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An encounter with Jesus

“He who loves me will be loved by my Father, anll love him
and manifest myself to him." John 14:21

‘What happens when people meet Jesus

Saul meets Jesus

Saul was a murderous fanatic who went from houseotsse
arresting the Christians (Acts 9:1-18). Acts 9:lssdis very
breathing was filled with hate and murder towalus Christians.
He was so zealous in his hate against the chuathhthwent to the
High Priest asking for authority to persecute thleri€lians in
Damascus. He was going to search them out, afest,tbind
them and bring them to Jerusalem. But along thd to&amascus
he had a power encounter with Jesus Christ. He liaslly
blinded by a great light from heaven which flaslEdund him.
Jesus audibly spoke to hirfSaul, Saul, why do you persecute
Me?” But Saul did not recognize the Lord’s voice, andl:sa
“Who are you Lord?”Jesus replied!l am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting...” It took one encounter with the living Lord to
change this hate filled, murder-bent man to a lgvéervant of
Jesus Christ. One encounter with Jesus Christ af@nseven the
hardest heatrt.

When Mark was visiting Kalamantan, Indonesia, aylats
scoffing and blaspheming against the Lord and HokwBut
when she entered the living room of the house whdsek was
staying the Holy Spirit began to work on her hedesus softened
this hardened woman and saved her soul. How anuaterowith
Jesus Christ can change a person’s heart.

At another Indonesian service a man came forwattedront
of the church. He knelt down in repentance and wepthe floor.
He had murdered and beheaded one hundred peopd¢himic
clashes. Like Saul, this man’s life was changedugh an
encounter with Jesus. What the church and theofdsday need is
to meet Jesus.
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Fishermen meet Jesus
There are numerous examples of people who when rtiet

Jesus left everything and followed Him. Jesus heehhteaching
the crowds that stood by the lake of GennesareenMe finished
teaching he spoke to the fishermen, Simon andrieisds, saying
to put out their nets. The seasoned fishermen ra#led all night
without catching anything. They obeyed the wordJesus and
rowed out to deep water and threw out their nte. catch of fish
was so great that they filled their fishing boatttiluthe boats
began to sink and the nets were breaking.

Simon Peter says to JestiBepart from me, for | am a sinful
man, O Lord."When we truly encounter Jesus we will experience
His holiness, confess our sins, and live in the éé¢&od.

Then when Peter and his fishing partners arriveldrad they
left their huge catch of fish and immediately felled Jesus. They
could have made up excuses about how they coukhve the fish
in the sun, and had to clean and sell them at #r&eh But instead
they immediately left all for Jesus. When we treikperience Jesus
and surrender to Him, we will leave behind our esesuand follow
and obey Him.

“While the people pressed upon him to hear the wafréod, he
was standing by the lake of Gennesaret. And hetsavwboats by
the lake; but the fishermen had gone out of thedhvegre washing
their nets. Getting into one of the boats, whichs v@mon's, he
asked him to put out a little from the land. Andda¢ down and
taught the people from the boat. And when he heased
speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the daeg let down
your nets for a catch.” And Simon answered, "Mastertoiled all
night and took nothing! But at your word | will ldown the nets."
And when they had done this, they enclosed a gtezl of fish;
and as their nets were breaking, they beckonetdw partners in
the other boat to come and help them. And they camdefilled
both the boats, so that they began to sink. Bunvw8ienon Peter
saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Bdpam me, for |
am a sinful man, O Lord." For he was astonished] afi that
were with him, at the catch of fish which they haklen; and so
also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who paerers
with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not beaidifr
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henceforth you will be catching men." And when thag brought
their boats to land, they left everything and faléd him.”
Luke 5:1-11

Zacchaeus meets Jesus

Zacchaeus climbed a tree because he so wanteck tdeses
(Luke 19:2-10). Jesus saw how this man was so d¢agare Him.
As Jesus passed by He looked up and sadcchaeus, make
haste and come down; for | must stay at your haaday." And
how happy Zacchaeus was that Jesus would coms twhse.
"So he made haste and came down, and receivedgfaily.”
The Person of Jesus had a powerful life-changingaohon this
rich, chief tax collector. Zacchaeus stood up ke#dlwho were in
his house and declared:
"Behold, Lord, the half of my goods | give to theomp and if |
have defrauded any one of anything, | restoreuitftud.”
And Jesus said:
"Today salvation has come to this house, sincel$eia a son of
Abraham. For the Son of man came to seek and t® thevlost.”

Jesus will come to us

Jesus told His disciples that He would be goingli®Father in
Heaven. Jesus left them physically, but He promisedome to
them by His Holy Spirit.
“You heard me say to you, 'l go away, and | wilheto you.' If
you loved me, you would have rejoiced, becausetd gloe Father;
for the Father is greater than I.” John 14:28

Jesus made many such promises — that He wouldwmsey/sl
with us till the end of the age. He promised thatwbuld manifest
Himself to us. That if two or three gathered in Nisme He would
be in the midst of them. He promised us that Heldv@end the
Holy Spirit to be our Helper. He said that He ahd Eather would
make their home with us. He promised that He waukhifest
Himself to us.

“For where two or three are gathered in my namesréham | in
the midst of them." Matthew 18:20

“...and lo, | am with you always, to the close lo¢ age."

Matthew 28:20
“And | will pray the Father, and he will give younather
Counselor, to be with you for ever, even the Spiritruth, whom
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees ror knows
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him; you know him, for he dwells with you, and \w#l in you. "I
will not leave you desolate; | will come to you.” John 14:16-18

“He who has my commandments and keeps them, sievita loves
me; and he who loves me will be loved by my Fathed, | will
love him and manifest myself to him." John 14:21

“Jesus answered him, "If a man loves me, he wiipkeny word,
and my Father will love him, and we will come tonhand make
our home with him.” John 14:23

Jesus wants to come into His Church

He doesn’t want us to do church like some sortitfal or
religion. He wants to come and manifest His glanoagst us. To
save the lost, heal the sick, and deliver the démdte wants to
speak prophetically and encourage His childrenwdets to have
loving fellowship with us.

Mark was preaching at a little country church inctdria,
Australia. He asked the Anglican minister if thaseneed of
prayer could receive prayer. The minister said Mark had a
vision of Jesus standing outside the building wegpl he minister
had chosen his ritual, his doctrine, and what Hieciemfortable
with, instead of Jesus.

The church needs to let go and allow Jesus to Ha/evay. Its
not about our program and what seems good to usisNbabout
pleasing people, or how many people we have incbhurch, how
much money is in the bank, what sort of car thequadrives, or
what our church buildings look like. It's all aboudesus. The
church gets so consumed with the status quo andeliggous
institution that we simply forget to invite Jesi¢e fail to ask Him
to direct our meetings. That's why people go torchubut often
do not have a life encounter with Jesus Christ.

Jesus experienced this same problem with the |uk@aw
church of Laodicea. He rebuked them saying:
“For you say, | am rich, | have prospered, and edenothing; not
knowing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, dlimnd naked.”
Revelations 3:17
Jesus is still waiting for His church to open tlo®idto Him and
let Him in.
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“Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if any drears my voice
and opens the door, | will come in to him and ek \Wwim, and he
with me.” Revelations 3:20

Continually seeking God’s Presence

We are to seek the Lord continually. Our heartuth@lways
be inclined towards heaven. In this way we can pséthout
ceasing. Not only when we go to prayer meetinghave our
personal prayer time, but our heart should alway£dmmuning
with the Holy Spirit. We are to be always seeking Lord.
“Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his preseacgnually!”

1 Chronicles 16:11

How can we have an encounter with Jesus

Jesus wants to manifest Himself in our lives. Hatwdo visit
with us. But we must also seek Him. It is a two whng. We
must do our part. Jesus wants to reveal Himsedfltof us. Some
people think you have to be some “spiritual giaotknow Jesus.
He loves us all and wants to have a relationship wach of us.
The Scriptures show us that there are things teatam do to have
an encounter with Jesus.
> Be filled with a deep love for Jesus, and for onether.
“So we know and believe the love God has for usl Gdove, and
he who abides in love abides in God, and God abidesim.”

1 John 4:16

> Believe His promise that He will manifest His Prese
amongst us. Walk by faith.
“And without faith it is impossible to please hiffor whoever
would draw near to God must believe that he easid that he
rewards those who seek him.” Hebrews 11:6

» Earnestly seek Him with all your heart.

“But from there you will seek the LORD your Goddayou will
find him, if you search after him with all your meand with all
your soul.” Deuteronomy  4:29

» Repent of your sin, and turn away from it completel
“Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sinaynbe blotted
out, that times of refreshing may come from thesgmee of the
Lord,” Acts 3:19
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> Be totally obedient to the Lord, and to the directof the Holy
Spirit.
"And if you obey the voice of the LORD your Godhdpeareful to
do all his commandments which | command you thig dae
LORD your God will set you high above all the nasicof the
earth. And all these blessings shall come upon g overtake
you, if you obey the voice of the LORD your God.”
Deuteronomy 28:1-2

> Earnestly desire the spiritual gifts and partidylgrophecy.
The qifts of the Spirit release the Presence ofsChr

“Make love your aim, and earnestly desire the dpal gifts,
especially that you may prophesy.” 1 Corinthians 14:1

» Follow Jesus without reservation.

“And he called to him the multitude with his didefg and said to
them, “If any man would come after me, let him demyself and
take up his cross and follow me. For whoever waalde his life
will lose it; and whoever loses his life for my sand the gospel’s
will save it.” Mark 8:34-35

> Be filled with the sense of awe, reverence, andshiprof God.

Let the Word of God dwell in your heart.

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, tea@dnd admonish

one another in all wisdom, and sing psalms and Isyrand

spiritual songs with thankfulness in your heart$tad.”
Colossians 3:16

In the Presence of Jesus...

» There is abundant life.

“You search the scriptures, because you think thathem you

have eternal life; and it is they that bear withéssme; yet you

refuse to come to me that you may have life.” John 5:39

» There is living water to satisfy the thirsty soul.
“On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesto®d up and
proclaimed, "If any one thirst, let him come to are drink. He
who believes in me, as the scripture has said, ‘@utis heart
shall flow rivers of living water.” Now this he idaabout the
Spirit, which those who believed in him were tceree; for as yet
the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus wagenglorified.”
John 7:37-39
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» There is rest for our souls.

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, andll give

you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from fore] am

gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest ffour souls. For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30

“And he said, "My presence will go with you, andill give you
rest."” Exodus 33:14

» There is healing & deliverance.

“And he went about all Galilee, teaching in theynegogues and
preaching the gospel of the kingdom and healingyedisease and
every infirmity among the people. So his fame gpteaoughout
all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, thadéicted with

various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epilemitd,paralytics,
and he healed them.” Matthew 4:23-24

» There is peace.

“On the evening of that day, the first day of theek, the doors
being shut where the disciples were, for fear & dlews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said to them, "Peaceith
you." John 20:19

“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,which indeed
you were called in the one body.” Colossians 3:15

» There is shelter and refuge

“Therefore are they before the throne of God, ardve him day
and night within his temple; and he who sits upoa throne will
shelter them with his presence.” Revelations 7:15

» There is fullness of joy
“Thou dost show me the path of life; in thy presenbere is
fulness of joy, in thy right hand are pleasuresdeermore.”

Psalm 16:11
“...thou hast been my help, and in the shadow pfwings | sing
for joy.” Psalm 63:7

“The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD...” Isaiah 29:19

» There is thanksgiving and songs of praise
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“Let us come into his presence with thanksgivireg; s make a
joyful noise to him with songs of praise!” Psalm 95:2

“Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his presewith
singing!” Psalm 100:2

» The prophetic word goes forth

“Then from his presence the hand was sent, andwhitsng was
inscribed. And this is the writing that was insetib MENE,
MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN. This is the interpretatmnthe
matter: MENE, God has numbered the days of yougydom and
brought it to an end; TEKEL, you have been weighedhe
balances and found wanting; PERES, your kingdodivisled and
given to the Medes and Persians.” Daniel 5:24-28

» There is conviction of sin and the fear of God
“And they heard the sound of the LORD God walkingthe
garden in the cool of the day, and the man and vhie hid
themselves from the presence of the LORD God athengees of
the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, said to him,
"Where are you?" And he said, "I heard the soundiuée in the
garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked;ldmd myself."”
Genesis 3:8-10
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The God Quest

A way of life

In the New Testament we have numerous exampleeable
who sought Jesus. There are the friends of thelyparavho
lowered their friend through the roof of the houmrause there
was no other way to get to Jesus. There was theawomith the
flow of blood who pressed through the crowd to totlee hem of
His garment. There were the multitudes who wenhait food
into the barren wilderness to hear Jesus. ThereZaeshaeus who
climbed a tree so that he could see Jesus as Kdedhbsy.

Seeking the Lord is not only a one off experiengeshaps
when we have a crisis. Seeking Him is a way of lifés not only a
continual desire for the Lord, but honoring Himahgh obedient
living.

“Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And wholkktand in
his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pesthwho
does not lift up his soul to what is false, and lo®t swear
deceitfully. He will receive blessing from the LORBENd
vindication from the God of his salvation. Sucthis generation of
those who seek him, who seek the face of the Giatob.”

Psalm 24:3-6
Believe and obey His Word

When we seek God we must do so in faith. Faith s éaat we
not only believe that God exists, but that whatsdes is true. God
gives instructions about seeking Him in the Bil$e. to come to
God in faith, we should search the Scriptures tovgleat the Lord
says. Some good questions to ask are: “What doéss&p about
how to seek Him? Are there things that | am doihgt tare a
barrier in my pursuit for God.

Many believe that God exists and that He answeaggor but
they don't believe that God means what He sayshdy did they
would not only read the Bible, but apply what iys#o their lives.
We have such an example with Israel in the timésaiah. They
thought they were doing a good job in seeking Ggd.when God
did not respond to their prayers they blamed Hinthéy had read
their Scriptures they would have found out what Gudually
required.
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“Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know mysyayg if they
were a nation that did righteousness and did natdke the
ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteoudgjuents, they
delight to draw near to God. 'Why have we fasted, thou seest it
not? Why have we humbled ourselves, and thou takest
knowledge of it?"” Isaiah 58:2-3

“You ask and do not receive, because you ask wyonglspend it
on your passions. Unfaithful creatures! Do you kobw that
friendship with the world is enmity with God? THere whoever
wishes to be a friend of the world makes himselfeaamy of
God.” James 4:3-4

It takes faith to obey God. You must believe thatd@Gctually
means what He says, and that obedience will makeeah
difference. For example lets look at King Josiak. drdered that
the temple of Jerusalem be restored. When therseep&ire made
Hilkiah the Priest found the lost Book of the Laupon hearing
what God required in the book of the Law, King abstore his
clothes and sought the Lord.

“Then Shaphan the secretary told the king, "Hilkihle priest has
given me a book." And Shaphan read it before thg.kAnd when
the king heard the words of the book of the law,rémet his
clothes... Go, inquire of the LORD for me, andtfer people, and
for all Judah, concerning the words of this bookttihas been
found; for great is the wrath of the LORD that iadted against
us, because our fathers have not obeyed the wdrtihgsobook, to
do according to all that is written concerning us."

2 Kings 22:10-11,13
We learn from King Josiah that unless we believé abey His
Word, we can not please God in our quest for Him.

Come in humility and repentance

God speedily comes to us when we humble oursedwes
repent. This is the most basic principle in toughthe heart of
God. Jesus gave the example of a proud, religiarswho prayed
publicly, and a sinner who humbled himself. Oneodtboasting
about how wonderful he was, the other beat histcdasng: “God
be merciful to me a sinner”. Jesus said that theesiwho was not
only justified, but also exalted or promoted. Jesasl that the
proud would be humbled by God.
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"Two men went up into the temple to pray, one ariBba and the
other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and pdhyhus with
himself, 'God, | thank thee that | am not like othmen,

extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like ttax collector. |
fast twice a week, | give tithes of all that | g&ut the tax
collector, standing far off, would not even lift ups eyes to
heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be rfiugértd me a
sinner!" | tell you, this man went down to his hejsstified rather
than the other; for every one who exalts himself g humbled,
but he who humbles himself will be exalted.” Luke 18:10-14

Lets remember that the way we have access tordseice of
God is through the Blood of Jesus. The Blood resinsl that it is
not through our own goodness that we enter HisyGlbine Blood
of Jesus was shed to cleanse us sinners from tewigdness. God
dwells with the humble who enter by the Blood.

“If my people who are called by my name humble Sedwes, and
pray and seek my face, and turn from their wickagisxthen | will
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin andahtheir land.”
2 Chronicles 7:14
“For thus says the high and lofty One who inhaleitsrnity, whose
name is Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy pla@nd also with
him who is of a contrite and humble spirit, to kevithe spirit of
the humble, and to revive the heart of the contritdsaiah 57:15

Mercy, justice and integrity

The way that we treat others makes a lot of diffiee to the
way God responds to us. Here are some specific @eramve are
to forgive others from the heart or God will notrdive us.
Husbands are to treat their wives with considenasind honour or
God will not hear their prayers. We are to walkhmnercy and
justice to the poor and the oppressed or God ginibre our prayer
and fasting.

» Walk in forgiveness

“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your healy Father

also will forgive you; but if you do not forgive meheir

trespasses, neither will your Father forgive yowspasses.”
Matthew 6:14-15

» Husbands treat your wives with honour and respect.
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“Likewise you husbands, live considerately with ryomives,
bestowing honor on the woman as the weaker sexe siou are
joint heirs of the grace of life, in order that yoprayers may not
be hindered.” 1 Peter 3:7

» Walk in mercy to the needy.

“But if any one has the world's goods and seeshisher in need,
yet closes his heart against him, how does Godle kEbide in
him? 1 John 3:17

"Is not this the fast that | choose: to loose tbads of wickedness,
to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppregsefree, and to
break every yoke? Is it not to share your breachwiite hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house; whaum $ee the
naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself fyaar own flesh?
Then shall your light break forth like the dawndayour healing
shall spring up speedily; your righteousness slyallbefore you,
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. ith@u shall
call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry, ahd will say,
Here | am. "If you take away from the midst of yloe yoke, the
pointing of the finger, and speaking wickednessyati pour
yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desitehe afflicted,
then shall your light rise in the darkness and yglaom be as the
noonday. And the LORD will guide you continuallpdasatisfy
your desire with good things, and make your boriesng; and
you shall be like a watered garden, like a sprifigvater, whose
waters fail not. And your ancient ruins shall béuwét; you shall
raise up the foundations of many generations; ywall e called
the repairer of the breach, the restorer of straetdwell in.”

Isaiah 58:6-12

Be totally yielded to God

No buts and excuses with God. The more we yield an
surrender to God, the more refreshing is His Prasén our soul.
We must be totally obedient to the Lord and to d¢irection in our
life. Let's not tell the Lord we are seeking Him iehwe walk in
rebellion against His purpose and direction in lifer If we love
the Lord we will obey Him. Let's not grieve the 8piof God
through disobedience if we want to commune with Him
“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whomu were
sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bittesmaad wrath and
anger and clamor and slander be put away from ywith all
malice, and be kind to one another, tenderheartedjiving one
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another, as God in Christ forgave you.” Ephesians 4:30-32

XKeep the knife sharp

Our spiritual life is like a knife which can beldar sharp. If
the kitchen knife is sharpened regularly it will §igarp and useful
for the task. But if we continually use it withagggending the time
to sharpen it, we know that it will become dull arskless. So how
do we keep our spiritual life from becoming dull? very
important key is to practice spiritual disciplineBisciplines
include setting aside time every day to pray ard the Word, be
committed to praying with others, regular fastihglping the poor,
and reaching out to others with the Gospel. Johth @harles
Wesley who founded the Methodist movement requakdheir
ministers to pray at least two hours a day, andgbtwice a week
on Tuesdays and Thursdays until 4 pm. Charles Fisae that
every church should have from time to time progdcameetings,
which were extended times to seek God and be hpilin the
Word.

If you take the kitchen knife and rub it continyadn concrete
you know what will happen to it. We all know thaete are things
in our lives that dull our spiritual lives. Thingike: greed, lying,
anger, manipulation, worry, anxiety, fear, argurserension,
resentment, lust, jealousy, bickering, ungodly Wwiaig of TV, or
the internet, or novels, spiritual laziness, ang eavolvement in
the occult.

But when our spiritual life is continually shargehwe know
the joy of walking in harmony with God and othetise joy of
purity, we clearly hear the voice of God, we knous Misdom,
peace, purpose and destiny in our lives, we expegia life of
faith, and inner strength, God’s favor and blessipgn us, and
there is a release of the power of the Holy Spirdur lives.

Persist and persevere in your God quest

Be strong and of good courage in your God quegkiSg Him
requires character, perseverance, and persistédoe. of the
reasons why God wants us to seek Him is that imldog we
become like Him.
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“But from there you will seek the LORD your Goddarou will
find him, if you search after him with all your meand with all
your soul.” Deuteronomy 4:29

“And Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled vhtitm until the
breaking of the day. When the man saw that hendidprevail
against Jacob, he touched the hollow of his thighd Jacob's
thigh was put out of joint as he wrestled with hifhen he said,
"Let me go, for the day is breaking." But Jacoldsal will not let
you go, unless you bless me." And he said to 'What is your
name?" And he said, "Jacob.”" Then he said, "Younaahall no
more be called Jacob, but Israel, for you havevetni with God
and with men, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asied "Tell
me, | pray, your name." But he said, "Why is ittthau ask my
name?" And there he blessed him. So Jacob calledame of the
place Peniel, saying, "For | have seen God facete, and yet my
life is preserved."” Genesis 32:24-30

Long for Him. Desire Him above all else

“Upon my bed by night | sought him whom my soué$ov sought
him, but found him not; | called him, but he gaweamswer. "1 will
rise now and go about the city, in the streets enthe squares; |
will seek him whom my soul loves." | sought hint, found him
not. The watchmen found me, as they went abdheinity. "Have
you seen him whom my soul loves?" Song of Songs 3:1-3

Make room for His glory

The flesh and the Spirit war against one anotifigve want to
walk and move in the Spirit, then we must deal witd ungodly
rubbish in our lives. If we want the Glory of Gaalfill our lives
then we must make room for the Glory of God. Indk& we read
how Isaiah saw the train of the robe of the Lotihfy the temple
of God. In God’s temple there is no rubbish pil@dam the temple
floor. The train of His robe fills the floor.
“In the year that King Uzziah died | saw the Lornttieg upon a
throne, high and lifted up; and his train filledethemple. Above
him stood the seraphim; each had six wings: with h& covered
his face, and with two he covered his feet, anth wito he flew.
And one called to another and said: "Holy, holylyhig the LORD
of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory. Atheé foundations of
the thresholds shook at the voice of him who caled the house
was filled with smoke.” Isaiah 6:1-4
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We are God’s temple on earth, a shadow of the Imbhaoae. If
we want God's glory then we must clean out the tengnd
remove the rubbish in our lives. Then we shall knihe truly
know the infilling of the Holy Spirit, and not juatpartial flow. To
seek God means personal change.

Open your spiritual eyes to behold Him

God will very often reveal Himself to us in vismrVisions are
the pictures that God gives our heart. It is andrtgnt part of the
gifts of the Holy Spirit. Often prophecy, word ohdwledge,
discernment of spirits, and healing are impartadugh visions.
As we seek the Lord we need the eyes of our hgemex to see
Him. Close your physical eyes, and then open ypuitgal eyes.
Ask the Lord that you might see Him and worship Him
“I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembermog in my
prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,Fagher of glory,
may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelatiorhe knowledge
of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightenleat, you may
know what is the hope to which he has called ydwatvare the
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saint;dawhat is the
immeasurable greatness of his power in us who \eliaccording
to the working of his great might which he accostgd in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and made himtdiisaright
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule anthority and
power and dominion, and above every name that etk not
only in this age but also in that which is to coraed he has put
all things under his feet and has made him the e all things
for the church, which is his body, the fulnessiof Who fills all in
all.” Ephesians 1:16-23

“In Him I live and move”

Seeking God is not limited to our times of pragerhaving
special experiences of Him. It is about your whivle moving
with Him, and in Him. Walk in the Spirit and be ldxy Him

continually.
“But | say, walk by the Spirit, and do not gratifye desires of the
flesh.” Ephesians 4:16

“Yet he is not far from each one of us, for 'In hima live and move
and have our being';” Acts 17:273-28
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The Lord wants us to abide in Him and He in ust ¢ might
know the intimacy, joy, love, and surpassing gressnof His
Presence in our lives.

“Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannoaré&uit by
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can,yunless you abide
in me. | am the vine, you are the branches. He altides in me,
and | in him, he it is that bears much fruit, fquaat from me you
can do nothing.” John 15:4-5
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Seeking Jesus

Longing to see Jesus

People in the time of Jesus were so keen to serms.JEkere
were the sick and dying who sought His touch. Thveeee those
who were hungry for His teaching and came from rkidtres
around to hear Him. Then there were His close plissithat loved
Him dearly.
“And when he returned to Capernaum after some déysas
reported that he was at home. And many were gathergether,
so that there was no longer room for them, not eakaut the
door; and he was preaching the word to them.” Mark 2:1-2

“Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the sea, aadgreat
multitude from Galilee followed; also from Judeadaderusalem
and Idumea and from beyond the Jordan and from &abyre and
Sidon a great multitude, hearing all that he didme to him. And
he told his disciples to have a boat ready for hietause of the
crowd, lest they should crush him; for he had edahany, so that
all who had diseases pressed upon him to touch Hnd
whenever the unclean spirits beheld him, theydi@i¥n before him
and cried out, "You are the Son of God." Mark 3:7-11

The two blind men on the roadside when they hezatltesus was
passing by cried out in a loud voicgiave mercy on us, Son of
David!”. After Jesus had healed them it says that thdgwed
Him. We need His healing touch in our lives. Weoateed His
abiding Presence, which only happens when we foliaw.

