ofesoplso be
wise as serpents and innocent as dovesMatthew 10:7,8,16

Jesus says “Go”

The voice of Jesus rings loud and clear today. ai& $Go”.
That word, by the Holy Spirit, continues to echavdahe halls
of history to us today. It works like yeast in duearts. The
words of Jesus have power on the inside of usuiltkgns the
spirit of a man to do the works of God.

Then he said to his servants, “The wedding is re&dy those
invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the thayofares, and
invite to the marriage feast as many as you find.”

Matthew 22:8-9

May we stop making excuses why we can’t go. Maystop
debating whether we should go. May we stop waifimgan
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invitation to go. We have already been sent. Mayhage a
conviction that we are ambassadors sent by the Kingings.
May it be a revelation of the Holy Spirit that agswerfully
like yeast in our hearts.

When | was 17 my pastor came to me and prophehked
God had called me into full time ministry. A littlater the Lord
spoke to me through His Word confirming what hadrbsaid.
His living Word propelled me forward to serve Himllftime in
the preaching of the Gospel. As a result | begamdb studies
in the Bible and later became a pastor.

Then in 2004 | had a dream to go to Kalimantanphesia.
The Lord said: “Go to Borneo to pray the prayerfaith for
revival.” His living Word stirred my heart. Like gst that
causes a chemical reaction, so His Word changestih@sphere
of the heart. By God’s grace | began traveling®nations.

Then in 2007 | had a dream in which | was on Talstend
in Vanuatu. | heard the Lord say to me: “The warkvast. Go
and help them.” The Lord opened the way for meaol gnew |
was sent by the Holy Spirit. As a result of the tthe Lord
planted a new church, souls were saved, and pe¢egtiéed of
wonderful healings.

Sometimes the Lord will speak through a dream, raiinges
He will put a desire in our hearts to go somewhéraether He
speaks to us in this special way or not, He hasadly spoken to
us through His Word.

The question is not whether we should go? But whyp'awe
going? Sometimes people will question me why | gda o
preaching. Why don't | just stay at home and pastgrchurch?
If I didn’t go | would be disobedient to the Lord.

Paul was so passionate about taking the Gospetlitadioly
Spirit actually had to tell him not to go to centglaces. The
Holy Spirit did this, not because Paul was doing throng
thing, but because the Lord wanted him in anothea.aVe can
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trust the Holy Spirit to both open and shut doarsthe Gospel.
May we be so passionate for the Gospel that thg Bpirit has
to redirect our steps.

And they went through the region of Phrygia and aBal
having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to spdak word in
Asia. And when they had come opposite Mysia, ttteynpted
to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did atlow them;
so, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. &ndsion
appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedoniasw
standing beseeching him and saying, "Come overdoellonia
and help us." And when he had seen the vision, diatety we
sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that Gad called
us to preach the gospel to them. Acts 16:6-10

We are all sent by the Lord. Let this mandate ofisth
become a living reality in our spirit.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,tlzapg them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of thig Bpirit,
teaching them to observe all that | have commanaed and
lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.
Matthew 28:19-20



Your Kingdom Come 222

Daniel’s vision of Jesus, the Son of Man

“I saw in the night visions, and
behold, with the clouds of
heaven there came one like a
Son of Man, and he came to the
Ancient of Days and was
presented before him.
And to Him was given
dominion and glory and
Kingdom, that all peoples,
nations, and languages should
serve Him: his dominion is an
everlasting dominion, which
shall not pass away, and his
Kingdom one that shall not be
destroyed.”

Daniel 7:13-14