“And behold, two blind men sitting by the roadsideien they
heard that Jesus was passing by, cried out, "Haeecynon us,
Son of David!" The crowd rebuked them, telling therbe silent;
but they cried out the more, "Lord, have mercy an Son of
David!" And Jesus stopped and called them, sayMihat do you
want me to do for you?" They said to him, "Lord,dar eyes be
opened.” And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, iamdediately
they received their sight and followed him.” Matthew 20:30-34

His disciples longed to be with Jesus because lthead Him.
When Jesus told them that He was leaving them, wee filled
with grief. But He said to them:
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"Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in Godlidve also in
me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if it wereso, would
I have told you that | go to prepare a place fouydAnd when | go
and prepare a place for you, | will come again amtl take you to
myself, that where | am you may be also.” John 14:1-3

After the crucifixion Mary Magdalene and the otihary went
to the tomb. Suddenly an angel appeared to themtoldethem
that Jesus was going before them to Galilee wherevblld meet
them. Again we see the disciples great love fousemd their
desire to be with Him. When they heard the angeisds that
they would see Jesus, they ran to tell the otiAershe women ran,
Jesus suddenly appeared to them. In response themimok hold
of His feet and worshipped Him. Theirs was not sue attitude
but one of deep desire. We should be like them. Weayun to be
with Him, take hold of His feet, and truly worshiim.

“Now after the sabbath, toward the dawn of thetfidsy of the
week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to gee
sepulchre. And behold, there was a great earthgui@kean angel
of the Lord descended from heaven and came anedrblhck the
stone, and sat upon it. His appearance was likiettiopng, and his
raiment white as snow. And for fear of him the gisatrembled
and became like dead men. But the angel said tovtimaen, "Do
not be afraid;_for | know that you seek Jesus whe wrucified. He
is not here; for he has risen, as he said. Come tise place where
he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples thathas risen from
the dead, and behold, he is going before you talé&althere you
will see him. Lo, | have told you." So they depahreickly from
the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to ted Hisciples. And
behold, Jesus met them and said, "Hail!" And theme up and
took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jssit to them,
"Do not be afraid; go and tell my brethren to goGalilee, and
there they will see me." Matthew 28:1-10

We need to discover once more that deep love feus)ehe
hunger for His words, and the thirst for His gree¢sence.

Promises to those who seek the Lovd

There are wonderful promises to all those who adek the
Lord. The Lord will be found by those who seek Hilitigently
with all their heart.
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“l love those who love me, and those who seek iigedily find
me.” Proverbs 8:17

“For | know the plans | have for you, says the LQRians for
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future antiope. Then you
will call upon me and come and pray to me, andll mear you.
You will seek me and find me; when you seek me allityour
heart, | will be found by you, says the LORD, analill restore
your fortunes and gather you from all the nationsdaall the
places where | have driven you, says the LORD, lanil bring
you back to the place from which | sent you inie€x
Jeremiah 29:11-14

The Lord will reward us when we seek Him diligentlyever
think that you are praying or seeking God in véiryou pour out
your heart to Him, He promises to reward you. THish.
“And without faith it is impossible to please hifor whoever
would draw near to God must believe that he exasid that he
rewards those who seek him.” Hebrews 11:6

The Lord promises to manifest Himself to those Wwdwe Him
and obey Him.
“He who has my commandments and keeps them, sievita loves
me; and he who loves me will be loved by my Fathaed, | will
love him and manifest myself to him." John 14:21

He longs to manifest His wonderful Presence towbdd. He

is waiting for sinners to turn to Him, that He migihow them His
greatness.
“I was ready to be sought by those who did not faskme; 1 was
ready to be found by those who did not seek nad] ‘Here am |,
here am |," to a nation that did not call on my rarhspread out
my hands all the day to a rebellious people, whikwaa way that
is not good, following their own devices;” Isaiah 65:1-2
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Visions of the cross

“I hawe been crucified withy Christ”

One day as a young man | was lying on my bed. énSpirit |
saw a large wooden cross coming down from heavha. cfoss
lowered on top of my body. | heard the poundingdfammer as
nails were driven into the wooden cross. Then rdhéze words of
Paul:

“I_have been crucified with Christ; it is no longémwho live, but

Christ who lives in me; and the life | now livetire flesh I live by

faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave difnfisr me.”
Galatians 2:20

That was the first time | realized that we hadli®with Christ.
We do not die physically on a cross. Its all abetentance and
dying to our own will. To take up our cross meastsilt surrender
to Jesus

Every Christian is called to be a living and dailysacrifice. It
is as we die in Christ that the blessings of Jesegeleased in us.
Through our own death, the life and power of JeShast flows
through usThis truly is the meaning of a consecrated life
“We were buried therefore with him by baptism ideath, so that
as Christ was raised from the dead by the gloryhefFather, we
too might walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4

Here are some Scriptures that speak of our owthde&hrist.
“And he called to him the multitude with his didefg and said to
them, "If any man would come after me, let him damself and
take up his cross and follow me. For whoever waalde his life
will lose it; and whoever loses his life for my sand the gospel's
will save it. For what does it profit a man, to gahe whole world
and forfeit his life? For what can a man give iiuma for his life?
For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words shatlulterous
and sinful generation, of him will the Son of mdsoabe ashamed,
when he comes in the glory of his Father with tbé tangels.”

Mark 8:34-38
“Do you not know that all of us who have been bagdi into
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?” Galatians 6:3
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“I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mescief God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy auteptable to
God, which is your spiritual worship.” Romans 12:1

We are sanctified, set apart through the Cross. hafee
become not only separate from the world, but dead The world
no longer has any appeal to us, and likewise wéonger crave
and run after the things of the world. We are desdthe world, and
it is dead to us.

“But far be it from me to glory except in the crassour Lord
Jesus Christ, by which the world has been cruciitethe, and | to
the world.” Galatians 6:14

A visiow of the cross with fire & wind

In 2004 while praying in the church | looked at tharge
wooden cross hanging on the wall. As | watchedafipearance
changed. | saw the wind of the Spirit blowing pofudy around
the cross. In the wind there was fire, like a bigdl in a bush fire.

The vision helps us to understand that the HolyitSgames in
power to confirm the preaching of the Cross. ThdyH8pirit
applies the provisions of the Cross in our lives.ddnvicts sinners
of their sin so that they can be saved. The HolyitSfakes the
Blood of Jesus and sanctifies the believer. In &&ry provision
of the cross is made available through the HolyiSpihe Holy
Spirit will come mightily in the life of the beli@r who knows the
Cross in his life.

It is through the preaching of the Cross that tiedvand fire of
the Holy Spirit is manifest. Wind symbolizes thewgo of the
Holy Spirit, and fire His cleansing, sanctifyingleo It is only
through the cross that we come into the life, poama cleansing
of the Holy Spirit.

In the vision, | also saw believers in the centfehe cross.
You could see their love and joy on their facesuYould feel
their loving fellowship. The more we the churcheliin the death
of the Cross, the more we shall know what it mdartsave loving
fellowship one to another. It is through the crthest we can know
God'’s love in our hearts, and be bound togethénia.
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The power of the Cross

So the power of God is actually manifest through gheaching
of the Cross. The Holy Spirit comes to confirm wailgns and
wonders the message of the Cross. In the Cross s a divine
exchange of death for life, curse for blessing,desnnation for
justification, wounds for healing, weakness foesgth, rejection
for acceptance, guilt for righteousness, shamédtiness.

The more we as Christians identify with the Cros€lrist the
more we will experience the divine exchange. Thiaictvis of the
flesh leads to death. As we crucify the desires w&ndks of the
flesh we shall experience the resurrected life e$ud Christ
flowing through us.

“For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preabe gospel,
and not with eloquent wisdom, lest the cross ofisThre emptied
of its power. For the word of the cross is follyttmse who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it isgbeer of God.”

1 Corinthians 1:17-18

“For 1 am not ashamed of the gospel: it is the powé God for
salvation to every one who has faith, to the Jest And also to
the Greek.” Romans 1:16

“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he imassed for
our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement thatle us whole,
and with his stripes we are healed.” Isaiah 53:5
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The provisiow of the
Cross

So many people have no idea why Jesus died orCibss.
They may think of Him in terms of the crucifix hang on the
wall of their room. They know the obvious that Jessidead on
the cross, but virtually no idea why He died. Yeéerything that
we need in the Christian life was provided for be €ross. You
simply cannot live a life pleasing to the Lord vath the Cross.
Below are some of the provisions that God madeyéar through
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

» He bore our sin that we might be righteousWe are now
forgiven and cleansed from the stain of sin byitleed of Jesus.

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the trét we might die
to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds lyave been
healed.” 1 Peter 2:24

“And he took a cup, and when he had given thankgawe it to
them, saying, "Drink of it, all of you; for this iy blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for the ifegess of
sins.” Matthew 26:28

He shed His blood that we might be blameless, hmlye and
sanctified before God. Every Christian needs toaktimat Jesus on
the Cross has taken away their shame and guilseéP@&od!

“But you were washed, you were sanctified, you weséfied in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spfribur God.”
1 Corinthians 6:11

» He received our punishment that we might be justiid.
“For there is no distinction; since all have sinnadd fall short of
the glory of God, they are justified by his graseaagift, through
the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, whom QGadqward as
an expiation by his blood, to be received by faith.

Romans 3:22-25
“But God shows his love for us in that while we gvget sinners
Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we are nostified by his
blood, much more shall we be saved by him fromwtah of
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God.” Romans 5:8-9

He fulfilled the Law receiving in Himself the puhiment of the
Law, that we might know the freedom of the Holy r@piLets
never go back into a religion of rules. Jesus theskt us free!
“...having canceled the bond which stood againswitt its legal
demands; this he set aside, nailing it to the cfoss

Colossians 2:14
» He died that we might live.Every time we sin we experience
a deadness in our heart, a cutting off of the jiyat we are to
enjoy in Christ. But when we repent we experiends life
flowing through our heart and very bodies.
“And you, who were dead in trespasses and the ouagicision of
your flesh, God made alive together with him, hgviorgiven us
all our trespasses,” Colossians 2:13

“So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, | say taryanless you eat
the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, lyave no life in
you; he who eats my flesh and drinks my blood texs@ life, and
I will raise him up at the last day... It is theirfijpthat gives life, the
flesh is of no avail; the words that | have spokeryou are spirit
and life.” John 6:53-54,63

» He destroyed the power of death giving us resurreetl life.
The cross and resurrection of Christ gives us Hopé¢he future.
Those who die in Christ shall be resurrected wittea body.
“Lo! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sledpyt we shall all be
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eytetha last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the deall e raised
imperishable, and we shall be changed. For thisgbable nature
must put on the imperishable, and this mortal ratomust put on
immortality. When the perishable puts on the ingleble, and the
mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to ptmsssaying that
is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory." "@eath, where is
thy victory? O death, where is thy sting?" Thegstih death is sin,
and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be @d,Gvho gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

1 Corinthians 15:51-57

» He took our sicknesses to give us healinghe cross is
healing to the whole persobody, soul, mind, emotions, finances,
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and relationships. Every blessing in the Chrislinultimately is
derived from the Cross.
“By his wounds you have been healed.” 1 Peter 2:24

» He bore our sorrows that we might know His comfort.
“Surely he has borne our griefs and carried ouroses; yet we
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and aftli¢te
Isaiah 53:4

The word sorrows is used not only for physical pairt also
mental pain. “Sorrows” is the same Hebrew word usedescribe
the anguish of the Israelites as slaves to the taygp On the
cross Jesus provided healing of our emotional péia. can be
healed of emotional pain just as we can be hedlptysical pain.
“Then the LORD said, "I have seen the afflictiomgfpeople who
are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because Iogirt
taskmasters; | know their sufferings,” Exodus 3:7

» On the Cross He took our mental illnessesfears, stress,
depression, grief, and sorrows.

“He was despised and rejected by men; a man ofosesy and
acquainted with grief; and as one from whom merme lirgkir faces
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.” Isaiah 53:3

» On the Cross He was rejected that we might be accenl by

the Father.

“Come to him, to that living stone, rejected bymimit in God's
sight chosen and precious; and like living stonesyburselves
built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priestioh to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesthrist. For it
stands in scripture: "Behold, 1 am laying in Zion sdone, a
cornerstone chosen and precious, and he who bslievbim will

not be put to shame."” 1 Peter 2:4-6

» On the Cross Jesus took upon Himself our hurts and
rejections that we might receive the grace and power to fergiv
others.
“And when they came to the place which is called Shkull, there
they crucified him, and the criminals, one on tlght and one on
the left. And Jesus said, "Father, forgive themm;tfeey know not
what they do." And they cast lots to divide hishgamts.”

Luke 23:33-34
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On the Cross, Jesus was verbally abused, slandarddalsely
accused. We have the grace to be more than oversamhen we
experience such things.

“All who see me mock at me, they make mouths athag,wag
their heads; "He committed his cause to the LORDhImM deliver
him, let him rescue him, for he delights in him!"” Psalm 22:7-8

> He experienced hostility that we might be reconcit
a) to God
“And you, who once were estranged and hostile imdndoing evil
deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flgshi® death, in
order to present you holy and blameless and irrephable before
him, provided that you continue in the faith, séabhd steadfast,
not shifting from the hope of the gospel which lyeard,”
Colossians 1:21-23
b) to each other
“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far ludf/e been
brought near in the blood of Christ. For he is qagace, who has
made us both one, and has broken down the dividialj of
hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law ofnramandments and
ordinances, that he might create in himself one nem in place
of the two, so making peace, and might reconcilkeaik to God in
one body through the cross, thereby bringing thstility to an
end.” Ephesians 2:13-16

» He defeated Satan that we might walk in victory.
“He disarmed the principalities and powers and maalgublic
example of them, triumphing over them in him.Colossians 2:15

“Since therefore the children share in flesh artooll, he himself
likewise partook of the same nature, that throughtd he might
destroy him who has the power of death, that is, dbvil, and
deliver all those who through fear of death werbjsct to lifelong
bondage.” Hebrews 2:14-15

» He was cursed that we might be blessed.

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, hguecome a
curse for us--for it is written, "Cursed be evemyeovho hangs on
a tree"-- that in Christ Jesus the blessing ofaam might come
upon the Gentiles, that we might receive the preroisthe Spirit

through faith.” Galatians 3:13-14
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“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesussthwho has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessinghe heavenly
places,” Ephesians 1:3

» He became poor that we might be rich.

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Chrisiattthough he
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, soltlgdtis poverty
you might become rich.” 2 Corinthians 8:9

» On the Cross Jesus opened the way for us to enteoldly
before the throne of God.The veil of the temple was torn in two
and we can freely enter in by the Blood of Jesus.
“And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed hid.l#sd the
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from togtitom.”

Mark 15:37-38
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The Love Motive

“And he said to him, "You shall love the Lord ydsod with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with allyromind. This is
the great and first commandment. And a secondkésit, You
shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these ¢mmandments
depend all the law and the prophets.” Matthew 22:37-40

Consecration & love

Consecration is not about legalism, things we havdo. Its
about surrendering ourselves to the Lord out ofl@therwise we
are just on a guilt trip. The Lord wants us to obéyn because we
love Him.

God is seeking your love, your heart. He is degi@nloving
and intimate relationship with each of us. The trieg that will
separate us from God and His great love is sirarSkabows this.
Satan wants us to sin to break our love relatignslith the Lord.
“So when the woman saw that the tree was goodofmal,fand that
it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree tease desired to
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; aimel also gave
some to her husband, and he ate. Then the eyestbfviere
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and dbeed fig
leaves together and made themselves aprons. Agdnhteed the
sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in¢hel of the
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves fhenptesence of
the LORD God among the trees of the garden. BuL@RD God
called to the man, and said to him, "Where are YoM he said,
"I heard the sound of thee in the garden, and | afagid, because
| was naked; and | hid myself." He said, "Who tgt that you
were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of whicdminsganded you
not to eat?" The man said, "The woman whom thoegaw be
with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and | ai&én the LORD
God said to the woman, "What is this that you hdere?" The
woman said, "The serpent beguiled me, and | atee' TORD God
said to the serpent, "Because you have done thrsed are you
above all cattle, and above all wild animals; upgour belly you
shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days afrylide.”

Genesis 3:6-14
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The tempter

Satan is called the Tempter. He tempts peopleate fa luke-
warm relationship with God. Satan tempts peoplgléep-in in the
morning so that they don’t come to church. He tengeiople to sit
in front of the television instead of going to peaymeeting. It's
not that he just wants you to sleep more or to waédevision.
This is just the means to an end. His goal is togromise or even
destroy our zeal and love for the Lord.
“For this reason, when | could bear it no longersént that | might
know your faith, for fear that somehow the temptad tempted
you and that our labor would be in vain.” 1 Thessalonians 3:5

Satan is always seeking to get us to compromisezealr and
passion for the Lord. Paul encourages us to beyalwa fire for
the Lord.

“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fastwhat is good;
love one another with brotherly affection; outdoeoanother in
showing honor. Never flag in zeal, be aglow wité Epirit, serve
the Lord.” Romans 12:9-11

The cost of sin

God loves us so much and wants this intimacy w#hhat He
gave us His only Son. The only way to deal with siarwas for it
to be washed away with the Blood of His Son JesussC The
price of our sin, the price of a restored relatiopsvith God is so
high. The price of restoring a loving relationstgghe life of Jesus
Christ.
“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wildesjeso must the
Son of man be lifted up, that whoever believesinm inay have
eternal life." For God so loved the world that heevg his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish e eternal
life.” John 3:14-16

Sin grieves the Holy Spirit

Sin is not just doing the wrong thing. If that walsit was sin
would be like breaking the speed limit and beinggtd by a speed
camera. The camera relays the message to a congndethe
computer sends out an infringement notice. The a8 been
broken and there is a fine as a consequence.
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But sin is personal. It personally offends and\grgethe Lord.
It is about obeying God because we love Him. We'tdeant to
grieve His Holy Spirit.
“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whomu were
sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bittesmaad wrath and
anger and clamor and slander be put away from ywith all
malice, and be kind to one another, tenderheartexjiving one
another, as God in Christ forgave you.” Ephesians 4:30-32

The love motive

Being religious and legalistic go hand and hanalvédyou ever
seen someone who was religious and not legaliticAe day of
the prophet Isaiah the people religiously fasted,fhiled to love
the poor. In the day of Jesus, the scribes andigetear religiously
kept the Sabbath and tithed their herbs, but kitedSon of God.
“Is such the fast that | choose, a day for a mamaonble himself?
Is it to bow down his head like a rush, and to agdrsackcloth and
ashes under him? Will you call this a fast, andag dcceptable to
the LORD? "Is not this the fast that | choose:dose the bonds of
wickedness, to undo the thongs of the yoke, thdéebppressed go
free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to shaverybread with
the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into yooude; when
you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hidesgtf from your
own flesh? Then shall your light break forth likee tdawn, and
your healing shall spring up speedily; your rightisaess shall go
before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rgizard.”

Isaiah 58:5-8

Religion with out love will never be acceptableGod. The Lord
is looking for a people who obey Him because tloeg IHim.

Loving submission

The greater our love for the Lord, the greatersubmission to
Him will be. The greater our love for God, the dezaour passion
for holiness. The more we love the Lord the morewilebe sold
out to Him. The more we will focus on Him. See hdesus puts
obedience to His commands in the context of lovielgtionship
with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. |Anitl pray
the Father, and he will give you another Counseiorbe with you
for ever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the waréthnot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him; you Kmaw for he
dwells with you, and will be in you. "l will notdee you desolate; |
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will come to you. Yet a little while, and the vebwill see me no
more, but you will see me; because | live, you w# also. In that
day you will know that | am in my Father, and youme, and | in
you. He who has my commandments and keeps thatnsheho
loves me; and he who loves me will be loved by atldf, and |
will love him and manifest myself to him." John 14:15-21
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The three witnesses

“Who is it that overcomes the world but he who deds that Jesus
is the Son of God? This is he who came by waterbéowt, Jesus
Christ, not with the water only but with the waterd the blood.
And the Spirit is the witness, because the Sgirihé truth. There
are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water, andbibed; and these
three agree.” 1 John 5:5-8

The Spirit: the oil of consecration
In the Old Testament the Anointing oil was useddosecrate
someone or something to the Lord. So we see tleakitigs and
priests were anointed with oil, so also the Tabdmand its
utensils. Once the person (or utensil) was anoihtedas thereby
set aside for God. He was not in anyway to defiaskelf.

> The Anointing upon the priest

"The priest who is chief among his brethren, updose head the
anointing oil is poured, and who has been consecrab wear the
garments, shall not let the hair of his head hamagsk, nor rend his
clothes; he shall not go in to any dead body, defile himself,
even for his father or for his mother; neither $hiad go out of the
sanctuary, nor profane the sanctuary of his Godr tbe
consecration of the anointing oil of his God is ngom: | am the
LORD.” Leviticus 21:10-12

“And he poured some of the anointing oil on Aaroméad, and
anointed him, to consecrate him.” Leviticus 8:12

> The Anointing upon the tabernacle and its

furnishings

“Then you shall take the anointing oil, and anocthe tabernacle
and all that is in it, and consecrate it and aB ifturniture; and it
shall become holy. You shall also anoint the attbburnt offering
and all its utensils, and consecrate the altar; dhd altar shall be
most holy. You shall also anoint the laver and bsse, and
consecrate it. Then you shall bring Aaron and leisssto the door
of the tent of meeting, and shall wash them witkeryaand put
upon Aaron the holy garments, and you shall andimbh and
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consecrate him, that he may serve me as priestskalubring his
sons also and put coats on them, and anoint themoa anointed
their father, that they may serve me as priestst @ueir anointing
shall admit them to a perpetual priesthood throughaheir

generations." Exodus 40:9-15

> The anointing upon the believer

It is the anointing oil of the Holy Spirit that setis aside for
God. With the Anointing we are renewed, have a wesire to
serve the Lord and to dedicate ourselves to Himvirdathe
anointing of the Holy Spirit we must give ourselMedly to the
Lord. The Holy Spirit renews our love for Jesusjalihis the basis
for our serving Him. Every Christian is to know tArointing:
“...but the anointing which you received from hirides in you,
and you have no need that any one should teach gsuhis
anointing teaches you about everything, and is,teus is no lie,

just as it has taught you, abide in him.” 1 John 2:27
Purified by the blood

Not only was the oil used to consecrate somethug,very

often blood was also used. So when Aaron and Ims sere set
apart for priestly ministry they were consecrateidhwooth the
blood from the altar, and also with the holy oil.
“Then Moses took some of the anointing oil anchefltlood which
was on the altar, and sprinkled it upon Aaron ansl dgfarments,
and also upon his sons and his sons' garmentsgstohsecrated
Aaron and his garments, and his sons and his garshents with
him.” Leviticus 8:30

In the New Testament all believers are priests ¢al.GEvery
believer is to be marked with the Blood of Jesus e oil of the
Holy Spirit. It is the Blood of Jesus that purifiaad cleanses us
from sin. Without the blood we would be uncleansets. But the
blood of Jesus purifies our conscience before God.

The Holy Spirit is then poured out upon us as cleassels,
giving us a passion and power to love and servéohe.

In the Old Testament when something was to be dégsticfor
use in the temple it was first marked with blootieTaltar of the
tabernacle was dedicated for service with blood.
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“And Moses killed it, and took the blood, and whils finger put it
on the horns of the altar round about, and purifibé altar, and
poured out the blood at the base of the altar, emalsecrated it, to
make atonement for it.” Leviticus 8:15

Intrinsic to being consecrated to God is to be maolg. We
are called to walk before God in righteousnesswédf are to
dedicate ourselves to the Lord we must also purfsselves from
sin.

No sinner can purify himself before God. Only thgbuour
repenting of sin, and having our sins washed awethé Blood of
Jesus can we stand pure before God. Only througlBlbod of
Christ can one serve the Lord, and be consectatétim. Both
our conversion and our ongoing sanctification hapmpefaith. We
believe that the power of the Blood of Jesus iedati¥e for us.

No amount of good works, penance, fasting, prayars
anything else religious can make us acceptableoth Gr purify us
for His use. Faith in the cleansing power of theds8l of Jesus is
the only way.

“For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with th#ood of goats
and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies the
purification of the flesh, how much more shall bheod of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself with blemish to
God, purify your conscience from dead works to es¢he living
God.” Hebrews 9:13-14

It is so important for all of us to not only knoWwet Anointing
oil of the Holy Spirit, but also the cleansing b&tBlood. All too
frequently the church is required to discipline pleowho have an
anointed ministry but are living in sin.

Jesus shed His blood as a substitution for ust ife@ans that
we do not belong to ourselves but to Him. He hakaioed us,
bought us, redeemed us with His own life, represeriy His
blood. We now belong to Him. Our response must t@l t
dedication to Him.

“Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, imich the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the dhof God which
he obtained with the blood of his own Son.” Acts 20:28




A living sacrifice 39

The washing of water

The church is sanctified and cleansed throughwaghing of
the Word of God. The Word of God washes our minds aur
clothes. The Word washes our minds of the worldigt demonic
philosophies that contaminate, stain and influgheemind and its
thinking. All our thinking must become subject toetWord of
God, or else we are not sanctified before God. ™es all
symbolized in the way that the priests had to wasthe bronze
basin of water, before they could offer sacrifitesGod. So also
before we can offer right spiritual sacrifices todave must have
the mind of Christ. Our minds must be washed, dednand
purified in the water of the Word of God.
“For though we live in the world we are not carrgiron a worldly
war, for the weapons of our warfare are not worldiyt have
divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroyuargnts and
every proud obstacle to the knowledge of God, ahke tevery
thought captive to obey Christ, being ready to phnevery
disobedience, when your obedience is complete.”

2 Corinthians 10:3-6

“Christ loved the church and gave himself up for,hihat he
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the wasbf water
with the word, that he might present the churchhitmself in
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thititat she might
be holy and without blemish.” Ephesians 5:25-27

“You shall bring Aaron and his sons to the doortbé tent of
meeting, and wash them with water.” Exodus 29:4

"You shall also make a laver of bronze, with itsédaf bronze, for
washing. And you shall put it between the tent eétmg and the
altar, and you shall put water in it, with which da and his sons
shall wash their hands and their feet. When theyngothe tent of
meeting, or when they come near the altar to menigb burn an
offering by fire to the LORD, they shall wash witater, lest they
die. They shall wash their hands and their feetf they die: it
shall be a statute for ever to them, even to hind &m his
descendants throughout their generations.”" Exodus 30:18-21
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The cleansing of the leper
“Then he shall wash his clothes, and bathe his bodyater, and
he shall be clean.” Leviticus 14:9

Our whole lives must come into submission to therdVof
God, otherwise we are not clean. People say tledt tiearts and
lives are pure, that they are ok with God. Howeseamctification
only occurs as we submit to the authority of therélVo
“How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding
according to thy word.” Psalm 119:9

God’s blessing only comes upon us as we hear apy the
Word.
“But he said, "Blessed rather are those who hearword of God
and keep it!" Luke 11:28

God’s Word has power which works within the beliewo
humbly receives it. The Word has power to consecaurify and
completely change our lives, if we will submit to i
“And we also thank God constantly for this, thatemhyou
received the word of God which you heard from os, accepted it
not as the word of men but as what it really i #ord of God,
which is at work in you believers.” 1 Thessalonians 2:13

The Bible describes the power of the Word in ouedi
“For the word of God is living and active, sharptéran any two-
edged sword, piercing to the division of soul apdis of joints
and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and interdi of the
heart.” Hebrews 4:12

“You have been born anew, not of perishable seetl dfu
imperishable, through the living and abiding woifdGod; for "All
flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flewof grass. The
grass withers, and the flower falls, but the wofdhe Lord abides
for ever." That word is the good news which wasaphed to
you.” 1 Peter 1:23-25

A holy priesthood

The Scriptures say that we are all priests beford. GVe are
each called to offer prayers of intercession andship before our
mighty God. As such we are to be a holy priesthtmothe Lord.
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We are consecrated to Him through the Holy Spinig water of
the Word, and the Blood of the lamb.

“And Moses killed it, and took some of its bloodi gt it on the
tip of Aaron's right ear and on the thumb of highti hand and on
the great toe of his right foot.” Leviticus 8:23

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, @yhnation,
God's own people, that you may declare the wontedads of
him who called you out of darkness into his maweliight. Once
you were no people but now you are God's peopleg gtou had
not received mercy but now you have received m&eloved, |
beseech you as aliens and exiles to abstain frenpaéissions of the
flesh that wage war against your soul. Maintain doconduct
among the Gentiles, so that in case they speaknapgou as
wrongdoers, they may see your good deeds andl@ofl on the
day of visitation.” 1 Peter 2:9-12
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Fruitfulness

Consecration & God’s glory

Only if we cleanse ourselves from what is defilugy can we
see God'’s glory, or know what it means to walkha Spirit. The
Christian with one foot in the world will not knoan intimate
walk with God, will not know the joy of walking bfaith. Such a
Christian will have religion, will have the outwatikarings of
Christianity, but will not know the glory of walkinwith Jesuslt
is God’'s purpose to sanctify His temple and fill itwith His

glory.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall Saed.”

Matthew 5:8
Get rid of it!

Again and again the Scriptures tell us to put @lubur lives
that which displeases the Lord, and to follow tleed_with all our
heart.

“Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but osilich as is good
for edifying, as fits the occasion, that it may artpgrace to those
who hear._And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of Gimdywhom you
were sealed for the day of redemption. Let alkEbitéss and wrath
and anger and clamor and slander be put away froom with all

malice, and be kind to one another, tenderheartexjiving one

another, as God in Christ forgave you.” Ephesians 4:29-32

“Keep your heart with all vigilance; for from itdlv the springs of
life. Put away from you crooked speech, and putodievtalk far
from you. Let your eyes look directly forward, aywur gaze be
straight before you. Take heed to the path of yfeet, then all
your ways will be sure. Do not swerve to the rightto the left;
turn your foot away from evil.” Proverbs 4:23-27

The secret to the victorious Christian [ife

The secret to living a victorious, fruitful, Spirit-filled life is
consecration.The Christian who has one foot in the world and on
foot in the Kingdom will always be struggling witime problem or
another. He will never know the promise of soatikg an eagle.
“Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young rekall fall
exhausted; but they who wait for the LORD shallexentheir
strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagteey shall run
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and not be weary, they shall walk and not faintlsaiah 40:30-31

When we live half in the world and half in the Kadgn we
only get half of what God wants to give us. Godal us to have
problems to cause us to repent and seek Him. Andnwhe
continue to live in our backsliden state he alldhs problems to
continue. The key is to seek the Lord with all beart and forsake
our evil ways.

“..and as long as (Uzziah) sought the LORD, Goddend&im
prosper.” 2 Chronicles 26:5

Abiding in Christ

Jesus talked about us abiding in Him, and He ilAusomplete
oneness between Christ and us occurs when we ase@ated to
Him. When He abides in us and we in Him, then veefauitful. In
fact Jesus promised those who abided in Him, “Ablatever you
will, and it shall be done for you.”
“Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannoarmé&uit by
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can,yunless you abide
in me. | am the vine, you are the branches. He alfides in me,
and | in him, he it is that bears much fruit, fquaat from me you
can do nothing. If a man does not abide in mesheast forth as a
branch and withers; and the branches are gathetbthwn into
the fire and burned. If you abide in me, and mydsabide in you,
ask whatever you will, and it shall be done forjou John 15:4

Useful to the Lord

If we want to be useful in the Kingdom of heavea mwust live
consecrated lives. God is looking for pure vesigisugh which
He can pour out His love and power. If we are taibeful to the
Lord, and ready for His work, we must first purdyrselves.
“But God's firm foundation stands, bearing this sédhe Lord
knows those who are his,” and, "Let every one wamas the
name of the Lord depart from iniquity.” In a gréaiuse there are
not only vessels of gold and silver but also of avoand
earthenware, and some for noble use, some for igndfbany one
purifies himself from what is ignoble, then he Wil a vessel for
noble use, consecrated and useful to the mastiéwediouse, ready
for any good work.” 2 Timothy 2:19-21
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Consecration comes before divine service

Everything that is used for God’s service is toaneinted and
consecrated
“Then you shall take the anointing oil, and anoihe tabernacle
and all that is in it, and consecrate it and aB ifurniture; and it
shall become holy.” Exodus 40:9

Great preachers of the past, like John G. Lakekespf a
separate experience of being consecrated to Gay. §joke about
being saved, baptized in the Holy Spirit, and ahfeconsecrated
to God. Consecration is an experience of totalgeissurrender
to God. In past revivals they described it as “begtbefore God.
An experience of total yielding and dedication todG Kathryn
Kulman spoke of it as being willing “to pay the q&.

Kathryn Kulman talks how at one time the Anointings
lifting off her life. She was following a courseathdid not please
God. She wanted to get involved with a man and_tivd said no.
When she surrendered herself again to the Lordegperienced
once more the blessing of God.

Augustine of Hippo passed through this experierafe
consecration when he was convicted of teachingpbhy, going
to the theatre and his party life. He gave it glto follow the
Lord.

"And for Aaron's sons you shall make coats andlg&@nd caps;
you shall make them for glory and beauty. And yall put them
upon Aaron your brother, and upon his sons with,hamd shall
anoint them and ordain them and consecrate theat, ttiey may
serve me as priests.” Exodus 28:40-41

“And you shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and cense them,
that they may serve me as priests.” Exodus 30:30

Consecration is a yielding completely to God im liwes. Our
desire for the Lord is such that it burns up thiteghly things in
our lives. The consecrated Christian sheds hishahlts for a life
of dedication to God.

In consecration everything that we do and sayigest under
the Lordship of Christ. We simply give up all thogengs that
don’t please the Lord. Our one pursuit is to lige Jesus. Our one
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desire is to know God and serve Him. We want thellto be the
focus. That He would be glorified in all that we. 8o we see all
things come under subjection to the Lordship ofisshwhether
food or drink, music, TV, entertainment, the in&ftnsports,
studies, friendships, money, the way we use oue,tii@mmily, and
work.

Purity

So many things defile and stain the Christian lifae world is

pumping it out like a sewerage pipe. The Lord saitMoses “you
shall not defile yourselves...”

“For | am the LORD your God; consecrate yourselvesdfore,

and be holy, for | am holy. You shall not defileigelves with any
swarming thing that crawls upon the earth.” Leviticus 11:44

Consecration is about dealing with the things #ratunhelpful
in our spiritual walk, and running in the thingstiplease God. If
something is holding us back from entering into Gdakst let's
get rid of it!

“But he who is united to the Lord becomes one spiith him.
Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man comnsitoutside
the body; but the immoral man sins against his dwdy. Do you
not know that your body is a temple of the HolyiSpiithin you,
which you have from God? You are not your own;wete bought
with a price. So glorify God in your bodyl’ Corinthians 6:17-20

“You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cliglemons. You
cannot partake of the table of the Lord and theldatf demons.
Shall we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we gjesrthan he?
"All things are lawful," but not all things are hgul. "All things
are lawful," but not all things build up.” 1 Corinthians 10:21-23

“But as for you, man of God, shun all this; aimraghteousness,
godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleneggt the good
fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life which you were
called when you made the good confession in theepee of many
witnesses.” 1 Timothy 6:11-12

A sanctified house of prayer

We are the living temple of the Holy Spirit. A tpla is to be
set aside for worship. It is to be clean and irear@he Lord wants
us to remove the rubbish from our lives and be Ig temple for
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His service and worship. We are not to be “mismavath
unbelievers”. What some call a soul tie, or to peitsially bonded
with an unbeliever. That is, we are not to formcsplefriendships
with people who have an ungodly influence on us.

“Do not be mismated with unbelievers. For what parship have
righteousness and iniquity? Or what fellowship Haght with
darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Oratvhas a
believer in common with an unbeliever? What agregrhas the
temple of God with idols? For we are the templéhefliving God;
as God said, "l will live in them and move amongnth and | will
be their God, and they shall be my people. Theeefmme out
from them, and be separate from them, says the, laord touch
nothing unclean; then I will welcome you, and Il\w# a father to
you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, dagsLord
Almighty." 2 Corinthians 6:14-18

In 2 Chronicles 29:3-19 King Hezekiah removes thkbish
from the temple. He sets everything in order, asthldishes
prayer and worship in the temple once more. Likeywdgsus drove
out of the temple all those who did business, dexdMy house
shall be called a house of prayer”. Then Jesustighk blind and
the lame. God’s power will flow in our lives wherewnake our
bodies a living house of prayer. Fruitfulness alsvapllows
consecration.

“And Jesus entered the temple of God and droveatbwho sold

and bought in the temple, and he overturned thdegalbf the
money-changers and the seats of those who soldsEgéie said
to them, "It is written, ‘My house shall be calketiouse of prayer’;
but you make it a den of robbers." And the blindl d@ne lame
came to him in the temple, and he healed themwBah the chief
priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things ke did, and
the children crying out in the temple, "Hosannathe Son of
David!" they were indignant;” Matthew 21:12-15

Consecration is not just about getting rid of thikbish in our
lives. It's about having a consuming zeal for G&b many
Christians are caught up with material things, wmily, and
there is so little zeal for the Lord.

When Jesus cleansed the temple He was filled witblyazeal
for God.



A living sacrifice 47

“His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zé&a thy house
will consume me." John 2:17

“So put away all malice and all guile and insindgrand envy and
all slander. Like newborn babes, long for the pgparitual milk,

that by it you may grow up to salvation; for yoavh tasted the
kindness of the Lord. Come to him, to that livitans, rejected by
men but in God's sight chosen and precious; arelllikng stones
be yourselves built into a spiritual house, to bbeady priesthood,
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God dhgh Jesus
Christ.” 1 Peter 2:1-5

The (uke-warm Christian
The Bible warns Christians who are luke-warm. We #&r
always be zealous for the Lord, aglow with the Bpind ready to
serve.
"Salt is good; but if salt has lost its taste, heall its saltness be
restored? It is fit neither for the land nor forettdunghill; men
throw it away. He who has ears to hear, let himrliea
Luke 13:34-35
“And because wickedness is multiplied, most mews Will grow
cold. But he who endures to the end will be saved.”
Matthew 24:12-13
"I know your works: you are neither cold nor h@¢ould that you
were cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, ragither cold
nor hot, | will spew you out of my mouth. For yay,sl am rich, |
have prospered, and | need nothing; not knowing @ are
wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. Therefbcounsel you
to buy from me gold refined by fire, that you mayrkch, and
white garments to clothe you and to keep the shamgour
nakedness from being seen, and salve to anointeyms, that you
may see._ Those whom | love, | reprove and chastebge zealous
and repent.” Revelations 3:16-19

Our works reveal the heart

How do we know if we are on fire for the Lord? Byravorks.
Our works show what we are passionate about. Ht shmple.
What we do as Christians reflects the conditiorowf heart. Are
we hot, lukewarm, or just plain cold? Are we fingpl to pray and
seek God, hungry for His Word, eager to witnessthkers, love to
have fellowship with the Brethren, want to serve tlord, help the
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poor, and generous in giving? Or are we wasting toue on
things of no Kingdom significance.

“Who is wise and understanding among you? By hisdgde let
him show his works in the meekness of wisdom.” James 3:13

" Let your light so shine before men, that they &g your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in haave
Matthew 5:16

Jesus taught that we were to put His Kingdom and Hi

righteousness first above all else (Matthew 6:33).

“Now great multitudes accompanied him; and he turaed said

to them, "If any one comes to me and does nothiatewn father

and mother and wife and children and brothers arstless, yes,

and even his own life, he cannot be my discipleoé¥ér does not

bear his own cross and come after me, cannot balisgple.”
Luke 14:25-27

The divine exchange

In the experience of consecration there is a divarchange.
We give up that which once was important to us, disdover the
glory of God. We give up a life of sin in excharfgethe riches of
the Kingdom of heaven. We become so passionatet dbod’'s
glory, that we gladly give up that which holds exk.
“To grant to those who mourn in Zion--to give thengarland
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead ofirniog, the
mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit; thatyhmay be called
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORBt be may be
glorified.” Isaiah 61:3

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchargaarch of fine
pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great valuentand sold all
that he had and bought it.” Matthew 13:45-46

Here are some examples of people who made the edivin
exchange of consecration. Who exchanged theirii@ddr a new
and far better one in Christ.

Levi the Tax Collector

“After this he went out, and saw a tax collectogmmed Levi,
sitting at the tax office; and he said to him, "léal me." _And he
left everything, and rose and followed him. Andilmade him a
great feast in his house; and there was a large paomg of tax
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collectors and others sitting at table with thenmdAhe Pharisees
and their scribes murmured against his discipleyjrgg, "Why do
you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinnerg¥id Jesus
answered them, "Those who are well have no neadpblysician,
but those who are sick; | have not come to callripbteous, but
sinners to repentance." Luke 5:27-32

Zacchaeus

“And there was a man named Zacchaeus; he was & thie
collector, and rich. And he sought to see who Jesgas but could
not, on account of the crowd, because he was sshalature. So
he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore twesee him,
for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus cane tplace, he
looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, make haste aome
down; for | must stay at your house today." So heerhaste and
came down, and received him joyfully. And when #aay it they
all murmured, "He has gone in to be the guest afaa who is a
sinner.”" And Zacchaeus stood and said to the LtBdhold, Lord,

the half of my goods | give to the poor; and ibi/é defrauded any
one of anything, | restore it fourfold." And Jesseid to him,

"Today salvation has come to this house, sincel$e®ia a son of
Abraham.” Luke 19:2-9
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Jesus: Friend & Lord

How we relate to God

Many Christians relate to God in terms of friengslGod is
someone they talk to, and can tell him there diffies. And this is
good in many ways. However, they perceive Jesubas Friend
but not as their Lord. Thus their relationship wit#tsus is based on
friendship and not on submission. Their relatiopstith Jesus
becomes personal, something between just the twbeoh. They
choose to hear only what they want to hear in rdligtionship. In
this way their relationship with the Lord is nevpersonally
challenging, never actually costs them anything.

Jesus is the friendly Good Shepherd that loves thednlooks
after all their needs. Anything that requires okede on their part,
or that makes them uncomfortable, they reject agpad of their
friendship with God. Such a Christian will not makey sacrifices
for the Lord, or make any real commitments to H8u.personal is
this friendship with Jesus that he can really gejust fine without
the church. He goes to church when he feels tik®ther things
such as family or business take first priority, lwitesus and His
Church takes second place. Of course he belieatslésus is His
friend who understands his situation, and wouldeneask him to
do anything uncomfortable.

Such a Christian feels no need to repent, confessihs to
others, make restoration to others, listen to ajvehare the
Gospel, tithe, give to the Lord’s work, pray witkhers, or take
steps of faith. He simply has other priorities. @y, Jesus is a
friend who understands.

Obedience to God’s Word
He doesn’t seriously read or study the Bible. Treemthing is

that Jesus is a Friend who listens. The Word hasaloauthority
in his life. He certainly doesn’t take the Biblagdnconsideration
when making important decisions. He doesn’'t wanyoas

guoting Scriptures about God’s plan for His life,p@ople giving
him advice. He likes the Scriptures that make hel ood. For
example, the promise of Ps 91 that God is his eefugl fortress,
that nothing bad will come near him. He has no wtdading that
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these promises are given within the context ofralibig covenant
relationship with the Father God through the Blobdesus Christ.

Jesus told a parable to describe those who heaWdrsl but
do not put it into practice. He described such aigfihn as a
foolish man who will come to ruin.

"Every one then who hears these words of mine aed them will
be like a wise man who built his house upon th&;rand the rain
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew agak lipon that
house, but it did not fall, because it had beemétmad on the rock.
And every one who hears these words of mine and doedo
them will be like a foolish man who built his houg®n the sand;
and the rain fell, and the floods came, and thedwiblew and beat
against that house, and it fell; and great wasftdeof it."

Matthew 7:24-27

Doing God’s will

Today many speak of how we are one big family afdG
(including new age adherents, Catholics, Muslims)dds, etc).
They say that we are all God'’s children. Yet Jesasle it clear
that obedience to His teaching is the absolute ireopent for
being part of His family.
“And his mother and his brothers came; and standngside they
sent to him and called him. And a crowd was sit@gput him;
and they said to him, "Your mother and your broshare outside,
asking for you." And he replied, "Who are my mothed my
brothers?" And looking around on those who sat aldum, he
said, "Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoeeas the will
of God is my brother, and sister, and mother."” Mark 3:31-35

As we have said there are many Christians who deglus
“Lord” without actually obeying Him. Jesus calledck people
evildoers! He will tell them to get out of His Pesge. We might
call God our Friend, but if we do not heed His Wa@ are simply
self-deceived.

"Not every one who says to me, 'Lord, Lord," slalter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of athéf who is
in heaven. On that day many will say to me, 'Larard, did we
not prophesy in your name, and cast out demonsun iyame, and
do many mighty works in your name?' And then wilktlare to
them, 'l never knew you; depart from me, you eeiisl’

Matthew 7:21-23
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Moses: friend of God

Moses was God'’s friend. He spoke to God face te.fhle was
also the most humble man on the face of the eartimacy and
obedience go hand in hand.
“Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to f@a&eg man
speaks to his friend.” Exodus 33:11

We can all deepen our relationship with the Lomnh@y by

obeying Him. If we truly love Him we will obey Him.

“As the Father has loved me, so have | loved yduda in my
love. If you keep my commandments, you will alsideyi love, just
as | have kept my Father's commandments and abidhésilove.
These things | have spoken to you, that my joybean you, and
that your joy may be full. "This is my commandm#rat you love
one another as | have loved you. Greater love hasnan than
this, that a man lay down his life for his friendfou are my
friends if you do what | command you.” John 15:9-14
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The blessing of

consecration

‘What are you missing out on?

The Christian who lives a worldly life doesn’t knavhat he is
missing out on. There is such great blessings wioenconsecrate
yourself to Jesus. There is freedom from shame guii,
wonderful communion with God, fruitfulness, a gerafnointing
of the Holy Spirit, effectiveness in prayer, powar preaching,
discernment of God'’s voice, fulfilment in life, ggperity, quality
use of our time, people experience Jesus throughauns we are
released to serve others.

Freedom from shame and guilt

When we are not living fully for the Lord, we stigle with on-
going guilt and shame. We know we are falling slbiGod’s best
in our lives. It is like we are struggling to follothe Lord while
pulling a ball and chain behind us. We know thas thall is
holding us back and yet we are chained to it.

When we walk in the Spirit we enjoy the freedontled Spirit.
When we walk in the flesh we are enslaved to tlegt of the
flesh. So the unconsecrated Christian finds himselfistantly
pulled between the two: freedom and slavery. Hathis not fully
committed to the Lord. He desires the Lord, butals® loves the
things of the world. Such a life does not pleagelibrd:

“...those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”"Romans 8:8

“But | say, walk by the Spirit, and do not grattfye desires of the
flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against $ip&it, and the
desires of the Spirit are against the flesh; fazgt are opposed to
each other, to prevent you from doing what you ddul
Galatians 5:16-17

The Lord was clear that we must deal with the thitihgit cause
us to sin. Just do it!
“And if your hand or your foot causes you to sinf @ off and
throw it away; it is better for you to enter lifeaimed or lame than
with two hands or two feet to be thrown into therel fire. 9 And
if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out anawhit away; it is
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better for you to enter life with one eye than witlo eyes to be
thrown into the hell of fire.” Matthew 18:8-9

When we break with the love of this world, we expece
freedom and joy and peace in the Holy Spirit. Nogler are we
constantly asking God to forgive us for the samegh over and
over again. We have peace with God because we alieng in
the Spirit.

“For the kingdom of God is not food and drink bighteousness
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit;” Romans 14:17

Communion with God

There is an intimacy and communion with God prochise
those whose hearts are pure.
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall Geel.”

Matthew 5:8

When we live a pure life our heart just rejoiceshin Presence of
God. His Glory fills the believer’s life.
“How lovely is thy dwelling place, O LORD of hostgly soul
longs, yea, faints for the courts of the LORD; nearh and flesh
sing for joy to the living God. Even the sparronds a home, and
the swallow a nest for herself, where she may &ywbung, at thy
altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. Bl@sse those
who dwell in thy house, ever singing thy praise!” Psalm 84:1-4

Effectiveness in prayer

Consecration enables us to abide in Christ. As em@y
fellowship with Him, we hear His voice and know heavpray as
we ought. Because we know His will in a situatioa wan pray
effectively in faith. Sin has the opposite efféltte person will feel
distant from God, confused as to how to pray, asgrayers may
remain unanswered. Consecration leads to effeasgeim prayer.
“The prayer of a righteous man has great power tm éffects.
Elijah was a man of like nature with ourselves dmel prayed
fervently that it might not rain, and for three yeand six months
it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed agand the heaven
gave rain, and the earth brought forth its fruit.” James 5:17-18

“The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination be LORD,_but
the prayer of the upright is his delight. The wayhe wicked is an
abomination to the LORD, but he loves him who pessu
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righteousness.” Proverbs 15:8-9

Power in preaching

Isaiah had a vision of the Lord sitting upon etie with His
train filling the temple. The seraphim called oneanhotherHoly,
Holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earthfudl of His
glory.” The temple was shaken and filled with smoke. Tisamnah
cries out:
“And | said: "Woe is me! For | am lost; for | amman of unclean
lips, and | dwell in the midst of a people of uaddips; for my
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" flaenone of the
seraphim to me, having in his hand a burning cohiciw he had
taken with tongs from the altar. And he touched mouth, and
said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; yourlgis taken away,
and your sin forgiven." And | heard the voice d& ttord saying,
"Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?" Thesaid, "Here
am I! Send me." Isaiah 6:5-8

A similar thing happened to Moses, the greatesplpet of the
Old Testament. It was after he had the burning beigterience
that he received the mantle of prophet. The gogbrefching is
basically to call people to repentance. If we do In@ a life of
repentance, how can we know the power of God t@gbrea
Gospel of repentance? Godliness allows the HolyitSpiconvict
people through our preaching.

Discernment of God’s voice

Hearing God’s voice is like tuning in on the radBometimes
we just hear a lot of static until we properly tunéo the radio
station. Until we tune our lives into the Lord, wél always hear a
lot of static. The unconsecrated Christian has sominterference
from the things of this world, that he simply cahhear clearly
from God.

The human spirit is like a lake. When the lakenisddy it is
impossible to see into the depths of the lake. ¥annot see the
fish and vegetation below. So likewise when we nyuddr spirit
with the things of the world, we cannot discerndieeper things of
the Spirit. This is why so many Christians areigpatly confused,
and without the direction of the Holy Spirit.
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Many prophecy without clearly hearing God’s voicEhey
speak out of their own imagination This is a reasty the church
struggles with personal and public prophecy. Sommphecies
create confusion, while others are causing peaplstimble or
even fall away.

Prophecy is as much about personal godliness msabout
speaking. How can we clearly hear God’s voice wdvenfill our
lives with garbage, particularly the television?e$h things stain
our spirit. When we clean up our lives we begirclearly discern
the voice of the Lord. Eliphaz from the book of Jdeka biblical
example of a spiritually confused person who triedorophecy.
The Lord says of him:

“My wrath is kindled against you and against yowotfriends; for
you have not spoken of me what is right, as myasédob has.”
Job 42:7

Eliphaz’s description of how his prophecy was reeg sounds
like he definitely didn’t get his word from the Labr
"Now a word was brought to me stealthily, my easereed the
whisper of it. Amid thoughts from visions of thghtj when deep
sleep falls on men, dread came upon me, and tragblvhich
made all my bones shake. A spirit glided past rog;fthe hair of
my flesh stood up. It stood still, but | could ndiscern its
appearance. A form was before my eyes; there viexscsi, then |
heard a voice...” Job 4:12-16
Something obviously wasn’t right in this man’'s #pal life,
which affected his ability to hear from God.

We hear God’s voice clearly through spending timeorayer
and the Word. Our spirit is washed clean throughWhord of God
and the Holy Spirit. Hearing God’s voice and reo®v His
commands, flows from a life of prayer and the Wdrdthis way
the Holy Spirit reveals to us the deep things oflGo
“Daniel said: "Blessed be the name of God for esad ever to
whom belong wisdom and might. He changes timessaadons;
he removes kings and sets up kings; he gives wisddhe wise
and knowledge to those who have understandingeheals deep
and mysterious things; he knows what is in the nlesk, and the
light dwells with him.” Daniel 2:20-23
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Fulfillment in your [ife

Our hearts desires are fulfilled in Jesus. As laagve are not
surrendered to Him we will not know the great joy dulfillment
of His eternal destiny for us. God has prepareddedul works
that we should walk in. We must walk in the Spifitve are to
walk in the His works.
“Even as he chose us in him before the foundatiothe world,
that we should be holy and blameless before hirgghesians 1:4

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jedor good
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we shaudlk in
them.” Ephesians 2:10

“Righteousness will go before Him, and shall make féotsteps
our pathway.” Psalm 85:13

Prosperity and blessing in God’s will.

So many Christians want God to bless them, prosmer
provide for them, answer their prayers. Yet theyndd know the
glory of the Presence of Jesus abiding in thegdibecause they
are living a lukewarm life. They tolerate sin irethlives. God will
not release us into the full divine blessing of Hiwesome
Presence while we play games with His majesty.pBae is very
clear that God will bless us when we obey Him, seek Him with
all our heart.

“If you obey the commandments of the LORD your @&bdch |
command you this day, by loving the LORD your Gydwalking
in his ways, and by keeping his commandments andthtutes
and his ordinances, then you shall live and multiphnd the
LORD your God will bless you in the land which ya entering
to take possession of it.” Deuteronomy 30:16

Better use of our time and resources

“If any one purifies himself from what is ignobteen he will be a
vessel for noble use, consecrated and useful tori@gter of the
house, ready for any good work.” 2 Timothy 2:21

So much of the Christian’s time and money is simphsted
when they are not dedicated to the Lord. When we ttuthe Lord
with all our heart, God gives to us time, energyl &nances for
the Lord, for His Word, and for His Kingdom acties.
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There is a release of money for the Kingdom becalisgs
become less important to us. No longer do we néedldtest
technology, the latest thing. The money that wehilgave spent
on such stuff is now available for the Kingdom ajd5The money
that we receive is now going further, is used neffigiently, and
is a greater blessing to others. As we give thallgives back to
us. We are translated from our personal budgetisokihgdom
economy.

“Give, and it will be given to you; good measureggsed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put into rytap. For the
measure you give will be the measure you get back.uke 6:38

The time that we wasted on worldly things is n@&leased for
the things that the Lord asks of us. There is nione to spend
with our children or grandchildren, for studentsstady, our house
chores, helping the children, serving and loving another.

As we consecrate ourselves to the Lord Jesus, El@nies the
centre of our conversations and activities. Inaregg we speak of
the Lord and what He has done, what He is doind,His call on
our lives. Consecration leads us to be more andend@sus
centred. We become ‘life style” worshippers of therd. He is
lifted up in what we do and say. We no longer feahtent just
talking about the weather. Our hearts long to spéalkesus, and to
hear of Him.

Through us spreads the fragrance of Jesus

Our consecrated example is like salt in the fodtk $alt goes
right through the food and effects everything. & a godly life
will begin to effect the people around us. Espégciathen the
father and husband surrenders himself to the Ldrdhas a
tremendous effect on the whole family. A consectdite will
impact our spouse, our children, our church, oienfts, other
cities, and the nations.
"You are the salt of the earth; but if salt hat lits taste, how shall
its saltness be restored? It is no longer goodaioything except to
be thrown out and trodden under foot by men. "Yreutlae light of
the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nt men light a
lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, iagaves light to
all in the house. Let your light so shine beforenpithat they may
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see your good works and give glory to your Fathérows in
heaven.” Matthew 5:13-16

Through us the fragrance of the knowledge of Hiifl be
spread everywhere.
“Mary took a pound of costly ointment of pure namd anointed
the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her haid the house
was filled with the fragrance of the ointment.” John 12:3

“But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leadsimu triumph,
and through us spreads the fragrance of the knaydedf him
everywhere.” 2 Corinthians 2:14

Released to serve others
One of the greatest privileges in this life is eyve the Lord.
Serving the Lord always flows through consecratids we
surrender ourselves to Jesus, He fills us with Hiy Spirit and
we have this great desire to serve Him. What gréd¢ssing could
there be than to serve the Lord?
“Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the Spirit, serhe Lord.”
Romans 12:11
Look at the way Jesus set Himself apart to do Godls
God'’s will was His daily bread.
“Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the wilhah who sent me,
and to accomplish his work.” John 4:34
This overwhelming desire to do God’s will releasssnto service.

Lets die to the expectation that others serve ats move into
the joy and fulfillment of serving others in therd.
“For the Son of man also came not to be servedidserve, and
to give his life as a ransom for many."” Mark 10:45
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God exalts the humble

Act of humility sparks awakening in Texas
“A Texas pastor's act of humility has ushered ipoaverful

move of God at his church. Church Members werergtdrwhen
their Pastor preached about the need to root oide pr and
suddenly removed the hairpiece he had worn for ntbam 20
years. "People were absolutely shocked" said orteeofissociate
ministers at the 2,000-strong independent Pentalcadturch.
"Ever since then it has been the deepest, mosisatevorship we
have ever known...God has completely turned théseplupside
down."

The church has had to add a second Sunday moraiage to
cope with increased attendance. More than 200 pdugple been
baptized, and many others baptized in the HolyitSdihere have
been reports of healings, and churches across duetry have
requested copies of the video of the service.”

The Pastor had been speaking about a coming awekéoi
almost a year. He said that God had impressed ronthat many
people were being distracted from a deeper commitrbg "the
deceitfulness of riches and the cares of this ke.asked God if
there was anything he could do to get closer to .Hiln was
impressed on me that this [hairpiece] was not &ssary thing in
my life. It was not a pride thing, it was a preface, [but] it was
not something | was born with." So as he preacledtaremoving
personal obstacles, he took off the hairpiece aopped it onto
the altar. His son, said to Charisma that "it wessrhost visual sign
of humility you will ever see anyone do. My dad ssch a
dignified man, to see him do this was quite an icopa

Jesus is Exalted in Heaven

Jesus left His place in heaven and humbled hinsdlie low
position of a human being. He suffered thirst, rerrand tiredness.
He was tempted. He didn’'t have His own bed or thmforts of
home. He obeyed His Father as a servant, evendin ade the
cross. He was obedient in everything. Thereforende raised up

! (Source: Charisma News Service)
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to the highest place, where all people will comd baw the knee
to Him.

“....and I, when | am lifted up from the earth, Mdfaw all men to
myself." John 12:32

We learn from Jesus that thff “The place of
place of exaltation is the place ¢ exaltation is
humility. Jesus in all His glory,
exalted above every living thing tﬁep lace Of
still bears the marks of His deatf humility.”
on the cross. These marks are sighs
of His complete obedience and humility before Guel Eather.
“Have this mind among yourselves, which is your€hrist Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God, did not teguality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himselintpthe form of
a servant, being born in the likeness of men. Be&idg found in
human form he humbled himself and became obedigatdeath,
even death on a cross.” Philippians 2:5-8

Through His humility Christ was exalted to the reghplace in

heaven. Jesus is at the right hand of the Fatling authority
and power to rule over the nations and spiritualgrs. He will
place everything in submission to His authority the Day of
Judgment, when Satan, the demons, and evildoerde&vithrown
into the lake of fire.
“Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowecdim the
name which is above every name, that at the ndndesnis every
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and urtdeearth, and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lortheéalory of God
the Father.” Philippians 2:9-11

The Place of Humility
When we say the prayer of salvation, we do it umlbity,
leaving aside our pride and repenting of our sBrs.also, to be
exalted in Christ we must continue in the saméeualti of humility
and repentance.
“As therefore you received Christ Jesus the Lodllige in him.”
Colossians 2:6
We are converted in an attitude of humility. Butwhaany
Christians forget their humble beginning and startbecome
proud. Each day we need to die to our pride sowamight live
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in the glory of Christ. God humbles the proud andlts the
humble.

“Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laugbteturned to
mourning and your joy to dejection. Humble youreslbefore the
Lord and he will exalt you.” James 4:9-10

The High and Mighty God draws near to the humblewell
with them. But the proud He knows from an arm’sgjbn
“For thus says the high and lofty One who inhaleitsrnity, whose
name is Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy pla@nd also with
him who is of a contrite and humble spirit, to ke&vithe spirit of
the humble, and to revive the heart of the contritelsaiah 57:15

Humility precedes blessing

Jesus sets us an example on the Cross that humiNitsrys
precedes blessing and exaltation. After humiliatiomthe Cross
He sat down with the Father clothed in glory andchdw. The
Christian life is about walking in humility constdnbefore the
Father. This means doing things that may go agaustnatural
pride, like saying: “I'm sorry”. If we will humbl®urselves before
God, repent of our sins, and be His obedient s¢sydimen He will
bless us beyond what we could imagine.

Basic ways in which we are to humble ourselves
The Christian life is filled with things we are o involving

humility. For example:

> Repent to receive salvation.

» Openly confess our sins.

> Being delivered of evil spirits is a humbling exigece.

» “Eat humble pie” and say sorry to people whom weehaurt.

» Deciding to do what God wants and not what we want.

» Humbling ourselves before God in prayer and fastamgl

repentance.

» Being a Christian is about humble service, not tomsi

» Speak in unknown tongues for the baptism in theyFbqirit.

» Being open to the manifestations of the Holy SpiBeing

willing to look or sound foolish in the sight oftars.

Cleaning toilets
At the age of 17 the Lord called me into the miyis@fter His
call 1 held many jobs: working in the hospital moeg cleaning
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college toilets and showers, shoveling snow, raklegves,

painting houses, and laboring jobs. One day | askedLord:

“Lord if you called me into the ministry why havespent so much
time doing such jobs?” The Lord repli¢@hese jobs are training
you for the ministry. It's not about position ie®out serving.”

God’s promises to the humble

God has made wonderful promises to those who chtmse
humble themselves before Him. If we will leave quide and
walk humbly before Him, He will bless us beyond ouagination.
Here are some of these promises...
“The fear of the LORD is instruction in wisdom, amaimility goes
before honor.” Proverbs 15:33

“The reward for humility and fear of the LORD ischies and
honor and life.” Proverbs 22:4

“Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility tovthone another,
for "God opposes the proud, but gives grace tdilmable."
1 Peter 5:5
“If my people who are called by my name humble gedwes, and
pray and seek my face, and turn from their wickagisythen | will
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin andahtheir land.”
2 Chronicles 7:14

“He leads the humble in what is right, and teackt®s humble his
way.” Psalm 25:9

“For the LORD takes pleasure in his people; He adorthe
humble with victory.” Psalm 149:4

“Toward the scorners he is scornful, but to the bilemhe shows
favor.” Proverbs 3:34

“When pride comes, then comes disgrace; but wighitbmble is
wisdom.” Proverbs 11:2

“All these things my hand has made, and so allghtbéngs are

mine, says the LORD. But this is the man to whaevill look, he

that is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembksmy word.”
Isaiah 66:2
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“Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hah&od, that
in due time he may exalt you.” 1 Peter 5:6

A dirty river

Naaman the army commander had leprosy. He heatdhba
prophet Elisha could heal him. So he went to theplpet for his
healing. But the prophet did not come out of hisideoto greet
him, but sent his servant to tell him to wash ie thrty Jordan
river. Naaman was offended and furious. God offemasmind to
reveal our heart. Naaman was offended becauseugttha leper,
he was still very proud. So often God will deallwihe sickness of
our heart, before the blessing will flow.
“So Naaman came with his horses and chariots, aaitet at the
door of Elisha's house. And Elisha sent a messetwéim,
saying, "Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, \ema flesh
shall be restored, and you shall be clean."” ButiNaa was angry,
and went away, saying, "Behold, | thought that leul surely
come out to me, and stand, and call on the nanteeoEORD his
God, and wave his hand over the place, and curddper. Are
not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus doettan all the
waters of Israel? Could | not wash in them, andclsan?" So he
turned and went away in a rage. But his servanteeaear and
said to him, "My father, if the prophet had commeshgou to do
some great thing, would you not have done it? Hawmrather,
then, when he says to you, 'Wash, and be clean'PieSvent down
and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, alicgrto the
word of the man of God; and his flesh was restditedthe flesh of
a little child, and he was clean.” 2 Kings 5:9-14
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“Not my will”

“If it is your will *

We remember those famous words of Jesus fromdtaeg of
Gethsemane: “not my will, but yours be done”. Tis the prayer
of surrender to the Father that Jesus made priblig@rucifixion.
The surrender of the will is the essence of comdeaer. True
consecration to God is not about giving up the Tnwrning
sleep, but the surrender of the will. When we sudeg our will to
the Lord we truly become set apart for Him.

“And when he came to the place he said to themayRhat you
may not enter into temptation.” And he withdrewnfrthem about
a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed, "Fatlifethou art
willing, remove this cup from me; nevertheless mgt will, but
thine, be done."” Luke 22:40-42

Many Christians have misunderstood these wordsy Hag:
“Lord heal me if it is your will.” This is the pray of fatalism:
whatever happens is whatever God wants to hapges.tiipe of
prayer lacks any confidence that we will receiveatvive have
asked for. It does not appropriate the great presngg God. If we
do not pray with confidence, then it is not theygaraof faith.
When we ask we are to believe that we are receiiagwhich we
ask for.

“Not my will, but yours” is the prayer of personsiirrender,
not of petition. This prayer is about submitting tloe Lord.
Yielding our will and our desires to the LordshipJesus Christ.
In the garden, Jesus submitted to the will of HahEr and chose
to die upon the cross. He could have asked thesFé&bn 12 000
angels, but He didn’'t. He knew that the Scripturad prophesied
His death and “that it must be so”.

“And behold, one of those who were with Jesus dtezt out his
hand and drew his sword, and struck the slave efhigh priest,
and cut off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, "Fuir ysword back
into its place; for all who take the sword will & by the sword.
Do you think that | cannot appeal to my Father, drel will at
once send me more than twelve legions of angelsh@u then
should the scriptures be fulfilled, that it mustdo®"”

Matthew 26:51-54
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Obeying God is a struggle when our will has notrbgelded
to God. Like Jesus we also must surrender to thleeFand take
up our cross.

“And he called to him the multitude with his didefg and said to
them, "If any man would come after me, let him dameself and
take up his cross and follow me.” Mark 8:34

Throughout Jesus’ life we see how He humbled Hifmtel
obey His Father.
“Have this mind among yourselves, which is your€hrist Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God, did not teguality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himselintpthe form of
a servant, being born in the likeness of men. Agidgofound in
human form he humbled himself and became obedigatdeath,
even death on a cross.” Philippians 2:5-8

The things that He did, He saw His Father doing #aching
He gave He heard from the Father. His authority eedram the
Father. His prayers were to the Father. Before vtese His twelve
disciples He spent all night in prayer. His purpasd mission on
earth came from His heavenly Father. He was serih&yFather
and was returning to the Father.

What a contrast to so many Christians and evenchlesr that
make their decisions and plans with hardly a prays call Jesus,
Lord, but we rarely think of consulting Him with oplans. This
was not so with Jesus.

“Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, | say to yohgetSon can do
nothing of his own accord, but only what he seedR&ther doing;
for whatever he does, that the Son does likewis®. the Father
loves the Son, and shows him all that he himsetfoisg; and
greater works than these will he show him, that yray marvel.
For as the Father raises the dead and gives th&m dio also the
Son gives life to whom he will.” John 5:19-21

Total obedience to God was Jesus’ daily bread.wiliswas
surrendered totally to the Father. What a foreigncept in our
modern society, where there is such antagonism ritsva
submission to authority.

“Meanwhile the disciples besought him, saying, "Bakeat.” But
he said to them, "I have food to eat of which youndt know." So
the disciples said to one another, "Has any oneubhd him
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food?" Jesus said to them, "My food is to do thié afihim who
sent me, and to accomplish his work.” John 4:31-34

A broken and contrite heart

So we see that simple obedience to God flows fram
surrendered will. There is a process through wioigh will must
be first subjected in order to surrender. Our wsll naturally
stubborn and doesn’t want to submit to God. Typyoak want to
do our own thing. And our own thing seems goodsto u

For example someone says: “We always have our &did
after Christmas. That’s our time for rest.” Yet tHely Spirit may
direct us to go on a mission. When we choose tliddys rather
than the mission, we sin. Our will is not yet sutted. In the early
church decisions were made becauseédieined good to the Holy
Spirit and to us...” Acts 15:28). But the church so often does what
seems good to us without reference to what seerod go the
Holy Spirit.

How easily we follow our own ideas of what is gootstead of
yielding to God. Churches likewise get into a ritudes, policies,
procedures and “this is the way we have always ddné/hen the
Holy Spirit renews the church He promises to dew thing, may
we let Him have His way.

So our will is naturally stubborn. God will ofterrdak our
stubborn will, and cause us to deeply repent. Reper is the
only process through which God moulds and changesheart.
Our will becomes responsive to His voice. He witiea bring us
to repentance by applying different types of pressucausing us
to see our sin and turn from it.

The Scripture says that the Lord humbles us inrotaldorm
our will or heart. We go through humbling circunmstas and
difficulties that cause us to examine ourselves. b¥gin to see
clearly the pride and stubbornness of our heart ask for
forgiveness.

“And you shall remember all the way which the LORiur God
has led you these forty years in the wildernesat tie might
humble you, testing you to know what was in yoarthevhether
you would keep his commandments, or not. 3 Ardihwled you
and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which g not
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know, nor did your fathers know; that he might mgke know
that man does not live by bread alone, but that rees by
everything that proceeds out of the mouth of thR DO
Deuteronomy 8:2-3

Surrendering the control

The breaking of the heart is the surrendering efdbntrol of
our lives to the Lord. How we like being in contrahd do things
our way! But Jesus calls us to give up being masteur lives and
become the servant. Giving up control is normadlinful.

Through these times of testing and trials our heatiroken
before God. True repentance rises before God |dweset incense.
When He calls us, instead of ignoring Him we yitgdHis desire
and will for us. How painful the process can begm from
stubborn hard pride to sweet surrender. David writé his
experience of repentance from his sins of murddreaatultery:

“Fill me with joy and gladness; let the bones whithou hast
broken rejoice... Create in me a clean heart, O Godl put a new
and right spirit within me.... The sacrifice accalpe to God is a
broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O Galdou wilt not
despise.” Psalm 51:8,10,17

The importance of the heart to God

God warns us of being outwardly religious while tesart is hard
and unyielding to the Holy Spirit. The Lord wantsetjoyful
obedience of the heart to Him, and not our religgogdesus is no
longer a distant God that we do religious serviceHe becomes
personal to us. He personally intervenes in owsliwWe love Him
and He is our Friend, but He is also the Lord wheenlovingly
and willingly serve.

“But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look on higpeaarance or
on the height of his stature, because | have regetim; for the
LORD sees not as man sees; man looks on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart." 1 Samuel 16:7

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD; arau shall
love the LORD your God with all your heart, and hwill your
soul, and with all your might. And these words Wwhicommand
you this day shall be upon your heart;”  Deuteronomy 6:4-6
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The splitting of the rock

Out of the split rock flowed the water to the ¢ty Israelites.
Out of a broken and contrite heart will flow livingaters to the
thirsty.
“And they did not thirst when He led them throubk tleserts; He
caused the waters to flow from the rock for thera;dtso split the
rock, and the waters gushed out.” Isaiah 48:21

From the broken body of Jesus Christ flows ourihgalFrom
His shed blood there is cleansing from sin. Jedasth on the
Cross is the mould or template of the Christiag. I©ur lives must
be poured into that mould. Like molten steel intoauld.

When we know the death of Christ, the breaking isfbddy in
us, we will also experience His rivers of lifewlas after Paul had
personally experienced his death in Christ, thatdwdd speak of
the life of Christ.

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longémwho live, but

Christ who lives in me; and the life | now livetire flesh I live by

faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave difnfisr me.”
Galatians 2:20

We must allow the Lord to break us, to bring deatbur own
will and desires. When this happens we want tata bbedient to
God. His will becomes our life beat. His purpose aaily bread.

It is only through this breaking of our stubborrmasd fleshly
activities that Jesus Christ will be glorified irurolives. Jesus
taught this principle to His disciples. It was otilyough His death
that the Father could be glorified. We will onlyragy glory to Jesus
and bear much fruit in His eternal Kingdom, when die to self
and live for Him.

“And Jesus answered them, "The hour has come ®rSbn of
man to be glorified. Truly, truly, | say to you,less a grain of
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remainsr&pbut if it dies, it
bears much fruit. He who loves his life loses iitd &e who hates
his life in this world will keep it for eternal &f If any one serves
me, he must follow me; and where | am, there shglservant be
also; if any one serves me, the Father will honon.H'Now is my
soul troubled. And what shall | say? 'Father, same from this
hour'? No, for this purpose | have come to this rhdtather,
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glorify thy name." Then a voice came from heavdnhdve
glorified it, and | will glorify it again." John 12:23-28

Loving Jesus

The motivation to live a holy life comes from owvé for
Jesus. A will that has been surrendered in lovetor_ord.
“By this we know that we love the children of Gadhen we love
God and obey his commandments.” 1John 5:2

“For this is the love of God, that we keep his commdments. And
his commandments are not burdensome.” 1 John 5:3

“And this is love, that we follow his commandmeritss is the
commandment, as you have heard from the begintivag, you
follow love.” 2 John 1:6

When we are born again the Spirit of God enters leart,
giving us new desires. The Holy Spirit causes adeee for Jesus
and a hate of sin. We experience a change of desh@lly desires
are fundamental to personal holiness. It is therelés please God
and live a pure life that will lead us to repen&rand a changed
life. While a person continues to satisfy fleshbsiles, there will
be little change in conduct.

“But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no wiown for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.” Romans 13:14

How can we know if we are surrendered to God?
An indication of our surrender to God is our ati¢# towards
people and authority. If we joyfully and diligen#grve others, and
particularly those in authority, we are on the tighth to serving
God. If we cannot serve what we see, how can wegeod who
is invisible.
“If any one says, "l love God," and hates his beathhe is a liar;
for he who does not love his brother whom he has,seannot
love God whom he has not seen. And this commandmgehtive
from him, that he who loves God should love highHaoalso.”
1 John 4:20-21

"He who is faithful in a very little is faithful &b in much; and he
who is dishonest in a very little is dishonest dtsanuch. If then
you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammdo will

entrust to you the true riches? And if you havebesn faithful in
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that which is another's, who will give you that @hiis your
own?” Luke 16:10-12

Next time someone asks you to do something, justitd
joyfully and wholeheartedly. Don’t say | haven'imi, its not
convenient, its not my ministry or calling, its rfatr, its someone
else’s job, I'm already too busy, Jim isn’t doingything let him
do it. Just do it joyfully and diligently. And yodreavenly Father
will reward you. If we learn to joyfully serve pdepwe are on the
right track to learning to joyfully obey the Father
“If anyone wants to sue you and take away yourduleit him have
your cloak also. And whoever compels you to goroite go with
him two. Give to him who asks you, and from him wiaots to
borrow from you do not turn away.” Matthew 6:40-42
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The Servant of God

The Master

To really understand our role as servants of §hwe must
first appreciate the authority of the Master. Jesitisn referred to
Himself as the Master. His disciples and the sieked Him
Master. Jesus was Master of every situation. He Master over
demons, sickness, storms, His enemies, and thedsrdw every
situation we see Jesus taking command. Everyoneirwawe of
the authority of the Master. Jesus said to Hisipliss:
“Neither be called masters, for you have one Mastiee Christ.”

Matthew 23:10

“Masters, treat your slaves justly and fairly, kmog that you
also have a Master in heaven.” Colossians 4:1

“But false prophets also arose among the peopigt, s there will
be false teachers among you, who will secretlygonmdestructive
heresies, even denying the Master who bought thenging upon
themselves swift destruction.” 2 Peter 2:1

The authority of Jesus

Throughout the New Testament we see the authofigesus.
He commanded the attention of crowds of peopleplRewere
astounded at such authority in His teaching. Wit tsame
confidence He cast out demons and healed the\8litk. authority
He taught the crowds and healed their sick.
“And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilded he was
teaching them on the sabbath; and they were adiedist his
teaching, for his word was with authority. And hetsynagogue
there was a man who had the spirit of an uncleamate and he
cried out with a loud voice, "Ah! What have youdm with us,
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us@w kvho you
are, the Holy One of God." But Jesus rebuked heging, "Be
silent, and come out of him!" And when the demahtheown him
down in the midst, he came out of him, having domeno harm.
And they were all amazed and said to one anoth&hdt is this
word? For with authority and power he commands timelean
spirits, and they come out." Luke 4:31-36
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It is truly amazing the authority that Jesus esedt He
commanded even the wind and the waves to be still.
“And a great storm of wind arose, and the wavestheto the
boat, so that the boat was already filling. Butvaas in the stern,
asleep on the cushion; and they woke him and saicim,
"Teacher, do you not care if we perish?" And he levand
rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, "Peace! tHE &\nd the
wind ceased, and there was a great calm. He saithém, "Why
are you afraid? Have you no faith?" And they wdied with awe,
and said to one another, "Who then is this, thanewind and sea
obey him?" Mark 4:37-41

Jesus claimed to have received His authority fi@od the
Father. Only God can forgive sins. Yet Jesus foeghe sins of a
paralytic man. Jesus was God incarnate. The satherdy that
His Father had He also demonstrated.

“Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, "Younsiare forgiven,'
or to say, 'Rise, take up your pallet and walkz Biat you may
know that the Son of man has authority on eartfotgive sins" --
he said to the paralytic-- "l say to you, rise,aakp your pallet and
go home." And he rose, and immediately took upptiket and
went out before them all; so that they were all aeth and
glorified God, saying, "We never saw anything tikis!"

Mark 2:9-12

The authority of the Father

Jesus did nothing of His own authority. He spoké acted on
the authority of His heavenly Father.

“So Jesus said, "When you have lifted up the Sanaof, then you
will know that | am he, and that | do nothing on awn authority
but speak thus as the Father taught me. And hesehbme is with
me; he has not left me alone, for | always do whaileasing to
him." John 8:28-29

“For | have not spoken on my own authority; the f&twho sent
me has himself given me commandment what to sayhatto
speak. And | know that his commandment is eterfeal \Vhat |
say, therefore, | say as the Father has bidden rdelin 12:49-50

“Do you not believe that | am in the Father and trether in me?
The words that | say to you | do not speak on my authority;
but the Father who dwells in me does his works.” John 14:10
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Jesus is now seated at the right hand of the Fatheeavenly
places. It is not just that He has authority, hatttHe is above all
rule, authority, power, and influence. He is th@®me authority
who rules the universe. He is worthy that we shaddre Him.
His authority calls forth our total respect. Whatravilege to serve
the only true God who rules the universe.

“... which he accomplished in Christ when he rai$aéah from the
dead and made him sit at his right hand in the lee§vplaces, far
above all rule and authority and power and dominiand above
every name that is named, not only in this agedsd in that
which is to come; and he has put all things undsrféet and has
made him the head over all things for the churchijctv is his
body, the fulness of him who fills all in all.” Ephesians 1:20-23

“For in him the whole fulness of deity dwells bgd&nd you have
come to fulness of life in him, who is the headlbfrule and
authority.” Colossians 2:9-10

Divine Authority

God wants to bless us. In fact He commands ardeguis into
blessing. As we obey what He tells us then we wdlk in His
favor. We are His servants, He is the Master. His tes to do
things because He knows it is for the best. As wegeader
absolutely to His will, then we will know His mighblessing. We
are simply servants of the Most High God.

There was a Roman centurion who understood tmeiple of
authority. As a commander he was both under authand had
authority over others. He would give orders to émddiers and
slaves and they obeyed.

“For | am a man set under authority, with soldiensder me: and |
say to one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to another, ‘€orend he
comes; and to my slave, 'Do this,' and he does it." Luke 7:8

The Centurion recognized the authority of JesusisChHe
knew that all Jesus had to do was to say the woddhés slave
would be healed.

"Lord, do not trouble yourself, for | am not wortlhy have you
come under my roof; therefore | did not presumedme to you.
But say the word, and let my servant be healed.” Luke 7:6-7
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The Centurion realized the authority of Jesushbieored that
authority. He said he wasn’'t worthy for the Lordewter into his
house. He had the faith to believe that a word fdasus was all
that was necessary for healing to flow. Jesus camlet the man
for his faith.

“When Jesus heard this he marveled at him, andetirand said
to the multitude that followed him, "I tell you,treven in Israel
have | found such faith." And when those who haenbsent
returned to the house, they found the slave well.” Luke 7:9-10

Like the Centurion we also need to honour the aitthof
Jesus. Believing that Jesus is the King of King$ laord of Lords
with complete authority in heaven and earth.

He is clothed in authority and has given us His m@mnds
through the Scriptures. He has commanded us teipitbe Word,
to heal the sick, to cast out demons, to make glesj and to love
one another. He also directs us personally by iy Bpirit.

We are simply to obey the Master's commands. Wherlavso
then faith will rise in our hearts. The Anointingdaauthority of
God will come upon us, and we shall know God’s pov&od’s
blessing shall be released as we totally subniitite. We are His
servants called to serve and obey the Master.

Many times in meetings | have seen how God works in
marvelous ways if | will step out in faith and obldym. Often the
Lord will give word of knowledge about sicknesdave seen the
Lord healing the blind, deaf, lame, and mute, sinipt following
His directions. All the glory be to God.

In one meeting the Lord gave me a vision of a helgve
waterfall. | understood that the Master wantedaptize people in
the Holy Spirit. He was showing me this through thsion. |
shared the vision and four people came forwardHerbaptism in
the Holy Spirit. They all received the qift of targs and one
person particularly was mightily touched. Jesusus Master and
He wants us to obey Him completely. When we dohgobiessing
will flow.

In hearing God we do not always get it right. Somes we
think that He is speaking but it is just our owragmation or some
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other influence. Always check with the Word of Galle also
need the help of others who are more mature irthimgs of the
Lord. Others can help us to correctly discern tbedls voice and
avoid going into self-deception which can lead i&cduragement
and confusion.

A blind man receives His sight

Time and again we see this principle of simple dodyece
releasing the power of God. Jesus commanded d bian to go
wash in the pool of Siloam. The man simply obeyad aas
completely healed! Blind from birth he suddenlyaied his sight.
What amazing things would happen if we each wouldyoGod
without excuses.
“As he passed by, he saw a man blind from his bi&hd his
disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this mahi® parents,
that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "It wastimat this man
sinned, or his parents, but that the works of Gadghinbe made
manifest in him. We must work the works of him séot me,
while it is day; night comes, when no one can wéiklong as |
am in the world, 1 am the light of the world." As kaid this, he
spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle amointed the
man's eyes with the clay, saying to him, "Go, wasthe pool of
Siloam" (which means Sent). So he went and washddcame
back seeing.” John 9:1-7

A miraculous catch of fish

There are times when the Lord directs us to do sang and
we think we know better. Our natural mind wantsatgue and
make all sorts of excuses and reasons why we shiodld it. We
see this with Simon Peter. Here was an experiefisieerman who
had fished all night and caught nothing. He cowgenreasoned
away Jesus’ command. But Peter obeyed the Master.

The result was that they caught so many fish thair tnets
began to break. They needed help to pull the heatgh in. Even
the boats began to sink. Peter experienced thiat greracle
because he humbled himself before the Master aageab Surely
we would see great things happen in our lives ifweee obedient
to the Master.

“And when he had ceased speaking, he said to SiRohout into
the deep and let down your nets for a catch." Antb8 answered,
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"Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! Battyour word |
will let down the nets." And when they had dong, ttiey enclosed
a great shoal of fish; and as their nets were bmegk they
beckoned to their partners in the other boat to eocamd help
them. And they came and filled both the boatshabthey began
to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell dawdesus' knees,
saying, "Depart from me, for | am a sinful man, @d." For he
was astonished, and all that were with him, at tlaéch of fish
which they had taken;” Luke 5:4-9

‘We are all servants of the Master

We are all servants of Jesus Christ no matter whaministry
or calling in life. The apostles called themselgesvants or slaves
of Jesus Christ. (Romans 1:1,9; Titus 1:1; 2 PetEx. When Paul
was called by Jesus on the road to Damascus, hecaliasl to
serve (Acts 26:13-18Ministry is not about position, but about
serving the Master.

Jesus the Master, the Son of God, Saviour of theld\&aid
that He had come not to be served, but to servet@0a25-28;
Phil.2:1-16). He was both Master and Servant atstime time,
because His authority came from above. He had dorobey His
Father, and to serve the world. Likewise we alseehauthority,
but it is delegated to us from above. We use othraaity in Christ,
to serve Him and to serve others.

When the Master, Jesus, comes again, He will bking for
faithful servants (Luke 12:35-40). He is not gotngoe impressed
by our position or type of ministry. He will be lkiag to see
whether we were obedient and faithful to His comdsan

In 1978 the Lord called me into full-time ministrifhree
people came to me separately and said the Lorccalled me. |
went back home and prayed in my bedroom. | saithéolLord:
“Lord | know that the ministry isn’t going to be 8a Show me
from your Word.” The Lord spoke in my spirit thelB? reference
1 Peter 5:2. | looked it up not knowing what | wabdind. But the
Lord confirmed His calling through the Scriptur@€hd the flock
of God that is your charge...” | wanted to be atdoat the time. It
wasn’t that | wanted power and influence in therchul was a
young lad who having heard the voice of the Masi®s obedient
to His call.
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We are all servants of the Most High God, no nnattieat our
calling or type of ministry. A pastor is not greatthan an
evangelist, a prophet is not greater than a pastogpostle is not
greater than a prophet. It doesn’t matter whaingjt we have. We
all are called to use our gifts in service to thaskér.

Listening & obeying the Master

Every servant must wait and listen to the Mast¥hen we
hear His command then we can step out in obediandefaith.
When | was a teenager my ambition was to be a greacher like
Billy Graham. | am beginning to realize that outyoambition in
life is to please the Master. What pleases Himhemwait before
Him, hear His voice and obey Him.

Consecrated to serve

We are consecrated to God, washed and purifietthdyBlood
of Jesus, that we might serve the living God. (ldelsr9:14). God
has a purpose for every Christian. He calls usdbér service. He
has work for each of us to do. The Master expest® work hard,
and be diligent in serving Him. He wants us to &i¢hful, reliable
and fruitful in every good work (Matthew 25:13-21).
“If any one purifies himself from what is ignobteen he will be a
vessel for noble use, consecrated and useful tanthster of the
house, ready for any good work.” 2 Timothy 2:21

FHow can we serve?
There are specific things that the Word commargifoudo.
Here are some of these commands:
Love God and love one another
Pray constantly
Find ways of serving one another.
Be generous. Give and it will be given to you.
Be a witness to others of the Lord. Share what Gasl done
for you. Lead people to the Saviour.
» Live a godly life.
» Be faithful in the things that God has given youlty and He
will give you more.

YVVVY
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Set apart

Sanctification

The primary meaning of sanctification is “dedioati
consecration, or setting apart for some specifit laoly use.? In
the Old Testament we see how things were set &patte Lord’s
service. For example: a house (Lev.27:14), a fije&V 27:16), the
first born (Ex. 13:2), and the temple vessels (2.(29:19).
Likewise the Christian is set apart for the Lordésvice, to bring
Him glory in His life.

When a person is born again he has been choseondyGive
for Him. In this sense He has been sanctified,catiéd a “saint”.
“And that is what some of you were. But you werehea, you
were sanctified, you were justified in the namehef Lord Jesus
Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 1 Corinthians 6:11

“To the church of God in Corinth, to those saneiifiin Christ
Jesus and called to be holy, together with all ¢heserywhere
who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ...”
1 Corinthians 1:2

The secondary meaning of sanctification is the gsscof
cleansing, becoming holy. It is like a gardenemganto a garage
sale and buying an old rusty wrought iron park lbedte bench is
set apart for his garden — “positional sanctifizati But then it
must be cleaned and painted to be useful, whishnstification as
a process.

The process of being cleaned up

The garden seat must be cleaned up before beswggin the
garden, otherwise it would be an eyesore, instehdbeing
attractive. So also the Christian after his conearsust enter into
deep repentance, cleansing, and be set free ofrdenmbluences
if he is to be useful in the Kingdom of God. Peopleo take up
ministry positions in the church, without first werdoing the
cleansing work of the Holy Spirit, can cause sesidamage to the
church and its testimony.

2 Foundations of Pentecostal Theology. By Duffieid &an Cleave. Pg. 237
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Holiness is God at work in us. Holiness is not siing we
can do, but what God does in us. This happensédyamsforming
work of the Holy Spirit. When we trust in our owrffaets
(religion) to be holy, we are trying to fulfil tHaw, which no one
can do. The result is feelings of frustration, gudhame, and
condemnation. It must be God'’s grace (power) waykiithin us,
changing us.

Very important to gaining victory over sin in ouvds is to
confess it. We are to recognize our sin and noterdefit.
Concealing sin will be a curse in our lives, butd@omercy and
blessing are released through as we confess it.

“He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but evieo
confesses and renounces them finds mercy.” Proverbs 28:13

Sanctification is the fruit of our faith

A changed life is the follow on from a genuinettiain Jesus
Christ. Its like a car pulling a trailer. We codlllen faith to the
car, and a changed life to the trailer. The traiemply follows the
car. In the same way godliness and good works falilbw faith.
We are not saved by our good works and godly living

Good works follows faith. Our salvation comes thgbdaith in
Jesus Christ and His work upon the Cross. He taoksms and
has given us the free gift of righteousness. Noat the believe,
we follow Him in obedience.

“For by grace you have been saved through faithd &nis is not
your own doing, it is the gift of God - not becaudenorks, lest
any man should boast. For we are his workmanshigated in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God preparedtadfand, that
we should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:8-10

Two types of sin:

e Sins of commission are sins that we do, such as gossip,
swearing or stealing. These sins could be dividetb ithe
following categories:

% Unbelief in Jesus Christ,

¢ The body — sexual sin,

« The tongue - e.g. lying,

% The occult and witchcraft,

+ Rebellion against authority — e.g. against parentsachers,
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3

%

Sects and world religions,

Obsessions and addictions,

Work place sins — e.g. corruption, sloppy work,
Sins against the Holy Spirit,

Marriage and family sins — e.g. domestic violence,
Sins of the heart — e.g. pride.

3

%

3

%

3

%

3

%

3

%

« Sin of omission involve the neglect of one’s Christian
responsibilities. These include:
+ Marital responsibilities to one’s spouse — inclydifmancial
provision, loving care, fulfilling one’s sexual aiption in the
marriage.
+« Family responsibility — materially providing for eis family;
responsibility to love your children, Biblically struct them, love
them, pray for them, and discipline them.
« Caring for the disadvantaged — visiting the sickdows,
orphans, and the elderly, being generous to the poo
+«» Commitment to world missions and the spread ofGbspel as
set forth in the Great Commission.
+«+ Financial support of the Lord’s work.
+« Obedience to the personal direction of the HolyriSp our
lives.
+« Being active in the Body of Christ. Each of us eshave a
ministry that builds up the Body of Christ.
« The choice to walk by faith and not live in feaQuitt or
negativity.

Divine provisions for sanctification:

We have already talked about the three great “w#eg’ that
the Lord has given for our sanctification: the waté the Word,
the oil of the Holy Spirit, and the Blood of JesGrist . The
Scriptures also speaks of the church in our fownatirhe Lord
will use others in the church to help us see ouws,sbring
correction and encourage us in our walk with thedLo

Those in leadership have responsibility before Go@&nsure
order and godliness in the church.
“Obey your leaders and submit to them; for they &eeping
watch over your souls, as men who will have to giseount. Let
them do this joyfully, and not sadly, for that wbwe of no
advantage to you.” Hebrews 13:7
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“Him we proclaim, warning every man and teachin@mvman in
all wisdom, that we may present every man matufzhinst.”
Colossians 1:28
“As for those who persist in sin, rebuke themha presence of
all, so that the rest may stand in fear.” 1 Timothy 5:20

We are each to submit to one another. In this waycan be
open to what the Lord would say to us through tbdyBof Christ.
God may well choose to use our brother or sistahéLord to
bring us to repentance.

“If any one refuses to obey what we say in thigetetnote that
man, and have nothing to do with him, that he mayashamed.
Do not look on him as an enemy, but warn him aso¢her.”

2 Thessalonians 3:14-15
“Take heed to yourselves; if your brother sins,uled him, and if
he repents, forgive him;” Luke 17:3
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Overcoming temptation

‘Wrong desires precede temptation

Virtually every sin committed is preceded by a mgalesire. In
fact dwelling on ungodly desires is sin. Satan wlace
temptations in our way according to these desBatan draws out
from us the evil that is already in our hearts. Wd to be so
careful about our heart motives. The Scripture shgsour heart is
not to be trusted. For example, the greedy tendtoworruption.
The lustful to sexual sin. The hateful to revengd @olence.
“But those whaq desire to be rich fall into temptatj into a snare,
into many senseless and hurtful desires that plunge into ruin
and destruction.” 1 Timothy 6:9

David and Bathsheba

David fell into temptation and sin in part becalsewas not
occupied. He stayed at home instead of going ouiattie. Sin
often occurs when we are not busy with Kingdom wadhkile
David was roaming his palace he saw Bathshebarzpthide.
David took “the second look”, instead of turning leyes away. He
allowed his lustful desire to take hold of him. Lisad him into
adultery and then the murder of Uriah. The consecgi®f his sin
was that God took the life of his son.
“In the spring of the year, the time when kingsfgah to battle,
David sent Joab, and his servants with him, andisthel; and
they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged RabbahD8&wud
remained at Jerusalem. It happened, late one aftamn when
David arose from his couch and was walking uponrted of the
king's house, that he saw from the roof a womahibgt and the
woman was very beautiful. And David sent and ireglietbout the
woman. And one said, "Is not this Bathsheba, theghdeer of
Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" So David $enessengers,
and took her; and she came to him, and he lay hgth (Now she
was purifying herself from her uncleanness.) THenreturned to
her house.” 2 Samuel 11:1-4

Not defending sin
Right discernment releases us to make right choitles will
to resist temptation begins with the ability tol@dmething sin.
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But as long as we justify a sin, we will never halve will to resist
it. Why not call it what it is: SIN.

“But solid food is for the mature, for those whovbaheir faculties
trained by practice to distinguish good from evil.Hebrews 5:14

Often people don’t recognize their sins becauseom® ever
told them it was sin. As we identify our sins wer¢hen confess
them to God and receive forgiveness and peacealAbaarier in
recognizing sin is the way that we justify what eee

For example, some justify their anger by blaming tither
person — “It's their fault that I'm angry becausey.....". Others
justify pornography as “a personal diversion whddesn’t harm
anyone”. Others justify violence in marriage “besaut helps” in
some way. White lies are said to be “necessaryaetul”.

There is no end to the reasons we give to justifysins. Such
arguments become demonic fortresses of the mindnthat be
identified as unbiblical deceptions. True repengabegins when
we stop justifying our sin, and call it what it isin. Then the
cleansing work of the Blood of Jesus can begirsin u
“ Do you not know that the unrighteous will not erlt the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither the draim nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor sexual perverts, tioleves, nor the
greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor robberdlwnherit the
kingdom of God.” 1 Corinthians 6:9-10

The mature Christian identifies evil. He discerne difference
between sin and goodness. The immature Christianyea to
apply godly standards to his life, and still isrig by the standards
of the world.

“ (Solomon asked of God...) Give thy servant theeefan
understanding mind to govern thy people, that | ndiscern
between good and evil; for who is able to govers thy great
people?” 1 Kings 3:9

The Word of God warns us about sin and its consempse
Furthermore when used by the Holy Spirit the Sargd have the
power to discern those sins that are hidden evam furselves.
This type of deep heart repentance comes to thésehave the
humility to be corrected whether by God or by oshek proud
person has never been broken by deep repentance.
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“... the ordinances of the LORD are true, and righais altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, even muok fjold;
sweeter also than honey and drippings of the hamajc
Moreover by them is thy servant warned; in keepimegn there is
great reward. Who can discern his errors? Clearuhme from
hidden faults.” Psalm 19:9-11

“The wisdom of a prudent man is to discern his wayt, the folly
of fools is deceiving.” Proverbs 14:8

One who honors an idol or image is an example péfgson
living in ignorance of God'’s expectations of thesnatorship Him.
He has no spiritual discernment.

“They know not, nor do they discern; for he hastgheir eyes, so
that they cannot see, and their minds, so that thapnot

understand. 19 No one considers, nor is there kedgéd or
discernment to say, "Half of it | burned in theefil also baked
bread on its coals, | roasted flesh and have eaa@d; shall | make
the residue of it an abomination? Shall | fall dolefore a block
of wood?" Isaiah 44:18-19

Joseph deals with temptation

In the story of Joseph and Potiphar’s wife we sew twve can
overcome temptation. Joseph was working as an eseis the
house with all the workers under his command. Patigrusted
Joseph completely. Potiphar's wife sees that Joseplandsome
and begins to seduce him to lie with her. Much loatearned from
the way that Joseph as a young man dealt withethetation.
» First, he simply refuses to give in. He made upnhiisd that he
would not sin. We all have a choice, a will, lat'se it!

» Second, he openly states why it is a vow then can | do this
great wickedness, and sin against God?”

“And after a time his master's wife cast her eypsruJoseph, and
said, "Lie with me." 8 But he refused and saithivomaster's wife,
"Lo, having me my master has no concern about amytim the

house, and he has put everything that he has itang; 9 he is
not greater in this house than I am; nor has het keggk anything
from me except yourself, because you are his Wi, then can |
do this great wickedness, and sin against God?Genesis 39:7-9
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* Third, he chose not to listen to her. Don’t alloat&h to fill
your mind with temptations. Don’t watch and domstén to things
that could cause us to go down the path of sithdfinternet, or
the television, or an ungodly person is temptingtisn we need to
seriously deal with it. Cut off the friendship, cisnect from the
internet, and turn off the television.

* Fourth, run from temptation. If the temptation b@es too

intense to handle, then run from it.

“And although she spoke to Joseph day after daywbeld not

listen to her, to lie with her or to be with hed. But one day, when
he went into the house to do his work and nonéeften of the
house was there in the house, 12 she caught hihsbgarment,

saying, "Lie with me." But he left his garment ar hand, and fled
and got out of the house.” Genesis 39:10-12

Overcoming through the Word of God

The Word of God is a tremendous weapon that Godyhen
us against temptation. By reading it every day veeiastructed in
righteousness. We are equipped to deal with whateveptation
comes our way. A Christian who chooses not to f@adible is
like a soldier without armor. With the Word of Geg can cast
down the strongholds of the mind that would jussiiy and lure us
into temptation. We see how Jesus again and agaih the Word
of God to defeat Satan’s temptations.
“The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of Gadmmand this
stone to become bread.” And Jesus answered hing Written,
'Man shall not live by bread alone.™ Luke 4:3-4

“For though by this time you ought to be teache®) need some
one to teach you again the first principles of Gadord. You need
milk, not solid food; 13 for every one who livesmitk is unskilled
in the word of righteousness, for he is a childdebrews 5:12-13

Overcoming through prayer

The New Testament frequently exhorts us to prayhout
ceasing and to be alert. Through prayer we stay ahel therefore
are prepared for temptations. The prayerless @miss often
taken by surprise by temptations.
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“Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptatthe spirit
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." Matthew 26:41

“Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devdwds around
like a roaring lion, seeking some one to devour.” 1 Peter 5:8

Building defenses against temptation:

We each should be aware of our points of weaknsksye
Satan could effectively bring temptation. We shoaldid people
and places that would tempt us according to ouknesses. Here
are some examples:

» A husband should avoid intimate friendships withhest
women, or being alone with another woman to whomfdeds
drawn. And likewise for wives.

» People who have addictions should always avoid gydm
places where they will be tempted. An alcoholicidtiaavoid the
pub and bottle shops, a gambler should avoid tlemstaa
womanizer or a “party person” should avoid nightbd and
discos, a gossiper should avoid gossips.

» We need to guard our eyes and ears which are thrs dlo the
soul. If you see a pretty woman or a handsome naasipg by,
don’t look twice. Take care with what we watch o @nd the
internet, the books we read, and the music wenlisieWe have so
many ineffective, neutralized Christians becausg tire bound by
the influence of the internet, TV, computer/videangps, or their
mobile phone. So many marriages have been destribyedgh

internet pornography.

"| have made a covenant with my eyes; how therdddolok upon
a virgin? What would be my portion from God aboaad my
heritage from the Almighty on high? Does not catgriefall the
unrighteous, and disaster the workers of iniquity? Job 31:1-3

» Be accountable to others. A husband and wife shddd
accountable to one another. If the husband is rigetiexually
tempted towards pornography or is feeling drawnatals another
woman, he should normally tell his witeThen the couple can
pray together and support one another. Togethgrdae work out

3 If this is not possible, then the husband/wifeudtianake themselves accountable to someone else.
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a way of avoiding the temptation and dealing with\We can be
accountable to those in our home group.
“Be subject to one another out of reverence fori€itir

Ephesians 5:21
» Having a “mentor” is helpful, particularly for thesn ministry.
A mentor is someone whom we respect, and know that
confidentiality will be maintained. A mentor is @rpon to whom
we are accountable, who has permission to askiqunesegarding
our personal life. (And to whom we have agreed itee dnonest
answers). Or we may make ourselves accountablaitchome
group, or to a Christian friend.

The path of seduction

The following passage shows a young man seducedsint
The Holy Spirit calls to us not to be simple, busevin the way we
walk. Over thousands of years have passed sincpasage was
written and yet it is so pertinent to life today.
“For at the window of my house | have looked oubtigh my
lattice, and | have seen among the simple, | haregived among
the youths, a young man without sense, passinggdioa street
near her corner, taking the road to her house ia thilight, in the
evening, at the time of night and darkness. Ané lypman meets
him, dressed as a harlot, wily of heart. She idland wayward,
her feet do not stay at home; now in the streety mothe market,
and at every corner she lies in wait. She seizesdnd kisses him,
and with impudent face she says to him: "I hadftersacrifices,
and today | have paid my vows; so now | have conteécmmeet
you, to seek you eagerly, and | have found yoaverdecked my
couch with coverings, colored spreads of Egyptiaer; | have
perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamomé&;det us
take our fill of love till morning; let us deliglourselves with love.
For my husband is not at home; he has gone on @ jlaurney; he
took a bag of money with him; at full moon he wdime home."”
With much seductive speech she persuades him;heitlsmooth
talk she compels him. All at once he follows heraa ox goes to
the slaughter, or as a stag is caught fast till@now pierces its
entrails; as a bird rushes into a snare; he doeskmow that it will
cost him his life. And now, O sons, listen to nmel lae attentive to
the words of my mouth. Let not your heart turn aesm her ways,
do not stray into her paths; for many a victim tse laid low;
yea, all her slain are a mighty host.” Proverbs 7:6-26
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The Lord’s correction

Being a listener

Discipline is painful, but gets our attention! eikvhen you hit
your thumb with the hammer! Suddenly we pay attento what
we are doing.

God disciplines us because we fail to listen to Hamd
continue doing our own thing. If we hear and resptmnthe things
that God is saying to us we would save ourselMesat pain.

Pride and defensiveness are two reasons why petipid
listen. When people are defensive they turn ofimfrhearing
others. A defensive person is unbalanced, alwaygimg praise
without correction. Someone may have a construcorement to
make, but a defensive person can't receive it sxaof his
insecurities or woundedness.

When someone says something to him he takes ibmpeiy.
He may have been wounded before by verbal attariche puts
up a shield even against those who love him. He tomself of
the love and correction that others would offer.ddeoses to take
offense. Offense is a self-inflicted wound.

God will seek to bring us to personal wholenesough
discipline. He disciplines us so that we are fargly good
listeners, and open to correction.

Pride is another reason why we fail to listen tad@o others.
For example “Bob” had recently been given an old foa his
pastoral ministry, and he was so appreciative .of &, Bob was
driving around town for weeks with a low oil reaginHis son,
John repeatedly warned him that the car oil was But Bob was
so focused on his own stuff that he wasn't openlidtening.
Anyway he thought he knew his car well, and who Wwasson to
be giving him advice!

Eventually the lack of oil severely damaged theimaigNo
longer would the car take him where he needed tBgb was so
distressed that he had wrecked the car that haal ¢ieen to him,
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all because he didn't listen. Through this situat®od showed
him his pride, and inability to hear others. Godesugainful
experiences to teach us to walk humbly.

Pride goes before the fall

When we are proud, we become deaf to advice oecion
(from God or others). We are so focused on our aeas and
plans that we are unable to take on board sometiemg About
the only thing that will bring about change is tran of discipline.
We see in Scripture how God uses discipline tolbrgathe hard
ground of pride and rebellion, so that there mighting up
repentance, humility, and godliness.
“Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty $poafore a fall.”

Proverbs 16:18

The prophet Daniel was called to interpret a drednKing
Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel told the king that he wéagcome insane
for seven years, eating grass like an ox. Unlesspented of his
pride, God’s judgement was about to fall. God’spmse was that
the king would humbly acknowledge the supreme attthof God
over the nations - even a king’s position comemffaod.

Daniel gives the following advice to the king:
“Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptablgdo; break off
your sins by practicing righteousness, and youmuities by
showing mercy to the oppressed, that there mayapsribe a
lengthening of your tranquillity.” Daniel 4:27

Despite the warning of the dream and Daniel's agvic
Nebuchadnezzar stubbornly continued in his pride r@fuses to
listen to the Lord. Pride always comes before tile f
“... and the king said, "Is not this great Babylavhich | have built
by my mighty power as a royal residence and forgloey of my
majesty?" While the words were still in the kingisuth, there fell
a voice from heaven, "O King Nebuchadnezzar, toityguspoken:
The kingdom has departed from you, and you shatirtven from
among men, and your dwelling shall be with the tseakthe field;
and you shall be made to eat grass like an ox; sewkn times
shall pass over you, until you have learned tha khost High
rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom hB." wi
Immediately the word was fulfilled upon NebuchadaezHe was
driven from among men, and ate grass like an oxl, lais body
was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair gresM@ng as eagles’
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feathers, and his nails were like birds' claws.” Daniel 4:30-34

After the seven years of insanity, Nebuchadnegzarind is
healed and his position is restored. After thigilher period of
judgement, he confesses:

“Now |, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and hather King of
heaven; for all his works are right and his ways @rst; and those
who walk in pride he is able to abase.” Daniel 4:37

There are numerous Bible stories like this ones & dangerous
thing to continue in pride, reject the Lord’s vai@nd refuse His
correction. The discipline of the Lord is often faore painful than
people realize. God wants us to walk humbly beféfien,
producing the fruit of righteousness.

The Scriptures correct us

The Lord has given us His Word to correct us. If are
sensitive to the Holy Spirit, He will speak to usraugh the
Scriptures and cause us to repent. In the Wordewelse right path
to take. If we respond to the Lord we save ourselvem more
painful types of divine discipline.
"All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for deiag,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,that the man
of God may be thoroughly equipped for every gookyo

2 Timothy 3:16-17

“Preach the Word; be prepared in season and outseéson;
correct, rebuke and encourage--with great patieacel careful
instruction.” 2 Timothy 4:2

God’s discipline is a sign of our sonship

The Father disciplines us because He loves us. i&eHs
children and He cares enough about us to turnam fsur own
ways. Correction is a sign of love. Just as we iglise our
children for their good. The goal of disciplinerepentance and a
changed life. If God didn’t discipline and correct we probably
wouldn’t change. When the Lord is working on ughis way, we
are to submit to Him. In this way we can quicklare the heart
lessons.
“It is good for me that | was afflicted, that | nhglearn thy
statutes.” Psalm 119:71
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“My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline omgmary of his
reproof, for the LORD reproves him whom he lovesa &ather the
son in whom he delights.” Proverbs 3:11-12

“And have you forgotten the exhortation which addes you as
sons? --"My son, do not regard lightly the disagliof the Lord,
nor lose courage when you are punished by him.@ tlie Lord
disciplines him whom he loves, and chastises esenywhom he
receives." 7 It is for discipline that you have éndure. God is
treating you as sons; for what son is there whomfather does
not discipline? ... For the moment all disciplineess painful
rather than pleasant; later it yields the peaceffruit of
righteousness to those who have been trained by it.

Hebrews 12:5-7, 11

Broken by God

God can only flow through broken vessels. Whilease proud
and self-reliant, God cannot use us. We need tikbelay in the
hands of the potter. Many Christian tell of expeces of being
broken by God. Truly it is an experience of thesstowhere we
experience a dying to the old self, and a breakorth of the
beauty of Christ in our lives. Brokeness is wherdGeals with
our stubbornness, ungodly character and attituades areas of our
life that we have held back from Him.

Being broken by God is a life changing event. Asech an
experience the Christian is far more fruitful ire tkingdom of God
than previously. As an old chorus says:

“Spirit of the Living God fall afresh on me.
Break me, melt me, mould me, make me.
Spirit of the Living God fall afresh on me.”

“Prepare it with oil on a griddle; bring it well-mied and present
the grain offering brokein pieces as an aroma pleasing to the
LORD.” Leviticus 6:21
"Blessed is the man whom God corrects; so do nepide the
discipline of the Almightyror he wounds, but he also binds up; he
injures, but his hands also heal.” Job 5:17-18

A change of direction
Discipline acts to change our direction, like airtrghat is
switched from one track to another. It is the pafiiscipline that
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gets our attention causing us to listen to God. Wilke heed God'’s
discipline we change the way we are going. We changm a

path that brings death to areas of our life, to ay what brings
abundant life.

“For these commands are a lamp, this teaching Iglt, and the
corrections of discipline are the way to life...” Proverbs 6:23

A heart of wisdom

The wisdom that flows through the heart may onlygaeed
through correction and discipline. While the mindaymlearn
through instruction, often the heart only learn®tigh experience.
We call it heart wisdom. Discipline is an experienthat can
change the flow of the heart. This is so importsit is from the
heart that flows our behavior, words and attitudie&od can train
our heart through discipline it will change our Wéaevay of life:
the way we relate to people, our inner thoughts, adecisions.
Proverbs 29:15 says that correction imparts wisdom.

If we harden our heart against the Lord, and refageke Him
seriously we may come under a curse, or His judgnigns may
take the form of accidents, sickness, poverty, anegd
unfruitfulness, etc.

“If in spite of these things you do not accept noyrection but
continue to be hostile toward me, | myself willHmstile toward
you and will afflict you for your sins seven tinoeer.”

Leviticus 26:23-24
“He who ignores discipline comes to poverty andisb, but
whoever heeds correction is honored.” Proverbs 13:18

Given that God is merciful and patient with us,uase would
occur only after we have continually been unrespenso His
correction.

“At the end of your life you will groan, when yoilesh and body
are spent. You will say, "How | hated disciplinebwd my heart
spurned correction! | would not obey my teacherdisien to my
instructors. | have come to the brink of utter rumthe midst of
the whole assembly." Proverbs 5:11-14



A living sacrifice 94

The Flesh

The flesh: its passions and desires

What characterizes the flesh is ungodly desire. Bilde
describes these fleshly desires as passions atxd Tugey are like
driving impulses or forces pushing us to sin angaatly behavior.
“For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesand the lust of the
eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father ibwof the world.”

1 John 2:16
“And those who belong to Christ Jesus have credifihe flesh
with its passions and desires.” Galatians 5:24

These fleshly urges are always marked by a ladelffcontrol.
Like the urge to gossip (“I've just got to tell yadl), the eruption
of anger and violence, uncontrolled sexual desiwbih lead to
pornography, fornication and adultery, the impuisegamble or
steal, the desire to make cutting and sarcasticanen the
addictive impulse to watch TV & videos, play comgrugames, to
be riveted to the internet, read magazines andisove

We all do things out of impulse. Esau arriving hoafter a
hunting trip, smells his brothers lentil stew, Beovercome by his
hunger, and in a moment of impulse exchanges hnikright as
first born son for a plate of stew. For most of lifis he lived in
bitter regret.

“(See to it) that no one be immoral or irreligiolike Esau, who
sold his birthright for a single meal. For you knéat afterward,
when he desired to inherit the blessing, he wasctefl, for he
found no chance to repent, though he sought it wetars.”
Hebrews 12:15-17
“Once when Jacob was boiling pottage, Esau cam&om the
field, and he was famished. And Esau said to Jadadt, me eat
some of that red pottage, for | am famished!" (Efigre his name
was called Edom.) Jacob said, "First sell me youthbight."
Esau said, "I am about to die; of what use is aHright to me?"
Jacob said, "Swear to me first." So he swore to, laind sold his
birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread paottage of
lentils, and he ate and drank, and rose and westvay. Thus
Esau despised his birthright.” Genesis 25:29-34
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How many spend years in prison, or are sitting eatla row
today because of an irrational impulsive act, likeirdering a
loved one out of a drunken fit of rage.

The flesh vs. the Spirit.

What the flesh wants is always in conflict to wiia¢ Holy
Spirit wants. Within us there are two conflictingsites, warring
with one another.

“For | know that nothing good dwells within me athis, in my
flesh. | can will what is right, but | cannot do Ror | do not do the
good | want, but the evil | do not want is whabld

Romans 7:18-19

On the one hand we desire to love and obey Godorydghe
other hand our old man seeks to please and sdiésBelf. The
impulses and desires of the flesh are directly spddo the desires
of the Spirit.

“But | say, walk by the Spirit, and do not gratifye desires of the
flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh are agaimstSpirit, and the
desires of the Spirit are against the flesh; fazsdt are opposed to
each other, to prevent you from doing what you ddul

Galatians 5:16-17
Demons and the flesh

There is a difference between demons and our fledgsire.
We cannot blame demons if we fall into temptatiowl &in. We
are responsible for giving in to our flesh. Demaiay on the
flesh, enhancing fleshly desires.

“These are waterless springs and mists driven Byoam; for them
the nether gloom of darkness has been reserve&of8uttering
loud boasts of folly, they entice with licentio@sgions of the flesh
men who have barely escaped from those who lieeran.”

2 Peter 2:17-18

An overhead projector enlarges the image of a panescy. If
lust is compared to an overhead transparency,dberons are the
overhead projector. Demons act to enlarge thingkeTaway the
transparency and there is no blown up image. Derptayson our
fleshly desires. If we control our fleshly desiree will deal a
powerful blow against the demons.

The key to victory over demons is self-control.f®eintrol is a
fruit of the Holy Spirit. It is God at work in ug\s well this the
Lord has given us His armor to protect us (see &phe 6:10-18).
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Dealing with the flesh

While demons are to be resisted, rebuked, and awdstYou
cannot cast out your flesh. Scripture says thatfish is to be
crucified. We are to turn away from our fleshly ides, repent of
them, and die to them. Instead of playing withuiias of lust,
greed, self-pity, rejection, or resentment, theseta be repented
of and shunned constantly.

Scripture says that we are not to set our mindtherthings of

the flesh. The more we dwell on these ungodly thtsithe bigger
the problem becomes for us.
“For those who live according to the flesh set thminds on the
things of the flesh, but those who live accordiaghe Spirit set
their minds on the things of the Spirit. To setriiad on the flesh
is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is difel peace. For the
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to Godtaés not submit to
God's law, indeed it cannot; and those who arehmftesh cannot
please God.” Romans 8:5-8

We are to shun the things of the flesh, and humger thirst
after God.
“But as for you, man of God, shun all this; aimraghteousness,
godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentlenesk.Timothy 6:11

“So shun youthful passions and aim at righteousnésth, love,
and peace, along with those who call upon the Lfooch a pure
heart.” 2 Timothy 2:22

Paul says that Christians who give free reign ® ftash act
more like animals slandering and backbiting totgetr own way,
that they end up destroying one another.

“But if you bite and devour one another take he®at tyou are not
consumed by one another. But | say, walk by thetSgmd do not
gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desiréshe flesh are
against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirg against the
flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to gmeyou from
doing what you would.” Galatians 5:15-17

The works of the flesh

It can be so helpful for someone to explain to hawsin is. If
we know what sin is we can confess it and know &argiveness
and peace.
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“Now the works of the flesh are clearly revealedyich are:

adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lustfulnesglatty, sorcery,
hatreds, fightings, jealousies, angers, rivalridsjisions, heresies,
envyings, murders, drunkennesses, wild parties, thimths like

these; of which | tell you beforehand, as | alswl $#efore, that the
ones practicing such things will not inherit thexggdom of God.”

Galatians 5:19-21(Green'’s Literal)
FORNICATION — sex outside of the marriage covenahether
homosexuality, fornication, or adultery.

IMPURITY — anything that falls short of the purityf God,
including swearing, pornography, unclean jokes.

IDOLATRY - good luck charms, anything or anyonenhom we
depend, instead of trusting God. Greed and the ¢dvaoney are
forms of idolatry.

SORCERY or witchcraft — is when we manipulate aapiberson
to do what we want. In its most developed form esqe will use
curses and demons to bring about ungodly purpéseexample a
girl who wants a young man to marry her, and mdaips him to
do so using the occult.

Sorcery as manipulation is not uncommon among Gdnis.
Some examples...
¢ Praying that people will conform to our wishes,rdpivhat we
want, rather than surrendering our will to Christihere is an
intercession that is ungodly.
+ Not attending church in order to get attention,osloers will
give us a call or visit us.
+ Exerting pressure on the church’s leadership tomiat we
want through ungodly means. For example:
* Withdrawal of one’s support unless we get what veatw“I’'m
not going to help out unless you do what | say.”
* Giving someone the cold shoulder, ignoring thenm, loa very
hurtful.
» Threatening to withhold one’s tithes & offerings,to leave the
church to alter a decision.
 Using a spiritual pretext to manipulate changeschSas
suggesting that our way of doing things will leaa greater
blessing and has divine approval.
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» Twisting the facts, making accusations, slanded aasting
blame in order to get the leadership to change @asida or
direction.

ENMITY

This refers to the workings of the flesh in our iGtan
relationships. Enmity is an unloving condition bétheart towards
others whether in holding of grudges (when we chdosdwell on
a hurtful memory), resentment or hatred. The ogpasienmity is
to love our brother or sister as Christ loved us.
“In this is love, not that we loved God but thatlbeed us and sent
his Son to be the expiation for our sins. Belove&od so loved
us, we also ought to love one another.” 1 John 4:10-11

STRIFE

Strife is when God’s children fight one anotherif8tis the
result of such things as:
» Sorcery where Christians try to manipulate one ot
» Gossip telling the truth for self-serving reasons.
» Slander twisting the truth or telling lies in order defame
someone.
» Jealousy of someone’s gifting, ministry, positionwealth.
» Dissension - where a person is disgruntled witddeship and
gathers others under his wing.

The result of the flesh

The result of giving in to fleshly desires is digyrand tension.
When we give in to the flesh we can clearly seenifgact in the
marriage, family, work place, or the church.
“If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by tBgirit. Let us have
no self-conceit, no provoking of one another, nayeof one
another.” Galatians 5:25-26

In what field are we sowing?

Sowing in the flesh will reap death in our livese\Wow in the
flesh by dwelling on fleshly stuff, by feeding oahges with
ungodly stuff. Listening to gossip, spending ourdiin things that
don’t please the Lord, wasting our time with magasi novels,
the TV, video, or computer, and giving in to jeadgwand anger.
Instead we are to occupy ourselves with Kingdomnass.
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“For he who sows to his own flesh will from thesh reap
corruption; but he who sows to the Spirit will frahe Spirit reap
eternal life.” Galatians 6:8

“While we were living in the flesh, our sinful passs, aroused by
the law, were at work in our members to bear ffoitdeath”
Romans 7:5

Sowing in the Spirit will reap eternal life. We samvthe Spirit
by investing our time in Kingdom pursuits — showinggrcy to
others, helping the poor, sharing the Gospel, pragading the
Scriptures, choosing to move in the fruits of thperi® Walking in
the Spirit leads us to peace in God, life, joy, dadmony with
others.

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peaceatgence, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-contigdjrest such there
is no law.” Galatians 5:22-23
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‘Wisdom from heaven

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge
Proverbs 1:7

The Fear of God

The fear of God is basic in obtaining wisdom. Téa of God
begins in our life with the decision to repent aadeive Christ as
our Saviour. It continues as a love for righteossnand a
repulsion or hate towards sin. The fear of the Lmeans to take
into account what God wants for us in any particalauation. It is
to be aware of His awesome holy Presence in oesJiwhen we
make decisions.

Having “the fear of God” does not mean living irafeof God
as an unmerciful judge. Rather the fear of God a®we love
God so much that we desire to obey him at all tintds to know
and do the will of God for each situation and decisthat we
make. As we consistently make godly decisions (@gto react in
anger, or not to lust in our hearts) we are thetking in God’s
wisdom, and we will know His abundant blessing.

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledmols
despise wisdom and instruction.” Proverbs 1:7

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdoamd the
knowledge of the Holy One is insight.” Proverbs 9:10

“The fear of the LORD is hatred of evil. Pride aadogance and
the way of evil and perverted speech | hate.” Proverbs 8:13

Worldly wisdom

The character of Christ is love, compassion, hiynipatience,
courage, righteousness, peace, and goodness. Shothia
character of Jesus will bless our marriage, homerkwand
neighbors.
“Likewise you wives, be submissive to your husbamsds that
some, though they do not obey the word, may bewithhout a
word by the behavior of their wives, when they ysm& reverent
and chaste behavior.” 1 Peter 3:1
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Worldly wisdom is selfish. According to the wisdoon this
world we have to look after ourselves and not puselves out for
others. Worldly wisdom treats others as objectsuioown selfish
ends. This is the opposite of what Jesus did orcitbes. Worldly
wisdom reveals itself in greed and selfishness.yMalnristians are
worldly and not spiritual. They desire what theg & advertising
and what their neighbor has. They are ready toeamgith other
Christians in order to achieve their purposes éndurch.

Envy, arguments, greed, and pride have a demonic Véhen
we act in this way we are like the animals thahffipr their food.
Seriously, if we choose to live like this we magdiGod as our
enemy.

“But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish amditiin your
hearts, do not boast and be false to the truths Wisdom is not
such as comes down from above, but is earthly, it

devilish. For where jealousy and selfish ambitioiisg there will
be disorder and every vile practice. But the wisdosm above is
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to readhof mercy and
good fruits, without uncertainty or insincerity.” James 3:14-17

“What causes wars, and what causes fighting amaup ys it not
your passions that are at war in your members? degire and do
not have; so you kill. And you covet and cannotiohtso you
fight and wage war. You do not have, because yowtlask. You
ask and do not receive, because you ask wronglgpénd it on
your passions.” James 4:1-3

Human wisdom is based on self-reliance and suffayein
one’s own resources. This leads to pride. Heavensgdom is
about acknowledging our insufficiency, and totgbeledency upon
God. This leads to humility.

“When pride comes, then comes disgrace; but wighitbmble is
wisdom.” Proverbs 11:2

The characteristics of a wise disciple:

» He has the capacity to listen to others. He is dpeoounsel
and instruction.

“The wise man also may hear and increase in leagniand the
man of understanding acquire skill...” Proverbs 1:5
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» He is open to correction in an attitude of humilile submits
to others.

“Poverty and disgrace come to him who ignores instion, but he
who heeds reproof is honored.” Proverbs 13:18

» He has control of his mouth. From his lips flow &isunsel.
“When words are many, transgression is not lackiogt he who
restrains his lips is prudent.” Proverbs 10:19

» He trusts in the Lord and doesn’t rely on his owmmian
judgement of situations.

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do nefyr on your
own insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, &medwill make
straight your paths. Be not wise in your own eyesar the LORD,
and turn away from evil.” Proverbs 3:5-7

» He searches for the wisdom and discernment that doom
God.

“Do not forget, and do not turn away from the woxfsmy mouth.
Get wisdom; get insight. Do not forsake her, anel sill keep you;
love her, and she will guard you.” Proverbs 4:5-6

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, wineg to all men
generously and without reproaching, and it will ¢pgen him. But
let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he wthoubts is like a
wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by timel.wkor that
person must not suppose that a double-minded nmestaloie in all
his ways, will receive anything from the Lord.”  James 1:5-7

» He seeks to know God'’s counsel and insight. Hestdied of
God’'s wisdom knowing that in so doing he will finglue
happiness.

“Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man \gbts
understanding. Long life is in her right hand; ierHeft hand are
riches and honor. Her ways are ways of pleasantress all her
paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those lafyndold of her;
those who hold her fast are called happy.Proverbs 3:13, 16-18

> He associates with wise and mature Christians.
“He who walks with wise men becomes wise, but tinepanion of
fools will suffer harnt Proverbs 13:20
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» He is faithful in his ministry in the Kingdom of @oHe is a
good steward of the gifts, ministry, and resoureeisusted to him
by the Father.

“Therefore you also must be ready; for the Son ahris coming
at an hour you do not expect. Who then is the fiditand wise
servant, whom his master has set over his housgtmlgive them
their food at the proper time? Blessed is that aetwhom his
master when he comes will find so doing. Trulyay ®© you, he
will set him over all his possessions.” Matthew 24:44-47

“..but in your hearts reverence Christ as Lord.walys be
prepared to make a defense to any one who callssy@ecount
for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gendss and
reverence..” 1 Peter 3:15
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Our body is God’s temple

“I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mescief God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy awteptable to
God, which is your spiritual worship.” Romans 12:1

Sanctifying our body to the Lord

Our body is to be used only for those things peediby the
Word of God. Our spirit, soul, and body are to leptkblameless
for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
“May the God of peace himself sanctify you whadlgd may your
spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blamsekgsthe
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls y®daithful, and
he will do it.” 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24

Notice how the Scripture also says that our spsutl and
body are to be kept “sound”. That is we have aaesibility to
look after ourselves, to maintain our health bothogonally,
spiritually, and physically. Good health has muchdbd with our
consecration. For example, drinking and smoking deaave
devastating effects on one’s health. Stress andywtamage the
whole person. These can result in emotional anahmggical
problems, as well health problems.

God’s purpose for our body

Here we will briefly look at some of the Biblicpurposes for
our body.
» To bring God glory. Our body was created to be His temple in
which God resides. Our body belongs to the Lord ianfibr the
glory of God. When we use our bodies for ungodlyppses, such
as sexual immorality, we defile God’s temple.
“The body is not meant for immorality, but for therd, and the
Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and wifo raise us
up by his power. Do you not know that your bodresraembers of
Christ? Shall | therefore take the members of Ghaisd make
them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you nowktieat he
who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one latty her? For,
as it is written, "The two shall become one fle®uit he who is
united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.rSimmorality.
Every other sin which a man commits is outsidebibay; but the
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immoral man sins against his own body. Do you maivk that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within yadhich you have
from God? You are not your own; you were boughh aitprice.
So glorify God in your body.” 1 Corinthians 6:13-20

» To show the life of Jesus

“For while we live we are always being given up death for
Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be estuf in our
mortal flesh.” 2 Corinthians 4:11

» To work. Honest work is a blessing from God. God wants us to
be productive and fruitful in this life.

“Remind them to be submissive to rulers and autles;i to be
obedient, to be ready for any honest work,” Titus 3:1

“For we hear that some of you are living in idleseganere
busybodies, not doing any work. Now such personsomemand
and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their kvor quietness
and to earn their own living. 13 Brethren, do netweary in well-
doing.” 2 Thessalonians 3:11-13

» To worship and praise Him. We can worship God by raising
our hands, clapping and dancing before Him. Butane also to
worship God with our bodies daily simply by doinhpar He wants
us to do.

“I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mescef God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy auteptable to
God, which is your spiritual worship.” Romans 12:1

Blessings for those who trust in the Lord...

Obedience to the Lord is healthy for us. The psslmrites
how the Lord is always before Him. He is abidingntoaually in
the Presence of God. He feels confident becausks Hasting in
God. He says: “I shall not be moved.” He enjoy®eomal health:
“my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices.” Becausetrust is in the
Lord he says: “my body also dwells secure.”. Higlypas not
diseased by stress and worry.

‘I keep the LORD always before me; because he imwatright
hand, | shall not be moved. Therefore my heartlasl,gand my
soul rejoices; my body also dwells secure.” Psalm 16:8-9
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“For while bodily training is of some value, godéiss is of value
in every way, as it holds promise for the presdatdnd also for
the life to come.” 1 Timothy 4:8

Exercising self-control

“Every athlete exercises self-control in all thingBhey do it to
receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishaell, | do not
run aimlessly, | do not box as one beating the lairt; | pommel my
body and subdue it, lest after preaching to otHemsyself should
be disqualified.” 1 Corinthians 9:25-27

“To the unmarried and the widows | say that it isl\for them to
remain single as | do. But if they cannot exersisi-control, they
should marry. For it is better to marry than to hlame with
passion.” 1 Corinthians 7:8-9

Keeping the marriage bed pure

“Let marriage be held in honor among all, and léetmarriage

bed be undefiled; for God will judge the immoratlaadulterous.”
Hebrews 13:4

"You shall not approach a woman to uncover her dakss while

she is in her menstrual uncleanness.” Leviticus 18:19

Keeping sex in the marriage

Scripture prohibits incest (sex between close famiembers),
fornication (sex between unmarrieds), homosexudbgme sex
partners) and adultery (sex outside of marriage).
"None of you shall approach any one near of kihito to uncover

nakedness. | am the LORD.” Leviticus 18:6
“And you shall not lie carnally with your neighbsrwife, and
defile yourself with her.” Leviticus 18:20
Curses for sexual sin

“Blessed is the man to whom the LORD imputes rguity, and in
whose spirit there is no deceit. When | declarett mg sin, my
body wasted away through my groaning all day |dfgy. day and
night thy hand was heavy upon me; my strength wad dp as by
the heat of summegelahl acknowledged my sin to thee, and | did
not hide my iniquity; | said, "I will confess myatrsgressions to
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the LORD"; then thou didst forgive the guilt of siy.”
Psalm 32:2-5

Homosexuality and lesbianism

Homosexuality is “sexual desire or behaviour deddoward a
person or persons of one’s own séxtlomosexuality includes
lesbianism, which is sex between women.. It is irfgu to
mention these things as some people have erroryeanggled that:
¢ the Bible does not mention lesbianism;
¢ that homosexuality is a loving expression betwegmes sex
partners.

The bible teaches that homosexuality is shamefypraper, an
abomination to God, and arises from a “base mifidiiat those
who practice homosexuality “will receive in thewio persons the
penalty for their error”.

“You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; ig an
abomination.” Leviticus 18:22

“For this reason God gave them up to dishonorapkessions.
Their women exchanged natural relations for unnaltuand the
men likewise gave up natural relations with womerd avere
consumed with passion for one another, men comgpisthameless
acts with men and receiving in their own persores dbe penalty
for their error. And since they did not see fitattknowledge God,
God gave them up to a base mind and to impropedwudn..
Though they know God's decree that those who db #ungs
deserve to die, they not only do them but apprévse who
practice them.” Romans 1:26-28,32

“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not imitethe
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fotoisa nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor suodes, nor
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilergpr
extortioneers will inherit the kingdom of God.”

1 Corinthians 6:9-10

Sodomy (or a sodomite) refers to sex using the Ipadsage,
and includes sex with animals

* The Random House College Dictionary, Random HA95®
® Ibid pg 1248
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“And you shall not lie with any beast and defileuyself with it,
neither shall any woman give herself to a beadietavith it: it is
perversion.” Leviticus 18:23

Remember, God loves the sinner but he hates thé\siwith
all sin God wants us to turn from it in repentaace receive His
forgiveness and love. The account of God’'s judgeémgwon
Sodom reveals the Lord’'s attitude towards the sih
homosexuality (or sodomy).

“The two angels came to Sodom in the evening; aodwas
sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw thenrpbe to meet
them, and bowed himself with his face to the ed&thand said,
"My lords, turn aside, | pray you, to your servantiouse and
spend the night, and wash your feet; then you nsey up early
and go on your way." They said, "No; we will sp¢hd night in
the street.” 3 But he urged them strongly; so theeged aside to
him and entered his house; and he made them a, f@adtbaked
unleavened bread, and they ate. 4 But before thgydbwn, the
men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young é&hdatl the
people to the last man, surrounded the house; 5they called to
Lot, "Where are the men who came to you tonightRgBthem out
to us, that we may know them." 6 Lot went out efdbor to the
men, shut the door after him, 7 and said, "I beg, yay brothers,
do not act so wickedly. 8 Behold, | have two dasightvho have
not known man; let me bring them out to you, andadthem as
you please; only do nothing to these men, for thaye come
under the shelter of my roof." 9 But they saidahst back!" And
they said, "This fellow came to sojourn, and he ldqlay the
judge! Now we will deal worse with you than witlerth" Then
they pressed hard against the man Lot, and drew teehreak the
door. 10 But the men put forth their hands and gidiLot into the
house to them, and shut the door. 11 And they lstmwith
blindness the men who were at the door of the hdusth small
and great, so that they wearied themselves grofainthe door.”
Genesis 19:1-11
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The human spirit

Our spirit is made alive in Christ

Our spirit is made alive and we are born again nwi@®d
breathes His life into us. This happens when wéenlesus Christ
into our lives. Without Jesus we are spirituallade
“And | will give them one heart, and put a new #pivithin them;
| will take the stony heart out of their flesh agide them a heart
of flesh...” Ezekiel 11:19

“But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the greavéowith which he
loved us, even when we were dead through our tesgsamade us
alive together with Christ (by grace you have besaned), and
raised us up with him, and made us sit with hinthiea heavenly
places in Christ Jesus...” Ephesians 2:4-6

Sickness of spirit
The human spirit can become sick, anguished,vepie
bruised, scarred, painful &/or demonized throudgn dixperiences.
> An injured or broken spirit
“A gentle tongue is a tree of life, but perversengsit breaks the
spirit.” Proverbs 15:4

> A grieved spirit
“A glad heart makes a cheerful countenance, butsbgrow of
heart the spirit is broken.” Proverbs 15:13

“Behold, my servants shall sing for gladness ofrhdzut you shall

cry out for pain of heart, and shall wail for anghi of spirit.”
Isaiah 65:14

> A bruised spirit

“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he twassed for

our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement thatle us whole,

and with his stripes we are healed.” Isaiah 53:5

“... he will not break a bruised reed or quenchradddering wick,
till he brings justice to victory;” Matthew 12:20

> A proud spirit
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“But when his heart was lifted up and his spiritsMaardened so
that he dealt proudly, he was deposed from hislkitigone, and
his glory was taken from him; Daniel 5:20

> A downcast spirit
“A cheerful heart is a good medicine, but a dowricgsrit dries
up the bones.” Proverbs 17:22

> A faint spirit

“... to grant to those who mourn in Zion--to giveem a garland
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead ofirnmiog, the

mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit; thatyhmay be called
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORBt be may be
glorified.” Isaiah 61:3

> An anxious or vexed spirit

Anxiety and fear can lead one into ungodlinesshSag when
Ahab was unable to eat because he was so frustahieat not
being able to buy Naboth’s vineyard.
“But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said to hivdhy is your
spirit so vexed that you eat no food?" 6 And hel dai her,
"Because | spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite, and tealdm, 'Give
me your vineyard for money; or else, if it pleasa,yl will give
you another vineyard for it'; and he answered, ill wot give you
my vineyard.” 7 And Jezebel his wife said to HiDp you now
govern lIsrael? Arise, and eat bread, and let yowar be
cheerful; 1 will give you the vineyard of Nabothetliezreelite.”

1 Kings 21:5

Demonically afflicted Christians

The spirit of the believer while alive in Christrcalso become
contaminated, impure or poisoned. As the physicalybcan be
sick through contact with such things as mercuryasbestos,
likewise with our spirit.Christians can be demonically afflicted.
For example, Paul warns Christians of the realipdig of falling
away from the Lord because of demonic influence:
“...but now that you have come to know God, or eatio be
known by God, how can you turn back again to thakwand
beggarly elemental spirits, whose slaves you wanbé once
more?” Galatians 4:9
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“See to it that no one makes a prey of you by ghiptry and empty
deceit, according to human tradition, accordingthe elemental
spirits of the universe, and not according to Chtis
Colossians 2:8
Many of the examples in Scripture of people afféctey
demons were God'’s people, some were anointed dioheSpirit.

» SAUL had been anointed with holy oil by the prophet Gam
to hold the office of king. After his anointing wead how the
Holy Spirit came upon him to empower him for hiswne
responsibilities:

“When they came to Gibeah, behold, a band of prtgpheet him;

and the spirit of God came mightily upon him, amdpnophesied

among them. 11 And when all who knew him beforegaw he

prophesied with the prophets, the people said te another,

"What has come over the son of Kish? Is Saul alsorg the

prophets?" 1 Samuel 10:10

Yet later Saul sinned by not obeying the Lord’s omand to
destroy the Amalekites and their possessions. \Basitold that his
sin of rebellion was like that of witchcraft (dition) or idolatry,
both of which are entry points for demons.

And Saul said to Samuel, "I have obeyed the vditlkeoLORD, |
have gone on the mission on which the LORD sentl rhaye
brought Agag the king of Amalek, and | have uttddgtroyed the
Amalekites. But the people took of the spoil, stexepoxen, the
best of the things devoted to destruction, to fiaerio the LORD
your God in Gilgal." And Samuel said, "Has the LOBR® great
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as ireging the voice of
the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifece] to hearken
than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sirdination, and
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because lyave rejected
the word of the LORD, he has also rejected you foeing king."
1 Samuel 16:20-23

So Saul who had known the Anointing of the Lordcduse of
his rebellion became afflicted with an evil spirit.
“Now the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, amdevil spirit
from the LORD tormented him.” 1 Samuel 16:20-23
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» Some of theOLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS chose to listen
to lying spirits, and became afflicted with sucltsgrit. So also
Christians (and those prophetically gifted) can agiray after
deceiving and lying spirits.

“Now therefore behold, the LORD has put a lyingrispn the

mouth of all these your prophets; the LORD has spokvil

concerning you." 1Kings 22:23

“Now the Spirit expressly says that in later tinsesne will depart
from the faith by giving heed to deceitful spiidtsd doctrines of
demons.” 1 Timothy 4:1

* Jesus healed DISABLED WOMAN who was permanently
bent over by an evil spirit. Luke says that she wddaughter of
Abraham?”, that is part of God’s people. Furthermaesus directly
attributed her sickness to a “spirit of infirmityhich had bound
her for eighteen years.
“Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues enstbbath.
And there was a woman who had had a spirit of nmfly for
eighteen years; she was bent over and could nbt $itaighten
herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called hersaidi to her,
"Woman, you are freed from your infirmity." Andla&l his hands
upon her, and immediately she was made straight,sie praised
God. But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant lbsealesus had
healed on the sabbath, said to the people, "Theees days on
which work ought to be done; come on those daysbandealed,
and not on the sabbath day." Then the Lord answéred "You
hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbatte dm$ ox or his
ass from the manger, and lead it away to watetAit’?l ought not
this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan boiand
eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on thbatalday?"

Luke 13:10-16
» SIMON THE MAGICIAN . Simon was a famous and
powerful magician in the nation of Samaria. The &atans were
amazed by his magic (Acts 8:9-12). But after herdhélae Gospel
preached by Phillip he believed and was baptizZiedgavith many
Samaritans.
“‘Even Simon himself believed, and after being lmguti he
continued with Philip. And seeing signs and greataaofes
performed, he was amazed.” Acts 8:13
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However Simon never fully repented of his dmorder to do
his magic he would have been controlled by spoftsvitchcraft.
Without deep repentance these evil spirits woulceheontinued to
effect him. This is what we see in the story thaliofvs his
baptism. Simon seeks the Anointing of God by offgrmoney.
Peter discerns that his spirit was still afflictadd poisoned by
these evil spirits, even though he was a beli¢gets 8:18-23).
Peter in speaking of Simon’s spiritual conditiogsa
» “for your heart is not right before God” (v.21)
> “Repent therefore of this wickedness of yours” 2y.2
> “you are in the gall of bitterness and in the booidiniquity”
(v.23)
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How demons enter

Demons enter through sin

Flies are attracted to garbage, in the same wayodgnare
attracted to sin. Wherever there is sin thereeséal possibility of
demons being involved.

Intense ungodly desires

Demons always manifest themselves when someones giv
themselves over to intense ungodly desires. THewolg passage
gives such an example. The spirit of jealous coomsn a man
when he becomes jealous of his wife, thinking tshe has
committed adultery.
“...when the spirit of jealousy comes upon a mad ke is jealous
of his wife; then he shall set the woman beforelLtB&D, and the
priest shall execute upon her all this law.” Numbers 5:30

Generational curse

Demons in the form of a curse can be passed downgh the
generations and especially where ancestors haveibeelved in
idolatry, witchcraft and occultic practices.
"You shall not make for yourself a graven imageaiy likeness
of anything that is in heaven above, or that iglmearth beneath,
or that is in the water under the earth; 9 you s$imait bow down to
them or serve them; for | the LORD your God amadojes God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the chéld to the third and
fourth generation of those who hate me, 10 but sigpwsteadfast
love to thousands of those who love me and keep my
commandments.” Deuteronomy 5:8-10

We are instructed to confess not only our own bumsthe sins
of our ancestors. Through confession and repentérec8lood of
Jesus cleanses us, and we can be delivered froenagemal curse.
"But if they confess their iniquity and the inigudf their fathers in
their treachery which they committed against med afso in
walking contrary to me, so that | walked contrany them and
brought them into the land of their enemies; if nthéheir
uncircumcised heart is humbled and they make am&rdgheir
iniquity; then | will remember my covenant with dac.”

Leviticus 26:40-422
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Curse

Demons can afflict someone when they curse themsdtelf-
cursing). Demons can afflict others when peoplsewne another,
or call down curses upon themselves and upon dthddren (for
example in carva drinking).
“But Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, "Behold,bmther Esau
is a hairy man, and | am a smooth man. Perhapsatief will feel
me, and | shall seem to be mocking him, and brirggirge upon
myself and not a blessing." Genesis 27:11-12

On the Cross, Jesus Christ became a curse thatigig be
delivered and receive the blessing.
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, hguecome a
curse for us--for it is written, "Cursed be evemyeowvho hangs on
atree"-- Galatians 3:13

The Christian can appropriate the promises of tleed/éf God
and believe for God'’s blessing.
“I will bless those who bless you, and him who esrgou | will
curse; and by you all the families of the earth IsHaess
themselves." Genesis 12:3

We are to bless those who curse us. In this waywillenot
only have victory over curses but we shall walkemitthe blessing
of God.

“Bless those who curse you, pray for those who alyasi.”
Luke 6:28
Cursed objects

Paul says that idols and the food offered to theennathing.
However he does say that demons are associatedheititol or
image. The idol is only made of cloth, wood, megalstone, it
cannot speak, heal, bless or curse. However teaods do have
power to affect people. Paul warns that the betli@orlld come
into demonic bondage through idolatry.

“What do | imply then? That food offered to idadsanything, or
that an idol is anything? No, | imply that what p&ag sacrifice
they offer to demons and not to God. | do not wan to be
partners with demons.” 1 Corinthians 10:19-20
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“My people inquire of a thing of wood, and theiafftgives them
oracles. For a spirit of harlotry has led them astr and they have
left their God to play the harlot.” Hosea 4:12

All objects, books, clothes, rocks, and games aatsal with
witchcraft, the occult, secret societies, religioas sects must be
destroyed.

"Say to the people of Israel, When you pass owerJtdrdan into
the land of Canaan, 52 then you shall drive outred inhabitants
of the land from before you, and destroy all thegured stones,
and destroy all their molten images, and demoliBhteeir high

places; Numbers 33:51-52

“...you shall tear down their altars, and dash ineges their
pillars, and burn their Asherim with fire; you shalew down the
graven images of their gods, and destroy their nameof that
place.” Deuteronomy 12:3

“Many also of those who were now believers camafessing and
divulging their practices. 19 And a number of thede practiced
magic arts brought their books together and burtieein in the
sight of all; and they counted the value of therd found it came
to fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So the wafrthe Lord grew
and prevailed mightily.” Acts 19:18-20

‘Ungodly relationships

We know that the Anointing of the Holy Spirit isabsferable
from one person to another, normally through thenta on of
hands.
“Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spokking and
took some of the spirit that was upon him and puipon the
seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upommthéhey
prophesied. But they did so no more.” Numbers 11:25

Demons can also be transmitted from one persomathar.
This happens normally through UNGODLY SUBMISSION.
Ungodly submission often leads to demonic afflistiorhis is
where we agree with someone to do something wisictontrary
to Scripture. For example: committing sexual imntibrahaving
your palm read, or requesting the services of aiungdoccultic
healer, or witch.
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"When you come into the land which the LORD youd @Qves
you, you shall not learn to follow the abominabtaqtices of those
nations. There shall not be found among you anywine burns
his son or his daughter as an offering, any one whactices
divination, a soothsayer, or an augur, or a sorcee a charmer,
or a medium, or a wizard, or a necromancer. For eder does
these things is an abomination to the LORD; andabse of these
abominable practices the LORD your God is drivifgrh out
before you. You shall be blameless before the L&D God.”
Deuteronomy 18:9-13

Deliverance from demons

Deep repentance from sin is the key to being dedet from
demons and staying free from them. If we go batk fihe sin that
is how bondage will happen again. The person muskema
decision to repent and renounce the sin, and tk iwajodliness. If
you deal with the sin in genuine repentance, timeates must leave
in the Name of Jesus. It is sin that gives theragall foothold to
remain. When the sin is removed and the Blood ofisths
applied, they no longer have any authority or leggdson to
remain.
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The Mind

“Set your mind on things above, not on things andhrth.”
Colossians 3:2

The mind of Christ

We can deceive ourselves in thinking that because¢hmughts
are not on public display that they don’t matteneTmind is open
before God. God searches the mind and heart to kmbat is
really going on inside us.

"l the LORD search the mind and try the heart, ieego every
man according to his ways, according to the frdithes doings."
Jeremiah 17:10
When God searches the mind he is looking for thtsugind
desires that show a fervent love for Him and zealerve Him.

Our thoughts are to be pleasing to God, filled Witk purpose.
We are to have the mind of Chrig¥e receive the mind of Christ

by:

> Meditating on the Word of God.
“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of meart be
acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my rock and myeesder.”
Psalm 19:1
The Word of God in our mind will destroy ungodlygaments
and demonic fortresses of the mind. Having a Bablimind,
fostering thoughts that declare the Scriptures wilturn create
self-esteem, peace of mind, security, confidenositipe thinking,
godly and upright thinking. It will also help to steoy those

thoughts of lust, jealousy, resentment, etc.

> Bringing Him honour and glory.

Primarily we do this with thoughts of love and grade
towards God-... you shall love the Lord your God with all you
heart, and with all your soul, and with all yourmdi, and with all
your strength.” Mark 12:30

> Prayer
Prayer releases Kingdom thinking. Instead of regdid people
and circumstances we act. Instead of simply doihgtwe always
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have done, we begin to think creatively of diviresgibilities. The
Lord’s vision fills our mind with creative thoughtas we pray the
Holy speaks to us. Our mind is filled with the d¢rea thoughts
that come from God.

The battle of the mind

The mind is the battle field of much of the spigitwarfare that
a believer will experience in his life. In the mitlie believer will
battle against thoughts like self-pity, hopelessnekespondency,
fear, doubt, anxiety, lust, pornographic imagesyvenge,
discouragement, suicide, blasphemy, and all typesingodly
thinking and perverse imaginations. Satan wagesagamst our
mind.

For every ungodly thought that enters our mindehsran evil
spirit that is seeking to plant it there. Our miadike soil, and the
thoughts we experience are like seed. If we allawass thoughts
to germinate and put down roots in our mind, thenwill end up
with a garden full of ugly weeds.

Some Christians feel ashamed and guilty becauséhaif
thought life. They do not realize that it is Sataho is placing
these thoughts in our mind. Even if the thoughte tthe first
person, for example, “I hate John”, they can stiiginate from
demons.

For example Satan tempted Cain to murder his brotieel.
God warned Cain that he was to take authority tvsrevil desire.
We are all responsible to rule our minds.

“In the course of time Cain brought to the LORDGddfering of the
fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel brought of thestlings of his flock
and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regéod Abel and
his offering, 5 but for Cain and his offering hadhno regard. So
Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. 6 T®ORD said
to Cain, "Why are you angry, and why has your cenahce
fallen? 71f you do well, will you not be accepte&t if you do not
do well, sin is couching at the door; its desirefas you, but you
must master it." Genesis 4:3-7

Our response is to rebuke ungodly thinking in themé of
Jesus, and refuse to go down that thought pathh&Ve a choice



A living sacrifice 120

to make whether to dwell on these thoughts or twely shut that
doorway. Allowing ungodly thoughts to dominate omind is
when these evil seeds germinate and put down rbotsne they
eventually bear bad fruit such as swearing, stgalmurder,
adultery, revenge, being self-pitiful, etc.

Feeding the mind

What we feed the mind is so important particulahg music
we listen to, the books we read, what we watch dntiie internet,
and the conversations we listen to. If we want althg mind we
need to nourish it with healthy food. And therents better food
than the Word of God. God’s Word is our daily seurof
nourishment to feed our thinking.

The following article illustrates the importandekeeping our
mind pure.
“Promise Keepers reports that one-third of the mgm attended
Promise Keepers rallies in 1996 admitted to a peasastruggle
with pornography.

According to Enough is Enough, an organization dedoto

protecting children and families from the dangefgornography,

illicit sexual material is just about everywhere. flact, there are
now more outlets for hard-core pornography in theiteld States
than McDonalds' restaurants, says Enough is Enoughe

introduction of pornography to the information higély has made
home computers the fastest growing and primary mode
distribution of pornography, says Enough is Enough.

Dr. Richard Land, president of the Southern BapEstics and
Religious Liberty Commission, calls porn a "raves@ancer" that
is destroying modern society. Land noted in Bapfistss that
1999 revenues of porn Web sites alone were estinait@early
$1.2 billion. In addition, some 25 million Americawisit cyber-sex
sites - and sex is the No. 1 searched-for topitherinternet.

Land also outlined the painful trail left by pormaghy --
increased incidents of child molestation, rape aegual violence,
transmission of sexually transmitted diseases, sowetal values
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and attitudes that condone and encourage disseromatf soft-
core pornography.®

A sound mind

A great percentage of people today suffer fronisstuthed and
confused mind. There are a number of reasons why4so. The
Bible is clear that mental confusion can come assalt of sin,
whether in our own lives, that of our ancestordy@rause of sin in
our community.
“The LORD will smite you with madness and blindnessl
confusion of mind;” Deuteronomy 28:28

“And they came to Jesus, and saw the demoniamgitihere,
clothed and in his right mind, the man who had ttelegion; and
they were afraid.” Mark 5:15

Peace of mind comes as we put our trust in Goatoltrast
anxiety, fear and doubt lead to emotional distuckaand physical

sickness.
“A tranquil mind gives life to the flesh, but passimakes the
bones rot.” Proverbs 14:30

“Thou dost keep him in perfect peace, whose minstaged on
thee, because he trusts in thee. Trust in the L@&RBver, for the
LORD GOD is an everlasting rock.” Isaiah 26:3-4

“And do not seek what you are to eat and what y@uta drink,
nor be of anxious mind. For all the nations of therld seek these
things; and your Father knows that you need thersteld, seek
his kingdom, and these things shall be yours ak"wel
Luke 12:29-31
Don't dwell on the negatives of the past, old huaisd
grievances. Allow the Holy Spirit to renew our mjridling it with
hope for the future.
"For behold, | create new heavens and a new eaasthg the
former things shall not be remembered or come rimitad.”
Isaiah 65:17

® By Janet Chismar, editor of Religion Today
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“But this | call to mind, and therefore | have hopkhe steadfast
love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies nevee ¢o an end;
they are new every morning; great is thy faithfgsmé
Lamentations 3:21
Meditate on the good things God has done in yder li
"Remember this and consider, recall it to mind, y@msgressors,
9 remember the former things of old; for | am Gaudd there is no
other; | am God, and there is none like me, 10 latewy the end
from the beginning and from ancient times things yet done,
saying, 'My counsel shall stand, and | will accoistplall my
purpose,’ Isaiah 46:8-10

“I will call to mind the deeds of the LORD; yeawlll remember
thy wonders of old.” Psalm 77:11
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Anger & discouragement

A warning about getting angry

We know that we are to love one another. So aftésm anger
that destroys those loving relationships. Jesusisvas that God
will hold us accountable for our anger towards brather in the
Lord.
"You have heard that it was said to the men of ' ™du shall not
kill; and whoever kills shall be liable to judgmeérgut | say to you
that every one who is angry with his brother shadl liable to
judgment; whoever insults his brother shall be lkalo the
council, and whoever says, 'You fool!" shall bélkato the hell of
fire. So if you are offering your gift at the altaand there
remember that your brother has something against kgave your
gift there before the altar and go; first be rected to your
brother, and then come and offer your gift.” Matthew 5:21-24

Anger iy Satowvy opportunity

When we lose our self-control and anger takes ower,are
laying out the welcome mat for the devil in ourelss Fleshly anger
is a destructive force in marriages and all typEsetationships.
Remember our anger is the devil's opportunity. Ange a
downhill slope to sin, that's why it is the devilgpportunity.
Sometimes we can take spiritual warfare and mage dpiritual as
to have no practical meaning. If you want to sldra toor on
Satan in your home, and in your personal life, tekam the door
on anger.
“Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go doan your
anger, and give no opportunity to the devil."Ephesians 4:26-27

Through anger comes an unbelievable amount of wie&tn.
Through it comes: blind rage, loss of control, siven
blasphemy, violence, deep emotional pain to otldestruction of
the marriage and family, and the nullifying of oQhristian
witness. Have you ever noticed how spiritually kst out you feel
after loosing your temper? When we vent our angeigvieve the
Holy Spirit, and open the door to all sorts of vadkspirits.

The apostle James puts anger along with all fitkénand rank
growth of wickedness. As much as we may try tofystur anger,
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remember: “the anger of man does not work the eginess of
God.”

“Know this, my beloved brethren. Let every man bielqto hear,
slow to speak, slow to anger, for the anger of maes not work
the righteousness of God. Therefore put away HHiriess and
rank growth of wickedness and receive with meekrtess
implanted word, which is able to save your soul3dmes 1:19-21

There is no justification for getting angry. Pemphy: “But he
deserves it. He provokes me. He asks for it. Hevumit listen to
me unless | shout at him. He makes my blood bdNé are
responsible for causing others to get angry. Buameresponsible
for our own anger if someone else is provoking us.

If someone is provoking you, they are sinning. Bwg are
responsible if we react in anger. It is a sin tovpke others to
anger. It is also a sin to vent our anger when gked. You can't
blame others for your own anger.

People who-provoke othery

The word provoke in Colossians comes from the Greeid
erethizo meaning “to stir up, rouse; make resengfuibitter.”
“Children, obey your parents in everything, for shpleases the
Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, leseyt become
discouraged.” Colossians 3:20-21

The Greek word to provoke in Ephesians 6 meansriake
angry, to bring one along to a deep-seated arigiralso can
mean to cause one to be resentful. Resentment itachéss are
really deep-seated anger.

“Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger,ttwing them
up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.” Ephesians 6:4

Let us be careful not to provoke others to angestelad lets be

peacemakers.
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall beeaadons of
God.” Matthew 5:9

" Greek English Dictionary, Copyright 1972 UnitecbBi Societies, Pg. 72
8 Linguistic Key to the Greek New Testament, Copytiy976 Zondervan, Pg.540
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Reasons why people get angry

Half the battle in receiving wholeness is underdiag and
recognizing the problem. When we have stoppedfyusy our
anger, we can then humbly allow the Holy Spiritstow us why
we get angry and how to be whole. The grace tokbtlea anger
curse is found in the Cross.

Verbal abuse

Jesus was mocked and beaten on the cross, buidHeot
retaliate in anger. Through the cross we receieepéace of God
when others are provoking us. When someone is@iyau a hard
time, just go to the Cross. Think on Jesus, andodace will flood
your soul.
“Now the men who were holding Jesus mocked himbead him;
they also blindfolded him and asked him, "Proph&%ib is it that
struck you?" And they spoke many other words agais,
reviling him.” Luke 22:63-65

Expectations & lack of flexibility

When our expectations aren’t met, that's when areget upset
and angry. If someone says that they will meetardifnch at a
café and don't show up. Expectations are basicallys. Some
rules are made by governments who expect citizehehave in a
certain way, but most rules are made in our owrdsied/e think
people should behaviour in a certain way. Perhagpexpect the
young people to give up their seats on the buswerexpect
honesty and integrity of the people we do busimais. What do
we do with our unfulfilled expectations?

Go to the Cross and you will find that Jesus seirtlaside and
nailed them to the Cross. We look at the cross \aadsee our
expectations nailed there. So instead of responiiireg legalistic
spirit towards others. “I'm mad because | expegted to turn up
on time.” We can let it go and receive grace frdra Cross to
forgive, to love, and to bless.

“And you, who were dead in trespasses and the ouaoicision of
your flesh, God made alive together with him, hgwiorgiven us
all our trespasses, having canceled the bond wkiobd against
us with its legal demands; this he set aside, mguiii to the cross.”

Colossians 2:13-14
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Rejection

When people are wounded by rejection, out of tdegp hurt
comes bitterness and anger. The person they lawedt, best
friend, has betrayed them. Our love and affectias lbeen
trampled on, and it hurts. We are really angry alitowWe want to
lash out at them and hurt them so that they cahtfieehurt we
have suffered. Or perhaps our anger simply turtts depression,
and a dark cloud comes over our lives.

On the Cross Jesus suffered tremendous rejecfibnHis
disciples deserted Him in His time of need. Hisseldriend Peter
denied Him three times. Jesus took our rejectiothabwe might
no His comfort. Rejection leads to anger. Comfeaids to joy and
peace.

“And after an interval of about an hour still anah insisted,
saying, "Certainly this man also was with him; foe is a
Galilean." But Peter said, "Man, | do not know whaiu are
saying." And immediately, while he was still spegkithe cock
crowed. And the Lord turned and looked at Peterd Ateter
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had saidnn "Before
the cock crows today, you will deny me three tim&sd he went
out and wept bitterly.” Luke 22:59-62

Injustice

One of the causes of anger is the feeling thateesonmal
injustice has been done. You were the one nextna for a
promotion, but they passed you by. A person lepemenced and
less qualified was selected instead of you. It'$ mght. Its an
injustice and your mad.

Jesus took upon Himself our injustices. While 3esung on

the Cross they took His tunic and gambled for itfront of his
family. How humiliating. What injustice.
“When the soldiers had crucified Jesus they toekdarments and
made four parts, one for each soldier; also hiscuBut the tunic
was without seam, woven from top to bottom; so Haéy to one
another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots fotatsee whose it shall
be." This was to fulfil the scripture, "They parted/ garments
among them, and for my clothing they cast lots."tf&osoldiers
did this.” John 19:23-25
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Pettiness
How often can we get angry and upset about trivial

unimportant things. Take a moment right now to khatbout the
things that upset you. Is it the toothpaste tulbbeéhe dirty clothes
left on the floor, or the dishes left unwashed.nfamy arguments
whether in the marriage or in the church are abeatly petty
things. We need to focus on the importance of lgwine another,
instead of sacrificing valuable relationships ore thltar of
pettiness.

The religious people were angry with Jesus becafigbeir
legalistic scruples. He healed a man on the Sabbath
“Moses gave you circumcision (not that it is fronodés, but from
the fathers), and you circumcise a man upon théathb If on the
sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that thedMoses may
not be broken, are you angry with me because orsédath |
made a man's whole body well? Do not judge by apmeas, but
judge with right judgment.” John 7:22-24

Feelings of helplessness and frustration

One night the Lord showed me the reason why inamert
situations | feel angry. This testimony has beerlued in this
book because so many Christians get angry, butt doow why
they are angry or how to deal with it. The Lordkeoe back to my
primary school and reminded me how the childresddame. How
| felt helpless as to how to respond.

The Lord took me through my growing up years. Hevwatd
me how angry | used to get towards my brotherssastdrs. When
we had squabbles | would feel helpless as to homegpond, and
the frustration would lead to me becoming angry.e Thord
showed me how this had become a pattern througmyutife.
Like the time my wife and | went shopping in a kmgall. At one
point she took off shopping by herself, and | haddea where she
was or how to find her. That same feeling of hedplérustration
and anger was the result. By the time she evegtretlirned | was
fuming.

So the Lord showed me clearly this pattern in rfeydif feeling
helpless, then frustrated, and then angry. Afteingethis | then
had a vision of the suffering of Jesus. You see@sle®esn’t just
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show us our problems, He reveals also the soluliba.solution is
in the Cross.

In the vision Jesus was struck in the face by someHdis face
was bruised and dripping blood from the blow. Basuk had
perfect self-control, He did not react in anger.ditknot reply. He
loved His enemies and forgave them in the midddisfsuffering.
On the cross we see the glory of the characteesisIChrist.

“He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet henegenot his
mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughterddike a sheep
that before its shearers is dumb, so he openetiisghouth.”
Isaiah 53:7
“And when they came to the place which is called Shkull, there
they crucified him, and the criminals, one on tlght and one on
the left._And Jesus said, "Father, forgive themm;they know not
what they do." And they cast lots to divide hisngamts. And the
people stood by, watching; but the rulers scoffedhien, saying,
"He saved others; let him save himself, if he & @hrist of God,
his Chosen One!" The soldiers also mocked him, mgprap and
offering him vinegar, and saying, "If you are thimdf of the Jews,
save yourself!" Luke 23:33-37

One of the main reasons why people get angry iausecthey
feel helpless. They don’t know how to respond ormiMo say to
someone. They quickly become irritated, frustratedgd angry.
Their anger manifests in different ways, whethetkag off and
sulking, shedding angry tears, giving the cold $thexy striking out
in violence, being vicious and down right nastyingedefensive
and argumentative, or yelling and shouting.

Through the cross we caw overcome anger
Think of what happened to Jesus on the Cross. He wa

completely defenseless. His hands and feet weredhain the
cross. He was helpless and yet the people yelledeabt Him.
Jesus understands what it means to feel helplegsH8 did not
respond in anger. He took on our helplessness aowtla might
know His power.

“For we have not a high priest who is unable to pgtiize with
our weaknesses, but one who in every respect feastbepted as
we are, yet without sin. Let us then with configedaw near to
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy fardigrace to
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help in time of need.” Hebrews 4:15-16

“For he was crucified in weakness, but lives by plogver of God.”
2 Corinthians 13:4
Through the cross we receive the grace to overcanger.
Every time someone provokes us may we think of slesbo
suffered without saying a word. Through the Crot£hbrist we
receive grace to be in full control of ourselve® éhables us to
respond in love, to bless those who provoke us.

Jesus was provoked, slandered, and beaten. Healbdkis
upon Himself that we might know His peace. Evemgetiwe feel
anger stirring within us we can go to the crosdinad perfect
peace. At the cross we find God’s peace and laleasir anger.

It is a choice to walk in the Cross and not in #mger and
frustration of the flesh. When you begin to fealstrated and
angry think of the bleeding face of Jesus. Let gtmce and peace
fill your heart. Jesus has overcome our need to ope mouth and
defend ourselves or be spiteful. He gives us Hsgrstrength and
peace to rule in our hearts.

“Put _on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and bdlove
compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, andenpati
forbearing one another and, if one has a complaagainst
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has feeg you, so you
also must forgive. And above all these put on levieich binds
everything together in perfect harmony. And letghace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were ahlle the one
body. And be thankful.” Colossians 3:12-15

Root causes of discouragement
Anger

Discouragement and anger go hand in hand. In Giallos 3:21
it says “Do not provoke your children, lest they become
discouraged.” While in Ephesians 6:4 it saysld not provoke
your children to angér People who feel discouraged often feel
angry as well.

Fear & grief

When faith rises in our hearts we believe thatoar do that
which God has put into our heart to accomplish. Wgkeve that
through Christ whatever obstacles that we encounser be
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overcome. A person of faith always brings encounsagé to those
around him or her. Fear then has the opposite teff@ar, doubt
and worry go hand in hand. Fear and doubt will usbof the
blessings God has for us. We are afraid that weganmeg to lose
those blessings. Discouragement sets in when vievieebur fears.

This is what happened to the people of Israel whey were
about to take possession of the Promised Land spes returned
from spying out the land. They returned with a niegaand fearful
report. They sowed doubt amongst the people. Dimabto grief.
They grieved over the death of their dream and hadpentering
the Promised Land. It says that the congregatim®edaa loud cry
and they wept. They grieved that the Promised laodld never
be theirs and their hands became limp with disgemaent. All
they wanted to do was to go back to Egypt. Disogemsent
manifested itself in anger and the people wantesidoe Moses.

So we see how doubt, fear, grief, discouragemethtager can
all be connected.
“Then the men who had gone up with him said, "Wereot able
to go up against the people; for they are strorngpan we." So they
brought to the people of Israel an evil reporttoé tand which they
had spied out, saying, "The land, through whichhage gone, to
spy it out, is a land that devours its inhabitardad all the people
that we saw in it are men of great stature. Andeéhge saw the
Nephilim (the sons of Anak, who come from the Nigphiand we
seemed to ourselves like grasshoppers, and soemeeseto them."
Then all the congregation raised a loud cry; and fteople wept
that night. And all the people of Israel murmureghimst Moses
and Aaron; the whole congregation said to them, Ul dhat we
had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we tdidd in this
wilderness! Why does the LORD bring us into thred|ato fall by
the sword? Our wives and our little ones will beeom prey;
would it not be better for us to go back to EgypARd they said to
one another, "Let us choose a captain, and go baé&qgypt."

Numbers 13:31-33; 14:1-4

Self-control

Feelings of anger will come, but we are respoediafore God
to act in self-control, and not allow the angerbil over onto
others.
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“Be angry, but sin not; commune with your own hsash your
beds, and be silent. Offer right sacrifices, and ynur trust in the
LORD.” Psalm 4:4-5

“Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do nay $efore the
messenger that it was a mistake; why should Goahey at your
voice, and destroy the work of your hands?” Ecclesiastes 5:6

Owr commitment to-love

Not only are we to practice self-control and notguour negative
mad feelings on people, but God has called usue those who
annoy us. Love covers over these offenses. Chamdergive,
love, bless and pray for those who offend you.

“He who forgives an offense seeks love...” Proverbs 17:9

“Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offess’

Proverbs 10:12
“Above all hold unfailing your love for one anothesince love
covers a multitude of sins.” 1 Peter 4:8
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Study Questions

Chapter 1  An Encounter with Jesus

Please read the chapter before coming to home group
Saul meets Jesus (See Acts 9:1-18)
Q.1 In what way did Saul, later known asil?change after
his encounter with Jesus?

Q.2 In what way has your life changed since megelgsus?

Fishermen meet Jesus (See Luke 5:1-11)
Q.3 What did Peter say to Jesus after the mirasutatch
of fish? Why?

Q.4 What did the fishermen do after they landesirthoats
on the shore?

Q.5 How has knowing Jesus effected your life dessand
choices?
Zacchaeus meets Jesus (See Luke 19:2-10)

Q.6 How did meeting Jesus effect Zacchaeus’ dgahmth
the poor? How did it effect his business transastto

Q.7 How do you think our relationship with Jesimdd
effect our finances?

How can we have an encounter with Jesus
Q.8 Talk about some of the things that we canodaring us
into an encounter with Jesus. (See pages 8-9)

In the Presence of Jesus
Q.9 What promises does the Bible make about whiht
happen to us if we come to Jesus? (See pages 9-11)
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Study Questions
Chapter 2  The God Quest

A way of life
Q.1 How can we make seeking God an ongemgof life?
Q.2 What are some of the characteristiesrgin Ps 24:3-6

of those who seek God?

Believe and obey His Word
Q.3 Look at Isaiah 58:6-7. What did God expettthe
Israelites if their prayers and fasting were tabeeptable?

Q.4 In James 4:3, why did God not accept the psagé
these Christians?

Q.5 How does materialism effect our pursuit of God

Come in humility and repentance
Q.6 In the parable of the tax collector, what tdifferent
approaches were used in seeking God? (Luke 18:10-14

Q.7 How can we be like the Pharisee? (Luke 184)0-1

Be totally yielded to God
Q.6 How can we grieve the Holy Spirit? (Ephesidr30-
32)

Make room for His Glory

Q.7 Take time to pray for one another that theseyfeour
hearts would be opened to see Jesus and His hgaigrgdom.
(Ephesians 1:17-20)
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Study Questions
Chapter 3 Seeking Jesus

Longing to see Jesus
Q.1 See Mark 2:2, why do you think the deavere packed
into the house? What was Jesus doing?

Q.2 Do you also long to hear Jesus speaking t@ What
effect does His words have on us? (Romans 10:17)

Q.3 Why did the people so press in to JesusHleahad to
sit in a boat (see Mark 3:7-11)? If we are in negdt should we
do?

Q.4 After the blind men were healed, what did tHeyMatt
20:30-34)? When Jesus meets our needs what shauldub
response?

Q.5 How did Mary Magdalene and the other Mary show
their great love for Jesus (Matt 28:8-10)7?

Q.7 How can we be like them and show our lovel&sus?

Promises to those who seek the Lord

Q.6 Ask different members of the group to look tne
Scriptures below. What promises does God make dsettwho
seek Him?

Proverbs 8:17
Jeremiah 29:11-14 .o
Hebrews 11:6 .o e
JONN 14:21

ISAIAN B5: -2
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Study Questions
Chapters 4 & 5 The Cross

“I have been crucified with Christ”
Q.1 What does it mean for you, when theld3says that we
have died with Christ? (Mark 8:34; Galatians 2:ROmans 6:4)

The Power of the Cross
Q.2 Explain what it means that the word of thesSris the
power of God to those who are being saved? (1 Lbr-18)

Q.3 On the Cross there was a divine exchangegdbd for
the bad. Fill in the blanks below:
He took our sin that we may be

He received our punishment that

He died that

He destroyed the power of death giving us

He took our sickness and gave us

He bore our sorrows (emotional pain, mental illpesisat

He was rejected that

He experienced hostility that we might be recomtite (a)
and (b)

He defeated Satan that

He was cursed that

He became poor that

Q.4 In a few words write down why Jesus died @a@noss.
Write it in such a way that an unbeliever could enstaind.
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Study Questions
Chapters 6 The Love Motive

Consecration & love

Q.1 What are the two great commandments® &te all the
other commandments and prophets fulfilled in theatthew
22:37-40)

Q. 2 What is consecration? What does it m@arbe
consecrated to God? How is this different from lisga?

The tempter
Q.3 In what ways does Satan seek to tempt ustdely the
first great commandment?

Q4 What price was paid for us to have a lovingtrehship
with God?

The love motive
Q.5 In the time of Isaiah the people were religicand
fasted, but were rejected by God. Why? (Isaiah-83:5

Q.6 What does God seek from us? (Isaiah 58:5-8)
Loving Submission

Q.7 How does Jesus define what it means to love?Him
(John14:15-21)

Q.8 What would it mean for you to enter into amrelove
relationship with Jesus?
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Study Questions
Chapters 7 The Three Witnesses

Introduction
Q.1 There are three key things that the Lord uses tdypu
and consecrate us. What are they? (1 John 5:8)

a)

b)

C)

Q.2 How do these three witness to the Truth?

Q.3 Explain why these three witnesses are in ukibw do

their unity protect us against false teaching?

The oil of consecration
Q.4 After the priest had been anointed what was h
forbidden to do and why? (Leviticus 21:10-12)

Q.5 We also are priests, anointed of the HolyiSirJohn
2:27). How then should we live?

Q.6 Share with the group in what way the HollyirBps
your Teacher?

Purified by the Blood
Q.7 How was the tabernacle purified and set apart
service to God? (Leviticus 8:30)

Q.8 Why is it important that a person not onlyadminted
of the Holy Spirit, but also purified by the Bload Jesus? What
can happen if there is an anointing, but no purity?

The Washing of Water
Q.9 What happens when we submit our thoughts & th
Word of God? (Hebrews 4:12; 2 Corinthians 10:3-6)
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Study Questions

Chapters 13 The Servant of God

The Master

Q.1 How is Jesus our Master and Lord? What difference
does this make to us? (Matthew 23:10; Colossiabs 4:

The authority of Jesus

Q.2 Read the following passages and identifydifierent
ways Jesus used His authority...

Luke 4:31-36

Mark 4:37-41

Mark 2:9-12

Q.3 Share an experience you had of the authofityhoist.
You may have felt the Lord command you to do soimgth

Divine Authority

Q.4 Why did Jesus commend the Roman CenturionRe(L
7:6-9) What is the relationship between our faitid &Christ’s
authority?

Q.5 What miracles happened in the following pgssa
when people obeyed Jesus?

John 9:1-7

Luke 5:4-9

We are all servants of the Master
Q.6 What character trait is required of a servgmatthew
25:21)

How can we serve?

Q.7 The apostles called themselves servants aStCh¥e
also are His servants. What specifically has Géddgou to do as
His servant?

(If you are not sure, talk with your home groupdeiaor pastor, as
to how you can serve the Lord.)
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Study Questions
Chapters 14 Set Apart

Sanctification
Q.1 Using the analogy of the old rusty garden seat,twba
you learn about sanctification? See 1 Corinthiatg 6

The process of being cleaned up
Q.2 How can we be holy? Proverbs 28:13

Sanctification is the fruit of our faith
Q.3 In what way do good works follow faith? Sq#hEsians
2:8-10 What is your experience of this?

Two types of sin:

Q.4 Generally speaking there are two types of\&lhat are
they?
Q.5 How is it that we can sin without actively imtp

something wrong?

Q.6 Think about what the Lord requires of us. Anere
things that you ought to be doing according to Gadford.

Divine provisions for sanctification:
Q.7 In what way is the church part of God’s pravsfor us
to be holy? (See Luke 17:3; 1 Timothy 5:20)

Q.8 Why is being part of a small group importamt d@is to
grow in godliness?
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Appendix A

SIN AND OCCULT
LISTING

Recognizing our Sin

Often people don’t recognize their sins becauseom® ever
told them it was sin. This list of sins and ocasaltmeant to be a
blessing and help to people. As we identify oulssie can then
confess them to God and receive forgiveness andepe® real
barrier in recognizing sin is the way that we jiystvhat we do.

For example, some justify their anger by blaming tither
person — “It's their fault that 'm angry becausey.....". Others
justify pornography as “a personal diversion whadesn’t harm
anyone”. Others justify violence in marriage “besaut helps” in
some way. White lies are said to be “necessaryaetul”.

There is no end to the reasons we give to justifysins. Such
arguments become demonic fortresses of the mindnthest be
identified as unbiblical deceptions. True repengabegins when
we stop justifying our sin, and call it what it isin. Then the
cleansing work of the Blood of Jesus can begirsin u
“ Do you not know that the unrighteous will not erht the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither the draim nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor sexual perverts, tioleves, nor the
greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor robberdlwiherit the
kingdom of God.” 1 Corinthians 6:9-10

Sin is sin, and we are guilty before God for ouyelBon. Sin
brings condemnation, curses, demons, eternal degafift, and
sickness. God requires humility in repentance so tinere might
be forgiveness and peace with Him. While we defemdsins, we
have not truly repented, and therefore are noivergby God.

“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselved,the truth is
not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithfiudl gust, and will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrightaoess.”

1 John 1:8-9
Through repentance you can receive peace and érgss from
God.
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Some people think that because a sin was committezhg
time ago that it does not have to be repented oé Must
remember that God is eternal: Who was , and is,isnd come.
Before God if we have unrepented sin of the pastay as well of
happened today. So we are to confess our pastos{asd.

Doctors say that the damage to our body from sngpkian
continue to effect us long after the last smokewhiauch more the
spiritual effect of sin upon people. Sin must benfessed and
repented of and the resulting curses broken. Samstive need to
confess generational sin and break its ongoingiénite through
the generations.

PLEASE MARK OFF YOUR SINS IN THIS
LIST

The greatest sin
Not believing in Jesus as the only Saviour

Sins of the tongue:

Lies

Anger, shouting

Making fun of others in their need

Coarse language, swearing

Slander

Criticism

Judging others

Gossip

Self curses (e.g. “I am worthless, | will never cered.”)
Cursing others (e.g. “He will always be sick.”)
Grumbling/criticism against the leadership of tharch.
Unfulfilled promises and good intentions.

Sins in the family:

Neglect of children

Lack of discipline and order in the family.
Not teaching the Bible to one’s children.
Lack of respect for your partner

Putting down your spouse in front of others.
Mistreatment of one’s wife
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Lack of love, obedience and honour of the husband .
Violence and anger in the marriage.

Violent discipline of children.

Disobeying parents

Lack of respect of parents

Sins of the heart:
Unforgiveness
Resentment

Bitterness

Holding grudges

Hate

Lust

Greed

Envy and covetousness
Pride

Selfishness

Jealousy

Double mindedness
Lack of faith, doubt
Anxiety, worry, not trusting God.
Racism and bigotry

Various sins:

Lack of love towards God and others.
Religiosity and legalism

Prayer and fasting not accompanied

by righteousness.

Persecution of Christians

Religious pride

Lack of daily prayer and Bible reading
Using God’s Name in vain

Blasphemy

Lack of prayer for authorities in the church
Lack of obedience, respect and support
of church leaders and pastors.

Causing division in the body of Christ.
Rebellion and disrespect towards authority.
Laziness

Stealing

Addictions
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Taking advantage of others unjustly

Violence

Impatience

Manipulation

Deceit

Not visiting the sick and prisoners

Mistreating the poor and needy

Murder

Vengeance

Abortion

Drunkenness

Bribes

Attending worldly parties with drinking & dancing.
Videos or films of violence, horror, swearing, pognaphy.
Inappropriate TV watching

Sins of the use of resources:

Dressing luxuriously as an expression of pridejtyan
Buying things out of vanity.

Gambling

Using our time wastefully

Not obeying God with our finances (tithing and oiffigs)
Lack of compassion and generosity to the poor
Using our resources selfishly

Not offering hospitality

Financial irresponsibility

Sins against the Holy Spirit:

Resisting or grieving the Holy Spirit

Criticizing and belittling the work and manifestats of the Holy
Spirit

Mistreating and persecuting those who are useddu/iGthe
Anointing

Speaking against the gifts of the Holy Spirit

Sins in the work place

Laziness or sloppiness at work

Taking advantage of and mistreating employees.
Not paying or withholding appropriate wages.
Borrowing and not returning is stealing.

Unjust or illegal contracts
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Corruption
Not paying taxes

Sexual sins:

Perverse sexual acts or sex with an animal.
Violent or forced sex (including in the marriage).
Rape

Prostitution

Fornication

Adultery

Homosexuality

Lesbianism

Sex between family members — incest
Pornography

Lustful thinking

Obsessions & addictions
Addiction to smoking, alcohol, novels, TV, the imet, computer
games, video games, or play stations.

NB. Watching TV, reading novels, using the interned games
are not necessarily sins, but lack of self-conindhese areas is.

Occult and witchcraft sins:
Acupuncture

Amulets (good luck objects, etc)
Ancestral worship

Ankh (a cross with a ring top used in satanic yites
Apparitions — occultic

Astral traveling

Astrology

Automatic writing

Birth signs

Black arts

Black magic

Black mass

Blood pacts

Casting of spells and curses

Chain letters

Colour therapy

Conjuration (summoning up a spirit)
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Consulting medium, espiritists,
witchdoctors or psychic healers
Contact with spirits

Control of objects by mental power (Tk
or Pk).

Coven of witches

Crystal ball gazing

Crystals & stones

Demon worship

Divining rod, twig or pendulum
Dungeons and dragons

Eastern meditation

ESP

Espiritism

Fire walking

Fortune telling

Halloween

Hallucinogenic drugs (e.g. heroin)
Hard rock & heavy metal secular music
Harry Potter — games, books, & teachings
Horoscopes

Hypnosis

Idols and images used in worship
Incantations

Iridology (eye diagnosis)
Jonathan Livingstone Seagull
(reincarnation).

Judo

Karate

Kung-fu

Levitation

Listening to demonic voices (including voices oteased).

Magic (not sleight of

hand but supernatural power)

Manipulation and cursing of others

Mantras

Martial arts

Mental suggestion, telepathy, therapy
Mesmerism

Mind control

Necromancy (conjuring up spirits of the dead)
New Age (in all its diverse forms)
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Numerology

Occultic games: oiji boards

Occult novels, magazines, music, or movies
Pagan rites, religious objects, artifacts and selic
Palmistry

Pokemon Cards

Satanism

Secret society oaths

Sorcery

Soul traveling

Spells

Spirit guides or friends

Star signs

Superstitions

Tarot Cards

Tea-leaf reading

The Lodge (Free Masonry)

TM — transcendental meditation

Videos and movies of violence, horror, pornogragtgult.
White magic

Witchcraft

Yoga

Zodiac signs

Sects, World Religions & Philosophies:
It is important to renounce all oaths, pacts angtiems made with
any sect or secret society, destroy their religialgects, and
destroy any books that are not in accord with Sarg.
A sect is a religious group that has one or morehef following
characteristics:
» Denies the full divinity of Jesus Christ.
» Doesn’t recognize the full authority of the Biblke the basis of
faith and conduct.
» Accepts prophecies, traditions, and other bookardamental
to belief and practice.
» Denies the Trinity, that of God the Father, Sor Hioly Spirit.
» Emphasizes traditions and rules to gain salvation.
All religions that deny that Jesus Christ is thdyo8aviour and
way to God are to be renounced.
To pray to, to use as a mediator, to show religicespect, or to
worship idols and images.
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To burn candles to them, to postrate or bow befameidol or

image.

Adventists

Ananda Marga Yoga Society
Bahai

Buddhism

Children of God
Christadelphians
Christian Science
Communism
Confucianism

Divine Light Mission
EST

Hare Krishna
Hinduism

Islam

Jehovah's withesses
Marxism

Materialism

Mormons

The International Way

The New Age (in all its diverse forms)
Unification Church (Moonies)

Universal Church of God

This sin & occult list is adapted from Bill Subritzky’s literature

(see website, Dove Ministries).



